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CHAPTER 1


 A Day of Celebrations 
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On the sixth of January, 1482, the city of Paris woke up to the ringing of bells. There were two celebrations going on that day: the Epiphany and the Festival of Fools. The Epiphany was a religious holiday. But the Festival of Fools was for the people. It was an annual celebration where everyone was expected to have fun. There would be fireworks, a May tree celebration, and a play at the Great Hall.

Most of the city’s important men were going to see the play. All the streets leading to the Great Hall were crowded with people who were talking and laughing as they walked along.

The long wait had made the crowd rowdy, and they complained about everything.

Like water that overflows, the crowd swelled as it swept around the pillars, filling every nook and cranny. People sat on windowsills, on sculptures— anywhere they could fit.

A group of students had knocked some glass out of a window and were boldly sitting on the sill. The young boys joked and laughed.

“Why, it’s you, Joannes! How long have you been here?” one of them yelled to a handsome blond boy who was sitting on top of a sculpture in the middle of the room.

Joannes answered, “How do you do, Jehan Frollo? Your arms and legs are spinning like a windmill—is that how you’re keeping balance on that windowsill? How long have we been here? More than four hours!”
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