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      INTRODUCTION

      Sometimes, when people I’ve just met discover that I write for a living, they ask me what I write about. I never know what
         to say. The title of this book refers to the answer I shall give next time I’m asked. It’s as helpful, or as unhelpful, as
         any other.
      

      Over the years I’ve written bits and pieces of non-fiction, some of which are collected here. Since they are all commissioned
         pieces they vary in tone, according to where they ended up. Taken out of context they can sound a bit odd, but I decided not
         to rewrite them but to let them stand as they are. I’ve divided them into six sections, according to theme. Some of the earlier
         pieces make me smile a bit now. Some of the ideas and thoughts I would express now in a different way or disagree with. They
         are all various shots at sorting out obsessions around writing and language and sex. I haven’t done with them yet, thank goodness,
         and in this book I’ve changed my mind about them quite a few times, as you’ll see, if you read on. I hope you enjoy the book
         and find something in it that speaks to you, a conversation we can share. That the book is published at all is due to my editor
         Lennie Goodings, and I’m very grateful to her for suggesting its compilation. I’m also grateful to Sarah White, who saw the
         book through the production process.
      

      My deep thanks go to all the people, too many to name, whose ideas have helped to shape mine. Without them these essays could
         not have been written. One of my muses is my mother. This book is dedicated to Monique Roberts, with love and thanks for all
         she has given me.
      

      Michèle Roberts, London, 1998
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