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      Lisa St Aubin De Terán’s first novel Keepers of the House won the Somerset Maugham Award and was followed by The Slow Train to Milan, which won the John Llewelyn Rhys Prize. She has written eight other novels, poetry, short stories and four volumes of memoir,
         including Memory Maps and the bestselling The Hacienda. In 2004 she set up a charity for schools and colleges in North Mozambique. For more information see www.teranfoundation.org

      
      Her new novel Otto is also published by Virago. She currently lives in Amsterdam.
      

      
      Praise for Lisa St Aubin de Terán:

      
      For The Hacienda

      
      ‘Powerfully engrossing’ Observer

      
      For Southpaw

      
      ‘Her vivid, telling sketches of characters in a remote Umbrian village linger in the memory’ Sunday Times

      
      ‘The collection contains some of St Aubin de Terán’s most satisfying work to date … An absorbing storyteller, St Aubin finds
         other people’s life stories even more enchanted than her own’ Independent

      
      ‘A jubilant sense of place pervades the stories, together with the smell of woodsmoke, acacia blossom and the day’s baking’
         Sunday Tribune

      
      For Memory Maps

      
      ‘Its power leaves you awed and grateful and eager to flick to the start and, with trembling fingers, begin again’ Scotsman

      
      ‘Beautifully written’ Daily Express

      
      ‘Truly superb pieces of writing’ Irish Times
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      To Jaime Terán
and Benito Mendoza

   
      
      
      … When the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because they
         are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened … Also when they shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears
         shall be in the way, and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be a burden, and desire shall fail: because
         man goeth to his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: … Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was …
      

      
      ECCLESIASTES 12: 3–7
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