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Michèle Roberts, poet, essayist and author of fourteen works of fiction, was elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature in 1999 and was awarded the Chevalier de l’Ordre des Arts et des Lettres in 2000. Her memoir, Paper Houses, was published to great acclaim in 2007. She lives in London.

‘Mud offers not only the poetry of Roberts’s exquisite sensibilities but a saturnalian experience . . . Roberts brings art and artifice, the artefact of gender, the style of couture and cuisine up against the raw matter from which culture is forged . . . The short story is an intimate, subtle and enigmatic form: Michèle Roberts reminds us in this virtuoso collection that she is one of our foremost practitioners of the art’ Stevie Davies, Guardian

‘We are engulfed by these stories and in them, we remember our own lives’ Elaine Feinstein, Independent

‘In Michele Roberts’s new collection, which contains more powerful, uncompromising writing than you will find in most novels, women’s sexual consciousness and a radical perception of sexual difference hold centre stage . . . The short story is all about the ending, the point towards which the reader and the writer hurtle together. Roberts delivers her often unexpected, startling resolutions with wit and style . . . Her prose is sharp as a whip and as unforgettable as a lover’s tenderness’ Patricia Duncker, Literary Review

‘Michèle Roberts draws emotional pain with precision, describing confusion with a limpid finesse’ Chloe Campbell, TLS

‘It is in the inventiveness of form and the angle at which her words are cut that Roberts still manages to dazzle . . . She takes pleasure in unpicking the fabric of fiction . . . Roberts’s greatest skill is the insight with which she writes about women caught up in heightened states of awareness’ Megan Walsh, The Times

‘Entertaining, elegant, bite-sized gulps of fiction, full of lust for life’ Red
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