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Roma Tearne fled Sri Lanka at the age of ten, travelling to Britain where she has spent most of her life. She gained her Master’s degree at the Ruskin School of Drawing and Fine Art, Oxford, and was Leverhulme Artist in Residence at the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford. She is the author of Mosquito, shortlisted for the Costa First Book Award and the Kiriyama Prize, Bone China, Brixton Beach and The Swimmer, longlisted for the Orange Prize, and The Road to Urbino. She lives and works in Oxford.

Praise for The Swimmer

‘Roma Tearne is one of those writers who manage to

interweave the political and personal to tremendous effect …

Extraordinary. Love and loss are explored through the

voices of three very different women – a lover, a mother

and a daughter. Tearne draws her women with an

artist’s precision’ Independent

‘A tender, unconventional love story … Tearne’s descriptions

of the wide Suffolk sky are breath-taking; she has a wonderful

ability to create atmosphere’ The Times

‘This tender story of love and loss is deftly infused with the

sights and sounds of a hot Suffolk summer’ Daily Mail

‘The lyricism that saturated Tearne’s previous novels is in

evidence throughout. Yet despite the mellifluous quality of the

writing, there is no sense that grief has been prettified, and

Tearne does not shrink from portraying the ways in which

mourning distorts her characters’ Times Literary Supplement


Praise for Roma Tearne

‘Prose so lush it appeals to every sense, the pages are suffused

with the scents and tastes, ring with the sounds of Sri Lanka

and south London … Roma Tearne is an exquisite writer and

captivating storyteller, such that the reader is endlessly torn

between the desire to linger and the urge to turn the page

to see where she will take us next’ Aminatta Forna

‘The most moving novels of war speak of the battles

fought within individual human hearts; causes and

geographies are their backdrop. A timely lament for the

dead and displaced of the Sri Lankan civil war, Roma Tearne’s

third novel, Brixton Beach, follows four generations of

a family doomed to be estranged not only from

their land, but also from love’ Chris Cleave

‘Rich and satisfying, and written with a painter’s instinct

for the beautiful’ The Times

‘An ambitious, lyrical novel, distinguished by its refusal

to offer false consolation’ Times Literary Supplement

‘[A] richly characterised, elegantly modulated and

deeply moving novel’ Daily Mail

‘Heart-rending … Readers of this powerful novel cannot

fail to be moved’ Christopher Ondaatje, Spectator
‘Lyrically captures a country drenched in both incomparable

beauty and the stink of hatred’ Guardian

‘Tearne brings her skills as a painter to her writing, creating

some extraordinarily lovely portraits of Sri Lankan land and

seascapes, a stunning backdrop to the changing horrors of the

country’s twenty-year civil war’ Sunday Telegraph
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