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This book might never have been written.

It is dedicated to two dear friends,

one who made me fit enough to survive

and one who saved me on the day:

with thanks and love, for Marcus and Simon.
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Rome and Ostia, February AD90





Colourful Characters

 

Family, drifting along

Flavia Albia

a talented informer, needs a commission

 

Tiberius Manlius Faustus

her tolerant husband, needs a column

 

Their household: Gaius and Lucius the dear little nephews; Gratus the smooth steward; Dromo the dim slave; Paris the cheeky runabout; Fornix the celebrity chef; Suza the hopeful beautician; Barley the shy dog; Mercury the placid donkey; Glaphyra the diligent nurse; Rodan the seedy door-keeper

 

Their workmen: Larcius the clerk-of-works, Sparsus, Serenus, Trypho, and Drax the watchdog

 

No name

the pet who has to go

 

Kicker

the auction-house mule

 

Piddle and Willikins

decoy chickens in Kicker’s cart

 

M. Didius Falco

one-time hero; has he still got it?

 

Helena Justina

his wife, an absolute heroine

 

L. Petronius Longus

his old crony, retired from the vigiles (oh, yes?)

 

Maia Favonia

Falco’s sister, Petro’s wife, a tough woman

 

Rhea

Maia’s daughter, noisy and determined

 

Petronilla

Petro’s daughter, quiet and dogged

 

Tullus

an adorable baby (doomed?)

 

Marcia Didia

Falco’s fearsome niece, the martial-arts supremo

 

Corellius Musa

her partner, a spy on sick leave

 

Others who bob up

Scribonius

a dredger captain who has scooped up:

 

Claudia Deiana

a floater, ‘the Junia Delta’, ‘the Brittuncula’

 

Ulatugnus

her slave

 

Onocles

a priest, moonlighting as a tour guide

 

Cleon

his cousin in Ostia, a landlord

 

Tourists

thank goodness we don’t meet them, except:

 

Margarita ‘Agape’

writing intuitive Scandi noir (before her time)

 

Boy Bonivir

her Nordic hero, what a character

 

Itia

in property, a businesswoman, no ethics

 

Fundanus

dealing in death, no morals

 

Corneolus

a designator, funeral facilitator to the wealthy

 

Petrus

an ambitious slave, saving for his freedom

 

Struthio

a very big bird; keep him in his cage

 

Skyla

a miserable Agassian hound

 

 

On parade, riding the current

The Praetorian Guards

The Urban Cohorts

 

At the Castra Peregrina

a.k.a. ‘Titus’

Princeps Peregrinorum, eight phalerae, ninth pending

 

Julius Karus

three gold crowns and a silver spear, imperial backing

 

The Varduloran cavalry

came in a package with Karus

 

Nicon

an undercover ‘British specialist’

 

The Vigiles Cohorts

The First (Via Lata, Forum Romanum)

dodging the ruckus, if possible

 

Scorpus

enquiries, comes recommended

 

The Second (Isis and Serapis, Esquiline)

can’t avoid it, apparently

 

Vergelius

tribune: close community relationships

 

Titianus

enquiries, just as useless as he seems

 

Juventus

special ops, not as useless as he looks

 

The Third (Temple of Peace, Alta Semita)

keeping out of it

 

The Fourth (Piscina Publica, Aventine)

landed with it, unfortunately: ‘rigorous standards’, ‘honest’, ‘customary thoroughness’, ‘competent and eager’

 

Cassius Scaurus

tribune: toothache and budgeting headaches

 

Titus Morellus

enquiries: rough and occasionally ready

 

Nicon

yes, him again, on secondment

 

The Fifth (Porta Capena, Caelimontium)

also keeping out of it

 

The Sixth (Palatine, Circus Maximus)

Absolutely right in it: ‘those dodgy beggars’, ‘those sad boys’, ‘bunch of idle bribe-takers’

 

The Seventh (Circus Flaminius, Transtiberina)

Passing it back if possible: ‘those idlers’, ‘no reason to hurry’

 

Important Persons, well afloat

Prefect of the City

Rutilius Gallicus, a sick man

 

Prefect of the Urban Cohorts

a homeloving body

 

Prefect of the Vigiles

a delegator

 

A praetor

Corvinus: strongly worded traditional edicts

 

Underworld Professionals, on a turning tide

The Balbinus Pius Gang

(Circus Maximus and Aventine, expanding)

 

Balbinus Pius

a true villain, deceased

 

Cornella Flaccida

his widow, deceased

 

Balbina Milvia

their cute, innocent daughter, left at home by:

 

Florius Oppicus

her husband, recently ‘abroad for business reasons’

 

The Ocellus Gang

(Campus Martius and Tiber South Bank, contracting)

 

Ocellus Gemellus

a once-violent twin, an old timer

 

Ocellus Gemellus

his brother, another old twin

 

Castor

their foot-soldier, with a contract on him

 

The Rabirius Gang

(Esquiline and Quirinal, expanding)

 

Old Rabirius

the criminal King of Kings, deceased

 

Rubria Theodosia (Pandora)

his sister, all too alive, a matriarch

 

Rabirius Vincentius

her son, recently ‘abroad for business reasons’

 

Veronica

left at home, his embittered wife

 

Vincentius Theo

their talented son, deceased

 

Polemaena

Pandora’s baleful retainer

 

Meröe and Kalmis

Pandora’s beautiful beauticians

 

Young Roscius

the hopeful heir (hopeless)

 

Old Roscius

his ancient father, nearly deceased

 

‘Legsie’ Lucius

a runner, immobilised, deceased

 

Gallo

an enforcer, due for enforced sick leave

 

Anthos and Neo

out of sight, collecting rents

 

Turcus

an ‘insurance agent’ (the contract killer)

 

Mamillianus

a retained lawyer, keeping busy

 

The Cornellus Gang

(Aventine, doing very nicely)

 

Two brothers and their sister

 

The Terentius Gang

(Aventine, business suspended)

 

Two sisters and their brother

he’s abroad ‘for business reasons’
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