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Note on the Authors and Editor

RUPERT BROOKE was born in Rugby in 1887. The son of a housemaster at Rugby School, he was educated there and was still at school when his earliest poems were published under a variety of aliases. He was an undergraduate at King’s College, Cambridge between 1906 and 1910 and his first book of verse, Poems, appeared in 1911. Two years later, he became a Fellow of King’s and then embarked upon a year-long journey around America and the South Seas. Joining the Royal Naval Division when war broke out, he saw action in Antwerp but contracted septicaemia from a mosquito bite whilst en route to Gallipoli and died on St George’s Day, 1915. He was buried on the island of Scyros and the impact of his death upon public consciousness ensured that the posthumously published 1914 and Other Poems became an immediate bestseller.

WILFRED OWEN was born in Oswestry in 1893, the eldest son of a railway official. He was educated at the Birkenhead Institute and Shrewsbury Technical School and first began to write poetry seriously as a teenager. In 1911, he failed the London University matriculation examination and became an unpaid lay assistant in an evangelical parish at Dunsden. Two years later, after failing to win a scholarship to University College, Reading he moved to France to become an English teacher. He returned to England in 1915 and, in the following year, fought on the Somme with the Manchester Regiment. Invalided home in 1917 with shell-shock, he was a patient at Craiglockhart War Hospital where he became friends with Siegfried Sassoon. He was awarded the Military Cross shortly after his return to the Western Front in 1918, and was killed on the Oise-Sambre canal a week before the war ended. Only five of his poems appeared in print during his lifetime but posthumous editions of his work, such as Poems by Wilfred Owen published in 1920, established his reputation as one of the finest poets of his generation.

GEORGE WALTER is a Lecturer in English in the School of Cultural and Community Studies at the University of Sussex. His other publications include Ivor Gurney: Best Poems and the Book of Five Makings (MidNAG & Carcanet, 1995) with R. K. R. Thornton and Ivor Gurney: Selected Poems (Everyman, 1996).

OPS/images/cover.jpg
Rupert
BI‘OOI(Q &  Poets

Wilfred
d

Owen

LS,






OPS/images/title.jpg
Rupert Brooke
& Wilfred Owen

Selected and edited by GEORGE WALTER
University of Sussex

WEIDENFELD & NICOLSON





