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This book is dedicated to love of my life, my wife, Donna. Also to my friends and my family, especially my grandfather “Doc” Dougherty, a tough little Irishman who believed that having a drink and debating politics was about as fine a way to pass an evening as there could be.





Contents


    Introduction



    Author’s Note



1. Homeless Families

Solving the Problem You Don’t Even See



2. Habitat for Humanity

A Place to Call Home



3. Rebuilding New Orleans

Like We Mean It



4. More Cops, Safer Streets

Go Ahead, Be a Streetwalker



5. Election Campaign Spending

Let’s Buy Back Our Government



6. The Entrepreneurial Spirit
 
If the Government Helps You Start a Business, Is That Capitalism or Socialism?



7. Caring for Our Elders

What Are We Going to Do About Grandpa?



8. Air Security

The Exposed Underbelly of Homeland Security



9. Giving Veterans their Due

Take Care of Those Who Take Care of Us



10. Get Out the Vote

Let’s All Participate in This Participatory Democracy



11. Fixing Medicare

We Can’t Save Medicare, but We Can Save Lives



12. Prescription Drug Plan

And Your Co-Pay Is…Zero



13. Hospitals in the Middle East

A Healthier Way to Fight Terrorism?



14. TV for All

Can We Have the Revolution Later? I’m Watching CSI Right Now



15. Make the WWW Worldwide

The World Wide Web Isn’t, but It Could Be



16. Introduce Iraqis to the Real America

Take Them Out to the Ball Game



17. Buying Peace

Pay Iraqis to Be Nice to Each Other



18. An Ipod for Every Human

Instead of Blowing Up the Casbah, Let’s Rock It!



19. Take Over the World the Real American Way

Buy It



20. Investment Accounts

Everybody Gets a Piece of the Dream



21. Social Security

We Can Fix It, Just Not for You



22. America’s Biggest Lottery

You May Already Be a Winner



23. Credit Card Debt

Pay Down the Plastic



24. Pay for the Bush Tax Cuts

Even the Worst Cuts Can Be Healed, Can’t They?



25. Another Look at the Tax Cuts

How About a Tax Cut for the Rest of Us?



26. Solar Power

Is It Wrong to Call It a Bright Idea?



27. Ethanol

There’s Gold in Them Thar Prairies



28. Let’s Get America Driving Hybrids
 
or, The Sound You Don’t Hear Is Your New Car



29. Rediscovering Traditional America

Take Me Out to the Ball Game



30. Makeovers for All Americans

You Look Great! Have You Lost Weight?



31. Best Dressed Country on Earth

Gee, America, You Sure Look Purdy



32. Thanking Our Seniors

New Buicks All Around



33. A World of Music Festivals

The Future Has a Great Beat and You Can Dance to It



34. Let’s Go to the Movies

Again and Again and Again!



35. Vacations for All

I’m Going to Disneyland! And the Government’s Paying for It!



36. Dreams Come True

Yours, Mine, Everybody’s



37. World’s Fairs Across America

The World at Your Doorstep



38. A Generation of College Scholarships

Smarten Up, America



39. Smaller Classes, Smarter Kids

And How About a Raise for Teachers?



40. Retrain America’s Workers

Does Life After the Factory Have to Include the Phrase “Welcome to Wal-Mart”?



41. No Smoking Anywhere

The Butt Stops Here



42. Bringing Waterways Back to Life

Los Angeles Has a River? Really?



43. Mass Mass-Transit

Parking’s a Hassle, Let’s Take the Monorail



44. An Exercise In, Well, Exercise

The USA, aka Fat, Fat the Water Rat



45. Medical Research

Whaddya Say We Cure Cancer?



46. The Wonders of the World

Turn Left at the Pyramid; If You See Versailles Palace, You’ve Gone Too Far



47. Pave the Streets with Gold

Yes, We Actually Could



48. Pay Criminals to Behave

Will Bad Guys Be Good If You Pay Them?



49. The Greening of Our Cities

Park It Right Here



50. Get Advice from the Experts

Ask a Hollywood Star




    Finally…



    Regarding the Numbers



    Acknowledgments



    Notes

 

    About the Author



    Copyright







INTRODUCTION



In the time it takes you read this sentence, the war in Iraq has cost America another $50,000.1

When the total cost estimate first hit a trillion dollars, I happened to be watching one of the political talk shows. The question of “Why aren’t people outraged?” was raised, and the answer was simply that most of us can’t imagine how much a trillion dollars is. And so this book was born. It is, at its root, an effort to help us all appreciate just how much money that is. The hope is that by illustrating some alternatives, we can put the number in some sort of meaningful context.

But the book, frankly, seeks to do more than help you understand how much money we’re spending. It was also created to provoke action.

This is our money. We could be doing great things with it—for ourselves and our families, for America and for the world. This is the sort of money that launches New Deals, that builds interstate highway systems, that pays for Marshall Plans.

My hope is that as you read this book, you will feel informed, enlightened, entertained, and amused. By the time you’ve finished it, you will almost certainly be appalled and angry. If that motivates you to ask candidates for office tough questions, to vote for change, to demand accountability from those we elect—not just during this election, but from this point forward—then it will have spurred you to become a better citizen, and one hopes that you will be rewarded with better government.

Now, hurry up and get reading. You’ve just blown another $800,000.
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