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Introduction

 

What stories from childhood are still in your head? When I take a moment to think about this, pictures come to mind from books read to me, along with the sound of the long-gone storyteller’s voice. I remember a box of Bible stories for children that arrived at our house from a jumble sale. I poured over the pictures before I could read the words but soon learned about Jesus, the helper, and the stories he told. Stories matter because they communicate with us as information and as characters and places that come alive in our imaginations, leaving their mark and helping us shape a sense of who we are whether or not we realise this. 

In writing this book, I wanted children to experience stories from scripture and stories about Christians who have led remarkable lives in a way that resonates with them and sparks their curiosity. For this reason, all the stories in this collection involve contemporary children stepping back through time to hear a story about a person or an event and, through the characters of modern children, asking questions. In doing this, children encounter a story in a modern worldview, ask questions about it, and then form a personal response through a short activity at the end of each story. In RE lessons, the stories will help orient children into the time of Jesus, for example, by thinking how difficult it is to make a hole in someone’s roof before encountering the scriptural text. When learning about saints, children will learn about the time in history the saint lived in, think about the changes that happened because of their faith and how these changes resonate with people today. Each story is a glimpse into a life or an event, a first step in learning and an invitation to follow the footprints of faith.

I hope you enjoy reading it and sharing it with others. It may spark an interest in the history of a place or person and the changes that happened as a result of their choices or change your thoughts about a familiar story from scripture as you follow the golden footprints through time.

Nancy Walbank
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