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For the afternoon crew




No man is an island

John Donne, poet, 1572–1631

Woof

Common canine expression




Author’s Note

This book is based on both a true story and true stories. It’s inspired by my experiences as a first-time dog owner, and conversations with the many people I encountered at the park, each of whom brought with them their own lives and narratives, which they seemed keen – on occasion, a little too keen – to share. Names, locations, events and some other details have been changed to protect the privacy of those mentioned, and in places I have incorporated events recounted to me by some of those I met. But their spirit, wisdom, and the friendship they offered is entirely real. I’m grateful to every one of them.
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