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To all who seek the warmth

of unconditional love,

May Keira’s joy for truly living

illuminate your path,

as she did mine
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Foreword

When I was a child, I wished on the brightest star in heaven that I could be stronger, braver and cleverer, so that I could save all the animals after I lost my first patient – a lamb in a moon-lit frosty field in Ireland.

That star was Sirius, which is the Dog Star and part of the constellation of Canis Major. Years later, while studying for further examinations, trying to become a specialist veterinary surgeon in neuro-orthopaedics, the light of my best friend, a Dog Star called Keira, sat at my feet and kept me going.

In being by my side through everything as I built my veterinary practice, Fitzpatrick Referrals, she lit the path for tens of thousands of animals we have treated through the years, and many thousands more who have been treated by the colleagues we have trained and inspired along the way. Keira in no small way was integral to all of this and all of them. Keira made me, and represents so much of what I made. She looked out for me and looked right through me, too. She saved me from myself and, in so doing, inspired the salvation of countless lives, including my own.

Keira wasn’t always good; in fact, she was often naughty, in myriad funny ways. The half-chewed slipper, the bin liner torn apart, the tap turned on and the room flooded … But with her bristly eyes looking up at me, all was forgiven in an instant.

She taught me about the forgiveness of others, and of myself, too. She was truth and reconciliation all wrapped up in one boisterous bundle of bristles. I often felt I was not good enough, but she was always ‘enough’, even when she wasn’t good.

Love,

Noel x
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