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NEMOURS ESTATE

Wilmington, Delaware | c. 1910

Photo by Walter Bibikow
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RØMØ KITE FESTIVAL

Rømø, Denmark | c. 1989

Photo by Søren Nørgaard Jakobson


FOREWORD



Do these places actually exist?

Some of them look imaginary, and some apparently look like I (Wes) made them up, but I didn’t, and I’ve never been to any of them—except the umbrella shop on here.

For certain: I am going to find my way to this kite festival in Denmark one day (here). 

In the meantime, I send my very best wishes to Wally and Amanda Koval and their Community of adventurer photographers…

—Wes Anderson
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RIGI RAILWAYS
 Goldau, Switzerland | c. 1871
 Photo by Marjorie Becker, CAP


Introduction

THANK YOU FOR EXPLORING

Hey, Adventurers!

Accidentally Wes Anderson began as a personal travel bucket list in 2017, and has somehow grown into a vibrant Community of nearly two million people. Each of us has our own ideas about the adventures that call to us, and many of them have found their way into this book.

Sometimes those adventures involve traveling around the world or jumping out of an airplane. Other times they begin simply by making a left turn out of our neighborhood instead of a right.

This book is about all types of adventures—big and small, everyday and extraordinary, here and way over there. You’ll venture to Antarctica through the treacherous Drake Passage, make a stop in lesser-known Jincumbilly, Australia (where platypuses outnumber people), discover a bridge in Wisconsin that went to nowhere, and drop into the most peculiar umbrella shop in London.

But no matter where, when, or why, adventure is nothing without the people who make it memorable. Here we share the stories of communities and characters—on every continent—who come to life as vividly as the photos themselves.

You’ll meet the father of American skydiving, who created the UN-sanctioned official center of the world—a California town with a population of two. You’ll visit the “post office at the end of the world” in Tierra del Fuego—and meet the mustachioed letter carrier who, in his free time, runs an anarchist island micronation called Redonda. And you’ll travel to a town in the Arctic Circle where cats are not allowed, humans cannot be buried, and a primary attraction is a doomsday vault containing the recipe for the Oreo cookie.

Almost every one of these locations could warrant their own book (and some have!). We hope this collection inspires you to dive deeper into these worlds, add to your own travel bucket list, and discover new opportunities for future adventures, wherever you might be and wherever you may go.

<3
 W+A

[image: image]

GRUMMAN G-164B AG-CAT
 Palouse Prairie, Washington | c. 1950s
 Photo by Ben Herndon




Explore Responsibly
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THE PINK HOUSE
 London, England | c. 1820
 Photo by Julie Taylor

Peter Lee has lived in this perfectly pink home for more than forty years, and people love taking photos of it. And Peter loves that people love taking photos of it. He just asks that you respect the tile on his front steps, and don’t hang on the banister. Just to say: please explore responsibly and respectfully. <3



Perhaps your adventure starts and ends within the pages of this book. But if you visit some of the places shared here, keep a few things in mind. Check your local listings: locations close, schedules change, and environmental conditions evolve. Looking for that perfect shot? Scaffolding happens. Call, email, or send a carrier pigeon to confirm details before you make travel plans.

Then, when you get there, be nice! Obey the local laws. Treat every place, and every person, with kindness and respect.

Additionally, each story in this book begins with a Name, Location, and Date. Each date—preceded by a “c.”— is meant as a point in time when the structure or location was founded, established, built, manufactured, or opened to the public. Some locations have been built and rebuilt, or closed and reopened numerous times. We did our best to pinpoint the date that would not only be accurate but also be true to the story.

Finally, many of these photos may seem fantastical or out of this world, but they’re all real. Each was captured by a real person. It’s all part of the adventure.

If you come across any outdated or incorrect information, please let us know! Send an email to Book@AccidentallyWesAnderson.com. Happy exploring!
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PARACAS NATIONAL RESERVE
Ica, Peru| c. 1975
Photo by Vincenzo Rizza
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