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THE NIGHT SESSIONS

Campbell had a lot of questions on his mind, but the one that came to his voice was: ‘Why? Why do you want to show my discourses to your congregation?’

Livingston sighed. ‘It’s not as if we are spoiled for choice in hearing the Word preached, John Richard. We don’t even have an ordained minister. I am just the chair of the Kirk Session. As elders we can all teach, and preach, and we have the great works of the past to study, but we have found no one who speaks to us in the world of modern, compromised, backsliding so-called Christianity, except you. Finding someone who is so sound and sincere as you are is a blessing indeed.’

‘But,’ protested Campbell, ‘surely in all the world there are qualified ministers whose sermons you can listen to? And here in Scotland, of all places, there must be a remnant!’

Livingston looked him square in the eye. ‘The Churches here have all compromised!’ he cried. ‘Here, and everywhere!’ His voice took on a sing-song tone as he continued. ‘Compromises, compromises, compromises! With the secular state, with the Papists, with the enthusiasts and Congregationalists and modernists and dispensationalists, and with’ – here his voice took on a particular vehemence – ‘the sectarians. There is only one congregation left of the one true covenanted reformed Church of Scotland, and that is us. We have no ordained minister, no student for the ministry, no synod or assembly. We have only our members, our adherents, and this Kirk Session. We are the remnant.’
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THE ELECTRIC CHURCH



To Steve Cullen



Thanks to Carol, Sharon, and Michael, for all the usual reasons.

Thanks to Mic Cheetham, Farah Mendlesohn, and Charles Stross for reading and commenting on the first draft.

I came across the idea of high-rise farms in Karl Schroeder’s article ‘Rewilding Canada’ at WorldChanging.com (www.worldchanging.com/archives//007000.html).



‘The government of the United States of America is not in any sense founded on the Christian religion, nor on any other.’

Thirty-First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States
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