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INTRODUCTION

Bonjour!

Oh, you have fabulous taste.

Although 12 years old may seem a little young to be publishing a memoir, that makes me a grande dame in dog years, so I figured it was time to tell all. If we’ve already met on the internet, salut. It’s lovely to see you offscreen and on these pages. If this is our first time meeting, bienvenue. I’m so grateful you’re coming along for the ride.

I’m known as a gay icon and a small (but mighty) fashionista, but that is only scratching the surface. I contain multitudes. Within these pages you’ll find never-before-seen photos of some of my favorite sartorial choices, as well as my musings and wisdom on everything from handling the pressure of fame to travel tips and tricks, and, of course, fashion advice. If you’ve ever wondered “What would Tika do?”, you’re in the right place.

My story began just over a decade ago, when my papa Louis brought me home from rural Quebec to Montreal. A year later he met my future dad, Thomas, who loved to take pictures of me. Six years later they were married—I was a beautiful maid of honor, obviously—and now my family has expanded to include a baby brother and sister, too.

But enough about the humans. My name is Tika, I’m an Italian greyhound, and I weigh 9 lb (4 kg). My sun is in Cancer (ambitious, compassionate, and goofy), and I love to snack. I’m an entrepreneur, fashionista, poet, cucumber enthusiast, and human-rights advocate, and I still get more than 20 hours of sleep per day. With my sleep schedule you’d be forgiven for assuming that I just awoke one morning and found out that I was a star, but I’m no stranger to the hustle.

[image: image]

While I enjoy lounging in the nude from time to time (especially in a sunny spot), I gravitate toward fuzzy blankets and cozy couture. Comfort always comes first. It can get quite cold here in Montreal, so my love of fashion isn’t only whimsical, it’s practical. From a statement collar to my booties, I don’t miss an opportunity to express myself through couture. The dog park is a venue to show off both my speed and my accessories.

Once my dad began documenting bits and pieces of my life online, we learned that I wasn’t the only one who appreciated my penchant for a faux-fur jacket or flouncy gown. With my humble nature it hasn’t been hard to stay grounded. It also helps that I’m a little lady on four legs—never too far from the ground! Whether I’m saying hello to a neighbor at home or meeting celebrities in the Big Apple, you’ll always see my tail wag.

As my following grew online, so did the opportunities in real life. I’ve been fortunate enough to sit front row at Fashion Week in New York, Paris, and Milan, attend a Broadway show and strut down the runway at Vancouver Fashion Week (I think I was a natural). I’ve collaborated with iconic fashion houses Valentino, Fendi, Christian Siriano, Boss, Moschino, and other luxury brands. I’ve been featured in Vogue, Cosmopolitan, and People magazine, and starred in a nationwide TV commercial. It’s also been a thrill to make new friends who understand my famous lifestyle, such as Whoopi Goldberg, Drew Barrymore, and Kristen Bell.

Most importantly, my growing platform has allowed me to lend my voice to important causes. As a self-proclaimed gay icon, my online presence has always been about providing a pawsitive space and promoting self-expression. I am grateful to be able to advocate for causes that are important to me—with great power comes great responsibility, after all.

I may be small, but that doesn’t mean I can’t make a big impact. You’ll see.

Bisous!
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