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Praise for Apples

‘Funny, tragic and transcendent. If you were ever a teenager, read it’

Lauren Laverne

‘If … Bret Easton Ellis had grown up in a North of England housing project, Less Than Zero might have looked a bit like Apples. It’s one of the best books I’ve ever read about being young, working-class and British’

Irvine Welsh

‘Wonderful … Apples is unlike any novel I’ve read. Who knows? We may have discovered our J.D. Salinger early’

John Sutherland, Financial Times

‘[An] unbelievably good, affecting, unpretentious debut novel … more than anything, Apples feels truthful: whether the drugs, the sex, the boozing or the brutal insecurities of adolescence, it all smacks beautifully of the real thing’

Jon Elek, Time Out

‘Crass, graphic, funny and unnerving … well constructed and streaming with gorgeous language, it’s a frighteningly recognisable glimpse into a particular experience of adolescence’

Catherine Taylor, Guardian

‘A retelling of Paradise Lost set on a Middlesbrough housing estate. Apples is … experimental, fearless, funny and frightening’

Sarah Hughes, Observer

‘If this terrifyingly talented author really does have his finger on the pulse of today’s youth, parents should probably just give up right now’

Jeff Turentine, New York Times

‘Milward gives his characters such rich inner lives that it’s impossible not to care deeply about them. We will them towards each other as they negotiate a minefield of unwanted pregnancies, violence and drug-taking’

Tom Fleming, Spectator

‘Electrifying’

Melissa Katsoulis, The Times

‘An astonishing debut … Catcher in the Rye meets the Arctic Monkeys’

Hannah Betts, The Times

‘Dazzling … I loved Apples … If I were an adolescent, I’d read and re-read [it] until it fell apart’

thebookbag.co.uk

‘Written with a naive candour [and] … with appealing freshness and humour’

Guardian

‘A confident, no-holds-barred and bizarrely optimistic story – a fairy tale with plenty of heart’

Sunday Business Post

‘Barely in his double digits and this boy can WRITE! Apples is our little joy of the month’

Guardian, ‘Going Up’

‘Its provocative subject matter is the least striking thing about the novel: what is fascinating about it is Milward. Already he possesses an idiosyncratic style that many writers go whole careers without discovering’

The Times

‘The moment I started reading I was hooked … Milward writes with ferocious, infectious energy [and] sharp, black wit’

Mail on Sunday
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