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Risk-taking writing for risk-taking readers.

JM Originals was launched in 2015 to champion distinctive, experimental, genre-defying fiction and non-fiction. From memoirs and short stories to literary and speculative fiction, it is a place where readers can find something, well, original. 

JM Originals is unlike any other list out there with its editors having sole say in the books that get published on the list. The buck stops with them and that is what makes things so exciting. They can publish from the heart, on a hunch, or because they just really, really like the words they’ve read.

Many Originals authors have gone on to win or be shortlisted for a whole host of prizes including the Booker Prize, the Goldsmiths Prize, the Desmond Elliott Prize and the Women’s Prize for Fiction. Our hope for our wonderful authors is that JM Originals will be the first step in their publishing journey and that they will continue writing books for John Murray well into the future.

Every JM Original is published with a limited-edition print run and bespoke cover designed by an up-and-coming illustrator from Liverpool John Moores University. When you buy one of our covetable books, you’re not only investing in an author’s career but also building a library of (potentially!) valuable first editions. Writers need readers and we’d love for you to become part of our JM Originals community. Get in contact and tell us what you love about our books. We’re waiting to hear from you.

JM ORIGINALS

@johnmurrays johnmurraypress.co.uk



   
About the Author

Amanda Quaid came to poetry as a way to work creatively with illness. She has been awarded the Bridport Prize for Poetry, she was a finalist for the Philadelphia Stories’ National Prize in Poetry and the Jake Adam York Prize, and was longlisted for the UK’s National Poetry Competition. She lives with her husband and daughter in New York City, where she works as a dialect coach and edits the ekphrastic poetry journal Metphrastics. No Obvious Distress is her debut collection.




NO OBVIOUS DISTRESS

Amanda Quaid

 

 

 

 

 

 

[image: John Murray Originals logo]

www.johnmurraypress.co.uk




First published in Great Britain in 2025 by JM Originals

An imprint of John Murray (Publishers)

Copyright © Amanda Quaid 2025

The right of Amanda Quaid to be identified as the Author of the Work has been asserted by her in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

Cover illustration © Lydia Shaw

All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

A CIP catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library

ebook ISBN 9781399824576

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.johnmurraypress.co.uk

John Murray Press, part of Hodder & Stoughton Limited

An Hachette UK company




for Alma,
for later


OPS/images/cover.jpg
®RIGINALS

AMANDA QUAID

No Obvious Distress






OPS/images/JMM.jpg
®RIGINALS

NEW WRITING FROM
BRITAIN'S OLDEST PUBLISHER





OPS/images/logo.jpg





