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‘The Sleep Watcher simmers with tension and a constant threat of violence – and yet it is so delicately and cleanly observed as to make reading a pleasure. A pitch-perfect evocation of coming of age in a seaside town’

Cal Flyn, author of Islands of Abandonment

 

‘Rowan Hisayo Buchanan cuts close to the bone with her insights on family and secrecy, trust and power, and the dangerous, double-edged keenness of intimacy’ 

C Pam Zhang, author of How Much of These Hills Is Gold

 

‘The Sleep Watcher captures that estranging moment of young womanhood when you suddenly realise your body, your parents, your whole world is nothing like you thought . . . It is exquisite’

Ruth Gilligan, author of The Butchers

 

‘Charged with the otherworldliness and shrewd social perception found in the works of Shirley Jackson and Octavia Butler, The Sleep Watcher is a bracing and compelling portrayal of adolescence and feeling uncanny at home’

Sharlene Teo, author of Ponti

 

‘An incredibly moving story about connection, loneliness, and what we do when we think no one else is watching . . . Buchanan’s prose has a brilliantly sensitive touch’

Julianne Pachico, author of The Anthill

 

‘I absolutely adored The Sleep Watcher. It is so finely wrought – with an aching, delicate beauty and suspense’

Jessica J. Lee, author of Two Trees Make a Forest

 

‘Slippery, luminous, ethereal . . . Hisayo Buchanan writes like a dream. She is my favourite contemporary writer’

Abigail Tarttelin, author of Dead Girls





Rowan Hisayo Buchanan is the author of Harmless Like You and Starling Days. She has won The Authors’ Club First Novel Award and a Betty Trask Award and been shortlisted for the Costa Novel Award. Her work has been a New York Times Editors’ Choice and an NPR Great Read. Rowan was the recipient of fellowships from MacDowell, Hedgebrook, the Asian American Writers’ Workshop, Gladstone’s Library and Kundiman. Her writing has appeared in Granta, The Paris Review and The Atlantic among other places.
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To my favourite demons





 ‘Declare to the Watchers of the heaven who have left the high heaven, the holy eternal place, and have defiled themselves with women, and have done as the children of earth do, and have taken unto themselves wives: “Ye have wrought great destruction on the earth: And ye shall have no peace nor forgiveness of sin: and inasmuch as they delight themselves in their children, the murder of their beloved ones shall they see, and over the destruction of their children shall they lament, and shall make supplication unto eternity, but mercy and peace shall ye not attain.”’

– The Book of Enoch, translated R. H. Charles





You can double tap images to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.
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