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Praise for The Painter’s Daughters

‘It’s beautifully written and I raced through it. Research is filtered through contemporary consciousness and deployed with skill. It’s a polished performance’

Hilary Mantel, Booker Prize-winning author of Wolf Hall

‘Beautifully written, moving and skilfully handled, The Painter’s Daughters is as exquisitely and tenderly rendered as a Gainsborough painting’

Tracy Chevalier, author of Girl with a Pearl Earring

‘A wonderfully powerful and haunting novel about sisterly love, art and betrayal, with a hugely gripping plot. I absolutely loved it’

Deborah Moggach, author of Tulip Fever

‘A feast for the senses and the joy of a story well told – a beautiful debut’

Jo Browning Wroe, author of A Terrible Kindness

‘A beautifully written, impressively researched novel about sisterly love, art and sacrifice, The Painter’s Daughters is historical fiction at its finest. Both entertaining and enlightening, it swept me along in its galloping pace while teaching me about a world I never knew. Howes is a talent to be reckoned with. Wonderful’

Emma Stonex, author of The Lamplighters

‘A deeply touching tale of two sisters that probes the difference between love and self-sacrifice. Fascinating’

Priscilla Morris, author of Black Butterflies

‘Emily Howes is a talented writer who vividly evokes Regency England but doesn’t shy away from exploring how its glittering society could constrain and threaten young women. An engaging and enjoyable mix of historical fact and beautifully imagined fiction’

Joanna Quinn, author of The Whalebone Theatre

‘A marvellous novel, up there with some of my favourite works of historical fiction. Emily Howes’ evocation of the Gainsborough sisters’ relationship is truly remarkable and the novel is a sensory delight, full of evocative descriptions that bring the past to life. I loved it’

Whitney Scharer, author of The Age of Light

‘I loved The Painter’s Daughters – a vivid, sad, beautiful novel about sisters’

Amy Key, author of Arrangements in Blue

‘A mesmerising and at times quietly devastating tale of two sisters, art, shared suffering and love. With The Painter’s Daughters, Emily Howes has pulled off the finest of balancing acts, combining rich and evocative historical detail with a light and contemporary writerly touch’

Chloë Ashby, author of Second Self

‘A fantastic debut … The Painter’s Daughters is a beautiful, heartbreaking, stunningly perceptive read about love and art, hope and expectation. And so gripping too – I devoured it’

Caroline Lea, author of The Glass Woman


For my mother
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‘And as for sweet Peggy Gainsborough, she lived her own unselfish life, and found her full complement of happiness in the love of those so dear to her, and never regretted the position and title which had been, as it were, almost forced upon her.’

Emily Baker, from Peggy Gainsborough: The Famous Painter’s Daughter, 1909

‘If you have no dreams, you will live within them.’

Robert Burton, from An Anatomy of Melancholy, 1628
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