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Rumer Godden

Rumer Godden (1907–98) was the acclaimed author of over sixty works of fiction and non-fiction for adults and children. Born in England, she and her siblings grew up in Narayanganj, India, and she later spent many years living in Calcutta and Kashmir. Several of her novels were made into films, including Black Narcissus, The Greengage Summer and The River, which was filmed by Jean Renoir. She was appointed OBE in 1993.
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Polly came to China Court 1841, b. 1806–d. 1895
Cecily came to China Court 1909, aged 14
Groundsel came in 1906 as garden boy
Minna came 1912, m. Groundsel in 1913


PREFACE

In real life when one meets a large family, with all its ramifications of uncles, aunts, and cousins, as well as grandfathers and grandmothers, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, their friends, servants, and pet animals, it takes time to distinguish them; one does not expect to remember straight away that it is Jane who is married to Bertram, Jack who was born with a club foot, Aunt Margaret who had the unfortunate love affair. One has to get to know them.

China Court is a novel about five generations of a family, so that, as in real life, there are many names and personalities, but I believe if the reader is a little patient – and can bear not to skip – they will soon become distinct and he will have no need to look at the family tree on the frontispiece.

Life, Chaucer says, is a ‘thinne subtil knittinge of thinges’; naturally it is difficult to understand.

R.G.


CONTENTS

Also by this author

Copyright

Acknowledgements

China Court 1840

Preface

Lauds

Prime

Tierce

Sext

None

Vespers

Compline

Matins

The Hours of the Day

Kingfishers Catch Fire

Breakfast with the Nikolides

Black Narcissus

The River

OEBPS/images/author.jpg





OEBPS/images/apple.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781405513500.jpg





OEBPS/images/table.jpg
S IT0N=C. 30D o8, . SR (DX 30T7-S. NOM.

THE BROOD.

157 csnumanon]

[ T T T T T
May Bl Ame  Lide  Mceod  Marion

41 i844-9s  ib4s  Bwce theand iSagso
1465y 1848

T T 1
Lucy  Jared, m. Lady  Damaris, m. MrKingLec

i8s0d. 185197 Pawick 1S3 inibo
18571904

Borowis,m.Isabel  John Henry, m. Rigsic
18761900 18781930 | 1679-1960

[380 oaeramioN]

1T — 1 1 1

Stace, m.Barbara  Bella,m. Walter 1904 1905 1907
190044 1902 The Three Graces.

Tracy 1030





