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Rumer Godden

Rumer Godden (1907–98) was the acclaimed author of over sixty works of fiction and non-fiction for adults and children. Born in England, she and her siblings grew up in Narayanganj, India, and she later spent many years living in Calcutta and Kashmir. Several of her novels were made into films, including Black Narcissus, The Greengage Summer and The River, which was filmed by Jean Renoir. She was appointed OBE in 1993.
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To Miss Grace Underwood

Without whose unfailing help and memory

it would have been very hard

to write this book



… Two, three or four simultaneous melodies which are constantly on the move, each going its own independent way. For this reason the underlying harmony is often hard to decipher, being veiled by a maze of passing notes and suspensions … Often chords are incomplete; only two tones are sounded so that one’s imagination has to fill in the missing third tone.

A sentence describing Bach’s fugues, written by
LAWRENCE ABBOT




And for Rolls personally, the poem he found: –

Home is where one starts from. As we grow older

The world becomes stranger, the pattern more complicated

Of dead and living. Not the intense moment

Isolated, with no before and after,

But a lifetime burning in every moment

And not the lifetime of one man only

But of old stones that cannot be deciphered,

There is a time for the evening under starlight,

A time for the evening under lamplight

(The evening with the photograph album).

Love is most nearly itself

When here and now cease to matter.

Old men ought to be explorers

Here or there does not matter

We must be still and still moving

Into another intensity

For a further union, a deeper communion …

… In my end is my beginning.

T. S. ELIOT: ‘East Coker’




Man that is born of a woman hath but a short time to live … He cometh up, and is cut down, like a flower; he fleeth as it were a shadow, and never continueth in one stay.

Children and the fruit of the womb are an heritage and gift … Like as the arrows in the hand of the giant: even so are the young children.

The Book of Common Prayer
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