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Dedication

To Mum and Dad, always still with me even in the darkest depths.

And to you, the reader, for taking the plunge into the deep sea by picking up this book.
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Preface

The deep sea isn’t what you think it is.

Even after a quarter-century of exploring it as a marine biologist, that statement still holds true for me. And that’s what I love about the deep sea: the discoveries that we continue to make there are always expanding our perspective of life and how our planet works.

I became a deep-sea biologist through a chance encounter with a book in a library, when a photo of some strange-looking animals caught my eye on the cover of a volume on a shelf. They were unlike anything I’d seen before: worm-like animals with feathery red plumes poking out of white tubes on dark basalt rocks somewhere under the sea. I fetched down the book and found it was a collection of research papers about species that thrive at hot springs on the ocean floor, which were quite a recent discovery at the time.

As I read about how those deep-sea animals overturned rules of biology that I’d just learned at school, I was instantly hooked by the realisation that we could still discover such astounding things in the deep sea. And although this book doesn’t have pictures like the one that caught my eye, I’ve included the formal scientific names of species so that anyone can find the latest and best footage of them that scientists have shared online.

The phenomena and species that we’ve recently discovered are helping to build an even better understanding of 60 per cent of our planet that is covered by the deep sea. They also provide a continual reminder of how nature is more rich and complex than we can imagine. And as a result of my own deep-sea journey, I now try to look at nature around me as if I were encountering it for the first time on a dive, to realise how our everyday world is as astonishing as what’s down there.

I hope this book takes you into the deep, even just for a couple of hours while reading it, and that you don’t come back quite the same from the journey either.
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