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Praise for God’s Children Are Little Broken Things

‘A beautiful, significant debut. Although he writes about queer lives and loves in Nigeria, Arinze Ifeakandu's voice is sensually alert to the human and universal in every situation. These quietly transgressive stories are the work of a brilliant new talent’

Damon Galgut, Booker Prize-winning author of The Promise

‘These stories are written with raw, tender grace. They dramatize what love is like in a time when love is under siege. They are brilliant when they explore intimate moments and are superb as they render with complexity and nuance the relations between characters. It is clear from this book that a serious literary talent has emerged’

Colm Tóibín, author of The Magician

‘These are brilliant stories: heartbroken but pulsing with life, wise but never cynical, and soaked in an atmosphere so convincing it's like being inside a great album. The prose alone is worth the price of the ticket, as lush as it is exact, but through it comes whole worlds of longing and travail, youth and aging, queer love expressed in so many of its facets. Arinze Ifeakandu is a major talent, and God's Children Are Little Broken Things is a seriously good book’

Adam Haslett, author of Imagine Me Gone

‘These are heartbreaking stories of love and loss, as granular and nourishing as the Harmattan, the cold winter wind that blows out of the Sahara. Ifeakandu is a writer of lyricism and profundity at the beginning of a brilliant career’

Edmund White, author of A Previous Life

‘An exquisite, complex examination of the vulnerabilities of queer love and desire amid family fears, dreams, and the power of expectations, God's Children Are Little Broken Things is a shimmering, beguiling debut’

Asako Serizawa, author of Inheritors

‘Magic in motion. My love for this work isn't just about the lush tenderness of the writing – which is abundant here – but also about the book's internal circuitry. This book knows what it's doing, where its electricities need to pass through for maximum impact, knows who it is for and who it certainly doesn't answer to, and is its own self-contained habitat. God's Children Are Little Broken Things remains subtle and measured even through massive emotional transitions, carrying the reader the whole way through. Arinze writes like a composer or an orchestral director, bringing notes together to form a staggering, heartshattering show’

Eloghosa Osunde, author of Vagabonds!


For Mum and Dad.
And for Mma, Dodo, and Ogonna,
in loving memory.
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SET ME AS A SEAL UPON YOUR HEART,
AS A SEAL UPON YOUR ARM,
FOR LOVE IS STRONG AS DEATH.

—SONG OF SOLOMON 8:6
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