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PRAISE FOR CRITICAL PEDAGOGY

A TEACHER’S COMPANION


Critical Pedagogy: a teacher’s companion is one of the best books written on the meaning, purpose and use of critical pedagogy in the classroom in the last few decades. Not only is it beautifully written, while being rigorous and accessible, but it also covers a wide area of crucial concerns regarding what critical pedagogy is and is not, especially in light of the myths and falsehoods used to attack it. Moreover, it is more than a defence and articulation regarding critical pedagogy – it is a text that every educator should read in order to evaluate and rethink their own classroom visions and practices as part of a broader practice of freedom and empowerment. This is a brilliant book and is sorely needed at a time when all levels of education are under attack by extremist groups. Education and critical pedagogy are crucial in a democracy and this book makes that case with a clarity, urgency and passion that is much needed.

Henry A. Giroux, Chair for Scholarship in the Public Interest and Paulo Freire Distinguished Scholar in Critical Pedagogy, McMaster University, Canada

Critical Pedagogy: a teacher’s companion is a thorough, robust and timely argument for the need for criticality in teaching, to empower students and teachers alike. Educators will undoubtedly benefit from this book. We need to engage with politics, history, academia and core values and this book offers vital guidance in all these areas.

Jeffrey Boakye, author, educator, speaker, broadcaster and journalist

Tait Coles’ Critical Pedagogy: a teacher’s companion is essential reading for those new to the teaching profession, and a compelling and illuminating guide for educators eager to revolutionise their teaching practices. The book offers hope for teachers who believe in the power of education to be a transformative force, while fostering a deeper understanding of social justice and equity. The strength of the book lies in its ability to blend theory with practical strategies, making it accessible for educators at all levels. Coles skilfully unpacks the foundational principles of critical pedagogy, demonstrating how they can be applied in diverse classroom settings. Throughout the book there is an emphasis on cultivating a reflective and inclusive approach to education. Coles invites educators to commit to critically examine their own assumptions, biases and practices. This self-reflective approach serves as a powerful catalyst for personal and professional growth, encouraging teachers to create inclusive learning environments in their schools and colleges. A must-read for educators who aspire to go beyond traditional teaching paradigms and embark on a journey of transformative education. Coles has crafted a seminal work that both informs and inspires, leaving readers with a renewed sense of purpose and the tools to effect positive change in their classrooms and communities.

Dr Sadia Habib, lecturer in education, University of Manchester

Tait Coles’ Critical Pedagogy: a teacher’s companion is a real game-changer for anyone in education. It’s like a deep dive into how we can make our classrooms more empowering and fair, especially for those students who often get overlooked. Coles doesn’t just stick to the old ways of teaching; he challenges us to think differently and use education to fight against social injustice. It’s a must-read if you’re into teaching that goes beyond the textbooks and really makes a difference. In an age of compliance and conformity, education needs anger and fury to challenge the preconceived ideas that too many have accepted.

Matt Perry, headteacher, Halifax Academy

Tait Coles’ Critical Pedagogy: a teacher’s companion is an invaluable source for anyone involved or interested in adopting a rights-based perspective when thinking about their teaching practice. The narrative is engaging, absorbing and accessible, and the text rattles along at a pace that feels comfortable and authentic. The book provides the perfect opportunity to take stock of where we are as a profession. More importantly, it suggests that we are in control of our future destiny and that we as practitioners can strengthen the idea of rights-led practice if we value the contribution of the young people we support. Coles asks some very difficult questions of the reader, but the result is a text that is robust in its assertions and sound in terms of ideology and philosophy. I can’t stress enough how important this book is and how timely it feels.

Brian Mitchell, School of Social Sciences, University of Bradford

Critical Pedagogy: a teacher’s companion is a refreshing, wide-ranging read with references locally and internationally that takes a practical and inspiring approach to critical pedagogy.

Evie Manning, co-artistic director, Common Wealth/Speakers Corner, Bradford

In this book, Tait Coles sets out a compelling and convincing argument for the centring of critical pedagogy within schools. Through a robust critique of authoritarian and damaging contemporary pedagogical practice, we understand how schooling is currently centred around economic imperatives at the expense of creativity, care and vital reimaginings of a better world. A series of thought-provoking chapters, which disrupt normative ideas of neutrality and meritocracy, offer the opportunity for teachers to explore key issues of power, agency and oppression. Such inquiry is vital in times of instrumentalism and transmissive approaches to both teaching and teacher education, which deny the chance to ask the bigger philosophical and values-based questions. As such, this book would lend itself to group readings and activities by teacher collectives who wish to disrupt and reimagine ‘education as usual’. This book is also recommended for anyone (in education or wider community contexts) wanting to understand what critical pedagogy is, and how it can be used for good in our existing and future educational systems.

Dr Kay Sidebottom, lecturer in education, University of Stirling

Critical Pedagogy: a teacher’s companion exceeds expectations of being transformative and refreshing. The purpose of this book is clear: a tool for educators promoting the significance of having honest and powerful dialogues within a classroom setting with impressionable and capable students. The book is extensively researched concerning the highs and lows of current teaching and learning approaches used in many schools and trusts. Above all, the intention is unclouded – it is essential for educators to understand their impact outside of a rigid and standardised curriculum. The book is not only accessible but broad. Each chapter provides a very original perspective on current secondary education practices within English education, and many instances have been discussed as to why critical pedagogy should be absorbed and practised in secondary education. Coles’ experience working with students from marginalised and disadvantaged areas of society shines through the essence of this book. As a former student, I positively attest to the philosophy and promotion of self-emancipation this book encapsulates. At a time when politics is a back-seat but powerful driver of education, this book is not only timely but influential.

K. Devi, former student

Tait Coles is an intellectual. Some time ago, he was the great ‘white’ hope of the left of the profession, and I am delighted he’s returned to publish his critical perspective on critical pedagogy. Coles is enormously well read and, consequently, his thoughts on the subject are deeply well-articulated, fluid and immensely politically astute. At a time when pedagogic culture is dominated by chancers and lightweights, it is a joy to read something from an important voice that has come to the fore once again. I look forward to reading more of his leftist wisdoms and learnings in the mid- and long-term future.

Phil Beadle, teacher, author and speaker
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