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INTRODUCTION:
WELCOME TO
YOUR FUTURE!
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Since the dawn of time, humans have sought to predict the future. It seems almost natural that we would turn to fortune-telling to improve our lives and the lives of our friends, families and our wider community. Whether it is through reading the entrails of sheep (yes, people really did this) or interpreting the dreams of kings, we have always sought to gain divine guidance with the help of fortune-telling.

The word ‘divination’ comes from the Latin divinare, a verb that means to foresee or foretell. A diviner is, therefore, someone who can see future events before they take place. By using divination, a diviner can predict what might happen in the coming weeks, months or years, and give advice based on what they see.

The most famous diviners often held positions of authority and are considered by history to be somewhat special. Joseph, a biblical prophet, interpreted the dream of the pharaoh and, as a result, rose to become the Egyptian prime minister. In mythology, Graeco-Roman heroes often visited oracles or a sibyl before they embarked on their quests. John Dee, a sixteenth-century psychic and crystal scryer, was the tutor and adviser to Queen Elizabeth I.

These impressive figures might lead you to believe that you have to be specially gifted to be a diviner, but this is not the case. It is safe to assume that ordinary people have always practised divination. In fact, you’ve probably been practising divination yourself without even realizing it. Believe it or not, the following are all acts of divination:

FINDING WHITE FEATHERS: if you’re one of the many people who view finding white feathers or other objects as being spiritually significant, you are practising a method of divination known as ‘apantomancy’.

READING AT RANDOM: if you open a book, read a random passage and interpret this as a message from a higher being, you are inadvertently practising a method of divination called ‘bibliomancy’.

ASSIGNING MEANING TO YOUR DREAMS: if you have ever changed your actions because of a dream, this makes you a dream interpreter.

You may assume that you have to be psychic to become a diviner, but as you can see, you can make divining a part of your lifestyle without doing anything out of the ordinary. Psychic ability is something that grows stronger with divination; divination is not something you practise just because you’re psychic.

Anyone and everyone can be a diviner. The future is open to all of us, not just a select few. Like practising any new skill or hobby, all you have to do is take the plunge and commit to learning it. Some methods of divination require tools, but not all do. To be a diviner, you do not have to stock up on fancy card decks and crystals.

I come from a Romany Gypsy background and had diviners in my family. Because of this, I began practising divination at a very young age. Around the age of 7, I began to use my older sister’s Tarot cards: I would sneak the deck out of her bedroom and perform readings. This went on until I turned 10 and my mother bought me my own cards.

Although I loved the Tarot, I became enchanted by divination systems that did not require tools. In Romany Gypsy culture, discussing our dreams with friends and family members is a daily occurrence. My relatives would even tell me about past dreams they had and how these eventually manifested in real life. For example, when I was a baby, my mother had dreamed that I had a third eye on the back of my head – my family interpreted this as a ‘sign’ that I would one day be a reader of fortunes.

Gypsies are very big on signs and we believe that God, the universe and the spirits send them to us frequently. For us, some methods of divination are not viewed as divination but as ways of life. An omen, a dream or a minor setback can have spiritual significance. Over the years, I have discovered what different symbols represent and learned how to interpret others for myself.

A lot of people, including you, know much more about divination than they think they do. All human cultures, not just Romany Gypsies, assign special status to symbols every day; for example, you probably already know that clovers symbolize good luck and that fir trees are associated with Christmas. You can use this sort of knowledge to interpret dreams, read signs and even predict the future based on the shape of clouds! You can get started with divination right now, today – you already have everything you need to begin making predictions.

Divining is a skill you can use to improve every area of your life’s journey. Most people think of divination as something that uncovers their future in general. While this is true, you can also use fortune-telling to assist you in your relationships, wellbeing goals, career and anything else that is not up to par with how you envisioned your best life to be.

Divination is one of those rare spiritual practices that can help you tackle serious issues, but it can also provide a bit of entertainment. You can practise divination by yourself or with friends and family. Divining the future can be a fun experience, especially if you use the best method of divination for the job.

All forms of fortune-telling can be used for every area of your life, but some systems really come into their own if they are employed for a particular purpose. For instance, you can use Tarot cards for divining pretty much everything, but the most popular way to use them is for love readings. The Tarot system has been perfectly designed to answer any and all questions related to relationships. Another example is astrology. While the positions of the planets can reveal details about your life in general, you can also use astrology to help make better decisions with regards to health, fitness and lifestyle. This book will show you different systems of divination and teach you the best ones to apply to different areas of your life. Throughout I will introduce you to many different types of divination method and teach you the basic principles and practices, but also show which method is best suited to different areas of your life.

While working through this book, you will find that some methods of divination are better suited to you than others, and that is perfectly OK. Divination is personal and largely based on preference. What works for others may not work for you, but I recommend that you give all the systems a try. Most diviners give everything a bash at least once.

So, let’s get started on the quest to become a diviner! May the spirit be with you throughout this journey and beyond…
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