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      Rumer Godden (1907–98) was the acclaimed author of over sixty works of fiction and non-fiction for adults and children. Born in England, she and her siblings grew up in Narayanganj, India, and she later spent many years living in Calcutta and Kashmir. In 1949 she returned permanently to Britain, and spent the last twenty years of her life in Scotland. Several of her novels were made into films, including Black Narcissus in an Academy Award-winning adaption by Powell and Pressburger, The Greengage Summer, The Battle of the Villa Fiorita and The River, which was filmed by Jean Renoir. She was appointed OBE in 1993.
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      The Lady and the Unicorn

      Black Narcissus

      Breakfast with the Nikolides

      A Fugue in Time

      The River

      Kingfishers Catch Fire

      An Episode of Sparrows

      China Court

      The Battle of the Villa Fiorita

      In this House of Brede

      Five for Sorrow, Ten for Joy

      The Dark Horse

      Cromartie v. the God Shiva

      Listen to the Nightingale

      Thursday’s Children
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      This novel is based on a version by Sir Owain Jenkins and aided and abetted by him
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      He was born in Ireland in the early thirties, a big foal even longer-legged than usual, legs that were slender but strong, already showing incipient power. His eyes, as with all foals, looked over-large in his narrow fine-boned face; his nostrils were large too. At birth he was black with the usual lighter ridge of mane and pampas flock of tail. His dam was Black Tulip, he was sired by Bold Crusader and so was registered as Dark Invader but, for two days of his life, he was to be known as Beauty.

      As a yearling, Dark Invader was seen and bought by the rich and spoiled young owner, Captain the Honourable Peter Hay, on the advice of his trainer Michael Traherne. It was a hefty price, but it was a well-bred colt and, ‘Having come to Dublin, Peter was going to buy something anyhow,’ Michael told his wife, Annette, ‘and this seemed a likely one.’

      The big youngster was shipped to the Traherne stables at Dilbury on the Berkshire downs where, lucky horse, he came under the care of that gnome of a stable lad, Ted Mullins. At the end of their career it was difficult to think of one without the other.
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'One of the greatest horse books ever written.
A warm, moving and highly original classic'
Lauren St John
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