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Dedication:

To Arthur and Dorothy,

Thank you for being our inspiration. We see the world through your eyes and every day you make us proud as we watch you living life to the full, absorbing every experience and cherishing each new challenge. We simply love sharing time with you both, being creative in the garden sowing and planting, or in the kitchen cooking and turning meals into celebrations. It gives us such pleasure to see you thriving as you share with us the joys of family life. We are in awe of the magic you sprinkle over our lives and others. You are both so loved.

Your gushy mummy and daddy

XXX
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Introduction – Welcome!

Welcome to A Taste of the Château, a journey into the heart of our home and a celebration of life’s simplest pleasures. Nestled in beautiful rural France, Château-de-la Motte Husson is our forever home and a source of inspiration with its vibrant, continually changing flora and fauna. Every season brings its own magic, its own flavours, smells and reasons to celebrate.!

These pages have been crafted with as much love and care as our Château’s restoration and are a visual record of a year at our home. In our world, family is the cornerstone of every festivity, every trip to the garden, every bloom that is plucked, and every craft made. We had so much fun talking about what we would like to include, and we hope this true enjoyment shines through. Just in case you haven’t worked this out yet, when you see writing in bold, that’s me, Angel, telling a story.

And when it looks like this, that’s me, Dick. Join us, as we share our cherished recipes, including family favourites, family hand-me-downs and new ones inspired by our travels. Our recipes are more than just instructions; they are stories of seasons and love, words that are meant to be savoured as much as the dishes themselves.

Our gardening tips spring from the soil of practical experience and are imbued with the joy of watching things grow slowly through the year. From sowing your first seeds to harvesting your bounteous crops, we’ll share stories that bring the outdoors to life, and we hope we will get you in the mood to get your green fingers dirty so you can use some incredible home-grown produce in your cooking.

With so much love in every celebration we host, they deserve to be showcased in style. Our crafting, intertwined with the laughter of our children, echoes the spirit of old and new. Whether it’s my seasonal table decorations or home-made gifts for that personal touch, making crafts with your own style and character will add charm to every gathering and remind you that the journey of creating is as important as the final product.
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Each chapter of this book is a passage through times of the year that hold a special place at the Château. From the crisp whispers of spring, through to the abundant harvests of summer, to the golden glow of autumn and the whispering silences of winter; every season is a reason to gather, create, and taste the bounty of the land.

That’s why we decided that the flow of the book should not only be seasonal but would use our own family calendar of celebrations as touchstones for your inspiration to host your own. These aren’t prescriptive, of course, but we hope will give you a glimpse of how we curate our own events.

A Taste of the Château is more than a book to us; it is an invitation to weave the joy of these moments into your own life. To find beauty in the petals of a flower, warmth in a home-cooked meal, and laughter in the creation of something handcrafted. It is an encouragement to pause, breathe, and relish the joy of being together.

Step into the Château with us, where every day is a discovery, and every night a celebration and thanks for what we have, even if that just means taking ten minutes to sit by the front door with a cup of tea to reflect on the day. We hope there is some magic on these pages that inspires you to create, to grow, to cook, and to cherish the moments of joy that build the mosaic of family life. Here’s to discovering the taste of the Château, wherever you may be.



A Family Update

What a difference a decade makes!

Our Château dream has become a reality, and we find ourselves waking and smiling as life here is all that we hoped it would be. Arthur and Dorothy are growing up so quickly Angel and I have to remind each other to savour every moment. It feels like it was only yesterday that we first entered the Château with Arthur toddling along holding our hands and Dorothy in a papoose attached to mummy’s hip, yet nearly ten years have passed, and here we are with two bright, lively and fun to be with children who are growing up way too fast. 

What a decade it has been! When we turned the corner and saw the Château for the first time, we had no idea what adventures would lay ahead for us, and now looking back through old photos or catching a repeat of Escape to the Château just reminds us that so much has changed! Our children are always the best indicator of this, but the Château has evolved beyond anything we could ever have imagined. We continue to look forward and feel that we are entering a new era with our family and the Château. We moved to France to be the navigators of our destiny and ‘smell the roses’, and after a lot of hard work, it’s really time to put that saying to the test.
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We always try to live life to the full, and so take every opportunity to create memories, be it sitting down to breakfast together, pottering in the garden, or enjoying an evening with friends. We hope this book encourages you to do the same, and to use the words of Kipling from his poem If, let’s all ‘fill the unforgiving minute with sixty seconds’ worth of distance run.’

Enjoy the book and thank you for your support and love.
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