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Sunday Times best-selling author Michele Knight-Waite has been a well-known Tarot reader, psychic, manifester, and astrologer for decades. She often jokes that she was born with a pack of Tarot cards in her hands.

Michele grew up in a tempestuous environment with a wild Italian psychic mother. Tarot cards were her playthings. Her childhood was traumatic and dangerous, and Tarot became the treasure map that led her out of her wounded beginnings. She eventually left home at 13, with Tarot as her constant guide and companion.

Voted the UK’s Favourite Psychic several years running by readers of Soul & Spirit – one of the UK’s leading magazines in the mind, body, and spirit genre, Michele recently starred as the astrology expert in the Discovery+ show Written in the Stars.

She lives and works in Devon, in a castle overlooking the sea with her wife Cathy. She continues to manifest, helping others on a similar path of recovery and self-belief. She is surrounded by dogs and rescue donkeys and horses, and a Tarot pack is still in her hands – this time one of her own creation.
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For your free interactive Celtic Cross Tarot reading and more about my Tarot deck visit www.knightwaitetarot.com

For a reading with one of my brilliant psychics and hundreds of articles on everything from psychic ability to manifesting as well as heaps of free readings, go to www.micheleknight.com, or for all things astrological – including free birth and compatibility charts – go to www.horoscope.co.uk




 

 

The Knight-Waite Tarot has no affiliation whatsoever with The Random House Group Limited, US Games Systems Inc. or the Rider–Waite Tarot brand, the rights in which are owned and/or controlled by the Penguin Random House Group. Any similarity in trade names is coincidental only: we are not licensed by, endorsed by, or in any other way connected with the Rider–Waite Tarot deck or the Penguin Random House Group.
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Dedicated to my wife, Cathy Knight-Waite, the full moon over the ocean of my heart.
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Welcome to the Knight-Waite Tarot Guidebook. The collage features a selection of images from the tarot deck including the Two of Wands, the Six of Cups, the Two of Swords, the Knight of Cups, and the Knight of Wands.
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HELLO, GORGEOUS SOUL

A huge welcome to the Knight-Waite Tarot.

I often say I was born with a deck of Tarot in my hands. My mother was a psychic Tarot reader, so the cards were my childhood playthings. The Tarot was my constant companion, my guide, my lifelong savior, and without a doubt the compass I used to create my future. Of all the decks, the Rider–Waite–Smith has always been my most beloved. I see the Knight-Waite Tarot as a reimagining of this iconic deck and my love letter to the Rider–Waite–Smith deck, specifically to Pamela Colman-Smith, the illustrator.

The fabulous maverick Pamela Colman-Smith was an all-round remarkable soul: half Jamaican, queer, a Suffragette, and an artist who was way ahead of her time. Perhaps the reason why the Rider–Waite–Smith is the most popular Tarot deck of all time is because Pamela hid her magic in plain sight.

I wanted to do this project because, although I have the most profound respect for the Rider–Waite–Smith and other original Tarot cards, I’ve also felt genuine frustration with their lack of diversity. Because the original decks were created in a time of even deeper oppression, they don’t honor different sexualities and gender expressions, and are generally white-centric. I think Pamela would have approved of a more inclusive vision, which is what led me on the journey to create this deck and to carry her vision on into a new, more inclusive age.

Pamela gave this essential advice, advice which has stood the test of time and remains one of the best approaches to accessing the full wisdom of the Tarot:

‘After you have found how to tell a simple story, put in more details . . . Learn from everything, see everything, and above all feel everything! . . . Find eyes within, look for the door into the unknown country.’

So, who else could I have chosen to be the High Priestess in my pack other than Pamela herself? She’s right here guarding the wisdom while drawing back the curtain to the mysteries held within us all. I’ve included other spellbinding historical characters who have either been minimized, written out of history, or lost in the mists of time. The characters of these cards are encouraging us to unleash our unique free spirit via their own incredible soul journeys.

Tarot uses a symbolic language that tugs at our unconscious, dragging to the surface both treasure and truths as we enter that ‘unknown country’ that lies between what we know and what we intuit. It empowers and enlightens us to the answers already inside us. I’ve consciously created a deck to not only help you connect with the symbolic meaning of the cards but to inspire your intuition.

Why is this deck called the Knight-Waite Tarot? Just like the Wheel of Fortune’s magic, a strange twist of fate in 2014 brought my extraordinary wife, Cathy Waite, to me. We married at the start of the pandemic in 2020, which coincided with my completion of this deck, and I became Michele Knight-Waite.

You might notice that I’m the Magician, Empress, and Death Cards. These are all doorways we pass through on our soul’s journey. We are in an endless dance of life, death, rebirth, co-creation. Hopefully these cards will be around long after me, and in a way, it’s a whispered message and reminder of that endlessness. The Knight-Waite Tarot carries my heart, and I share it with you with the deepest love.

Michele Knight-Waite
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A collage features various images from the tarot deck including the King of Swords, The Fool, the Five of Wands, and the Page of Cups.






DIVING DEEP INTO THE TAROT

The Tarot is an endless learning journey that has no beginning, middle, or end. Once you begin that journey, your Tarot cards are your constant companions. They will provide you with guidance, wisdom, and answers right when you need them. They will open the doors to your higher intuition and reveal astonishing truths about yourself, your life, and the people around you.

I’ve had the privilege of teaching people the Tarot for over 35 years, and it still astonishes and delights me that some people can pick up the deck and instantly read like a pro. Others may take longer to develop an affinity with the cards, but the truth is there’s no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ way to read them. The cards are just a gateway to our own psychic abilities. They link us to universal wisdom but it’s our interpretation of them that leads to our greatest discoveries and builds our relationship to the cards.

The Tarot is the intersection of mysticism and quantum mechanics where we can gain a snapshot of our future or the knowledge we need, where we actively participate in co-creating our destiny with the Universe. That’s one of the most compelling things about Tarot. That, coupled with the fact that you can never get bored with it. Because even if you wanted to learn everything about the Tarot, it would take you several lifetimes! As a wild Aries spirit, I know the value of jumping into things instantly. So I’m going to show you some swift and intuitive ways of learning to read the cards and to build that relationship with them quickly. Not only that, but you’ll just as quickly gain confidence in your interpretive skills. So – let’s begin.

Take a few moments to just hold your Tarot deck in your hands. Close your eyes and feel the weight of the cards. Know that within this deck, there is an opportunity to connect with your deepest wisdom and to uncover mysteries within and without. Feel the cards begin to warm in your hands with the thrill of possibilities ready to be explored as your relationship with them begins to grow. Building a unique connection to your deck leads to powerful readings and a deeper, more profound experience. Before we get into the interpretation, I want you to EXPERIENCE the cards. A good Tarot reader will weave together signs and symbols to channel a multi-layered story. Each time they look at the cards, they will feel and experience something new, something unique to the moment, while still retaining the essence of the cards’ message. The cards can express themselves in different ways symbolically, literally, and emotionally.

Now you’re ready to begin. As you shuffle the cards, forget everything that you may know about the Tarot. And that includes the ‘traditional’ interpretations. Instead, be open to what’s going to come. Pull out a card and say out loud the first impression you receive. Tune into your body. How does the card make you feel? Do you get a sense of pleasure, fear, or intrigue from the card? Does the card make you feel a specific sensation? Does a color, a thought, a feeling, or even a person spring to mind?

Write down the first thoughts you have on what the card means. Then expand on this and write a little one-paragraph story for what exactly is going on in the card. How does this card relate to your life right now? When you’re ready, take another card and repeat the process. Do this with several cards and see what you pick up. Are these stories interlocking or related to someone or something specific? Are they an answer to a question or something happening in your life right now (whether you asked about this or not)?

Whatever you learn in the coming chapters, ALWAYS, in every reading, look at the card with new eyes. Don’t listen to me or anyone else; listen to what the card feels like in the moment. Ironically, the less you try, the more you should flow and the more relevant it should be. That’s the paradox and the promise of the Tarot for you.

Much love, Michele

P.S. A quick note about reversals. I tend not to use them in the traditional sense (i.e., when a card is upside-down) but allow my intuition to guide me on the message of the card in that moment. I can look at a card and sense when it’s not being channeled or when the energy is reversed. Perhaps both energies exist and our job is to understand how it can be shifted into its highest expression.

For Tarot spreads, free Tarot readings, and a deeper dive into this deck, come and visit me at www.knightwaitetarot.com or www.micheleknight.com
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