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Enter the SF Gateway …

In the last years of the twentieth century (as Wells might have put it), Gollancz, Britain’s oldest and most distinguished science fiction imprint, created the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series. Dedicated to re-publishing the English language’s finest works of SF and Fantasy, most of which were languishing out of print at the time, they were – and remain – landmark lists, consummately fulfilling the original mission statement:


‘SF MASTERWORKS is a library of the greatest SF ever written, chosen with the help of today’s leading SF writers and editors. These books show that genuinely innovative SF is as exciting today as when it was first written.’



Now, as we move inexorably into the twenty-first century, we are delighted to be widening our remit even more. The realities of commercial publishing are such that vast troves of classic SF & Fantasy are almost certainly destined never again to see print. Until very recently, this meant that anyone interested in reading any of these books would have been confined to scouring second-hand bookshops. The advent of digital publishing has changed that paradigm for ever.

The technology now exists to enable us to make available, for the first time, the entire backlists of an incredibly wide range of classic and modern SF and fantasy authors. Our plan is, at its simplest, to use this technology to build on the success of the SF and Fantasy Masterworks series and to go even further.

Welcome to the new home of Science Fiction & Fantasy. Welcome to the most comprehensive electronic library of classic SFF titles ever assembled.

Welcome to the SF Gateway.
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FOREWORD

As we predicted in the first book of this series men from the planet Earth have now been launched into that vast region of emptiness which has been called Space; so space fiction is no longer far removed from space fact, if, indeed, it has not become part of the same thing. In other words, what has been called space fiction, which means fiction associated with other worlds, is not more fictitious than stories about imaginary people who happen to live on the surface of the planet known to us as Earth.

Such tales as Robinson Crusoe and Swiss Family Robinson were fantasies written at a time when we knew less about this particular world than is known today. Admittedly, we know nothing about what is happening on other worlds, but it is now only a question of time before we do. What is not true is fiction, whether the tale is supposed to occur on Earth or anywhere else; but in our own day and age we have seen what was once described as fiction come to pass.

The Jules Verne stories, for example, which prophesied things no one at the time they were written could take seriously—air and submarine travel, for instance. Anyone who lives for a few more years will not only see people from Earth on the Moon, the starting point for space exploration, but will in all probability be able to watch them—on television.

To avoid repetition, which might irritate readers of the previous books in this series, here are the names of the Space explorers chiefly concerned.

Professor Lucius Brane. A somewhat eccentric (but by no means foolish) scientist inventor.

Group-Captain “Tiger” Clinton, formerly of the R.A.F. Experimental Establishment.

His son, Rex Clinton.

Squadron-Leader “Toby” Paul, of the R.A.F. Medical Service.

Vargo Lentos. A Martian liaison officer.

Gator. Commander of the spaceship Tavona.

Borron. A space navigator of great experience.

Morino. Rex’s girl-friend on Mars.

Rolto. A mischievous Martian spaceship commander.

How the Earth members of the party found themselves involved in space exploration is narrated in the earlier books, which appeared in the following order:


1.Kings of Space

2.Return to Mars

3.Now to the Stars

4.To Outer Space

5.The Edge of Beyond

6.The Death Rays of Ardilla

7.To Worlds Unknown

8.The Quest for the Perfect Planet

9.Worlds of Wonder
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