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‘Saunders alone has appreciated the potential of Africa as a backdrop for heroic fantasy’

Publishers Weekly

‘Imaro is a masterpiece of world building’

The Borrowed Bookshelf

‘A whole new flavor of heroic fantasy’

Analog

‘Terrific epic fantasy’

Cat Rambo
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I am a lion that is of use to gain an object or a rank,

I cast myself into the midst

And humble those who praise themselves ;

Fear not your enemies when they are gathered,

Because of their numbers.

I fear not their thousands, I alone it is,

Who am myself a thousand by being brave.

—The Poem of Liongo,
A Swahili epic translated by Edward Steere


AUTHOR’S NOTE

This edition of Imaro 2 : The Quest for Cush differs in some ways from the original version published by DAW Books in 1984.

As I was making significant revisions in the first Imaro novel, Night Shade Books editor Jeremy Lassen suggested that the final segment of that book, titled “The City of Madness,” might be better positioned as the first part of the second novel. The suggestion made sense, for the focus of the first novel is the shaping of Imaro’s character, and the preparation of his prowess. “The City of Madness” marks the beginning of the exiled warrior’s efforts to discover – and fulfill – his destiny.

I also decided it would be better to introduce Imaro’s friend and sometime mentor, Pomphis the Bambuti, at the beginning of the second novel rather than the end of the first one.

I have renamed the story “Mji ya Wazimu,” which was its title in its first incarnation in Gene Day’s Dark Fantasy magazine back in 1974.

The original Quest for Cush text is slightly altered to reflect changes that were made in the previous novel, and to add continuity with its new beginning.

In this novel, Imaro is ready to discover the rest of Nyumbani. But the rest of Nyumbani might not be ready to discover Imaro.

– Charles Saunders

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, 2006
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