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Introduction to the modern depth study



0.1 Your exam: What is assessed and how

The GCSE course that you are following is made up of four different studies.




	 
	Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment
	Paper 2: Period study and British depth study
	Paper 3: Modern depth study





	What is assessed?
	Section A: Historic environment
This focuses on the relationship between a place and historical events and developments.

	Option P: Period study
This focuses on a wider world topic over a period of at least 50 years.

	This focuses on the complexity of a historical society or situation. The interplay of different aspects of history are considered.



	Section B: Thematic study
This focuses on change and continuity across a long sweep of history – from the medieval period to present day.

	Option B: British depth study
This focuses on a period of British history over a short period of time (under 40 years).




	How is it assessed?
	Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
30% of your GCSE

(52 marks)

Section A – 3 compulsory questions

(16 marks)

Section B – 2 compulsory questions and 1 from a choice of 2

(36 marks)

	Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
40% of your GCSE

(64 marks)

Period study – 2 compulsory questions and 2 from a choice of 3

(32 marks)

British depth study – 2 compulsory questions and 1 from a choice of 2

(32 marks)

	Written exam: 1 hour and 20 minutes
30% of your GCSE (52 marks)

Section A – 2 compulsory questions

(16 marks)

Section B – 4 compulsory questions

(36 marks)






This book prepares you for Paper 3 Modern depth study: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39.

It focuses on key developments in Germany between 1918 and 1939. This was a time period of dramatic change. You will study:




	Part
	Key content (topics)
	Review pages





	Part 1: The Weimar Republic, 1918–29
	
	•  The origins of the Republic, 1918–19

	•  The early challenges to the Weimar Republic, 1919–23

	•  The ‘Golden Years’: the recovery of the Republic, 1924–29

	•  Changes in society, 1924–29



	pages 36–37



	Part 2: Hitler’s rise to power, 1919–33
	
	•  Early development of the Nazi Party, 1920–22

	•  The Munich Putsch and the Nazi Party, 1923–28

	•  The growth in support for the Nazis, 1929–32

	•  How Hitler became Chancellor, 1932–33



	pages 61–62



	Part 3: Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933–39
	
	•  The creation of a dictatorship, 1933–34

	•  The police state

	•  Controlling and influencing attitudes

	•  Opposition, resistance and conformity



	pages 89–90



	Part 4: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–39
	
	•  Nazi policies towards women

	•  Nazi policies towards the young

	•  Employment and living standards

	•  The persecution of minorities



	pages 115–116






How the modern depth study will be examined

You will be examined on your knowledge and understanding of the modern depth study in Paper 3. The exam will be 1 hour 30 minutes. The table below gives you some guidance on writing time. You will need around 10 minutes or so to read the sources and interpretations for Question 3.
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Revision Tip

Break down your revision into manageable chunks of content

This book is organised into four parts that reflect the parts of the specification. At the end of each part of the course, make sure you review and revise what you have just covered. The ‘Exam Practice’, ‘Recall Challenge’ and ‘Review’ features will help you do this.
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The table below shows the type of questions you will be asked. You should always spend up to a couple of minutes making sure you identify the focus of the question and planning your approach before you start to write your answer. This book will give you step-by-step guidance on how to tackle each type of question.




	Type of question
	Guidance
	Marks
	Writing time
	Advice and practice





	1
	Give two things you can infer from Source A about …
	Focus on the question.
Make an inference and then support with a quotation or detail from the source.

Repeat for the second inference.

	4
	6 minutes
	Pages 12, 15, 25, 31, 40, 45, 51, 54, 60, 76, 80



	2
	Explain why …
	You will have a choice of two questions. Focus on the question and explain why an event or situation happened.
Aim to write three paragraphs. Support your answer with at least three aspects of knowledge.

	12
	18 minutes
	Pages 37, 49, 62, 70, 90, 104, 115



	3a
	How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into …
	The sources could be visual or written. They will relate to an aspect of the enquiry in the question.
Focus on how the sources are useful.

Use the content of the source, the provenance of the source and your contextual knowledge to evaluate the usefulness of the sources.

	8
	12 minutes
	Pages 28, 29, 41, 56, 68, 77, 82, 88, 96



	3b
	Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about …
What is the main difference between these views?

	Summarise the view in Interpretation 1 and support with a quotation. Summarise the view in Interpretation 2 and support with a quotation. Use the connective ‘however’ to summarise the overall difference between the two views.
	4
	6 minutes
	Pages 28, 29, 45, 56, 88, 102, 108



	3c
	Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about …
	Explain that Interpretations 1 and 2 are different because:
The authors have used different sources to form their view.

The authors have chosen to focus on different aspects of the history.

The authors have chosen to emphasis different aspects of the history.

	4
	6 minutes
	Pages 28, 29, 45, 56, 88, 102, 108



	3d
	How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about …
	This is an essay question, requiring you to reach a judgement.
Aim to agree with the view in Interpretation 2 using your own historical knowledge and then disagree with the view in Interpretation 2 using the view in Interpretation 1 and your own historical knowledge.

Make sure that you write a conclusion explaining how far you agree with the view in Interpretation 2.

	20 (16 + 4 for SPaG)
	30 minutes
	Pages 23, 28, 29, 56, 88, 102, 108







[image: ]

Revision Tips

Make exam practice part of your revision

Exam Tips give you step-by-step guidance on how to tackle each type of question. Effective revision is not just learning the content. You need to understand what each type of question is asking you to think about in the exam and to practise delivering it.

Take responsibility

Reflect on your strengths and weaknesses. What question types do you struggle with? Take responsibility: spend more time practising the types of question you find most difficult. Use feedback from your teacher to improve your approach.
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0.2 The big picture: Identify the big questions


Connect & Engage

The following topic summaries identify the people and big questions the book will cover. However, top historians do not answer only other people’s questions, they also ask tions of their own! As you read the summary of each topic, note down any questions you might have about this topic.




	Part 1: The Weimar Republic, 1918–29





	Topic 1: The origins of the Republic, 1918–19
The Weimar Republic was a new democratic government created after the abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1918. Its constitution made it one of the most democratic countries in the world.

	Topic 2: The early challenges to the Weimar Republic, 1919–23
The Weimar Republic faced challenges including the Treaty of Versailles. It faced the Spartacist Rising, led in part by Rosa Luxemburg, and an economic crisis called hyperinflation in 1923.

	Topic 3: The ‘Golden Years’: the recovery of the Republic, 1924–29
In these years, the Weimar Republic enjoyed a period of political stability and economic recovery, in which politician Gustav Stresemann was instrumental. Loans from the USA enabled the German economy to grow.

	Topic 4: Changes in society, 1924–29
German society changed hugely. Culture was vibrant and Germany became the centre of the film industry.









	Part 2: Hitler’s rise to power, 1919–33





	Topic 5: Early development of the Nazi Party, 1920–22
Adolf Hitler joined the Nazi Party and transformed it. He set out the party‘s goals in the 25-point programme.

	Topic 6: The Munich Putsch and the Nazi Party, 1923–28
The Nazi Party tried to take power by force in the Munich Putsch of November 1923. It failed and Hitler was imprisoned. The Nazi Party only gained 12 seats in the May 1928 election.

	Topic 7: The growth in support for the Nazis, 1929–32
In the early 1930s, support for the Nazis grew dramatically. This was due to an economic crisis sparked by the Wall Street Crash of 1929.

	Topic 8: How Hitler became Chancellor, 1932–33
Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany in January 1933 by President Paul von Hindenburg. This was because the Nazis had the most support in Germany but also due to politicians such as Franz von Papen.









	Part 3: Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933–39





	Topic 9: The creation of a dictatorship, 1933–34
As Chancellor, Hitler set about getting rid of democracy. Events like the Reichstag Fire, Enabling Act and Night of the Long Knives helped him increase his powers. When President von Hindenburg died in August 1934, Hitler became Führer.

	Topic 10: The police state
The Nazis controlled the German people using the SS under the leadership of Heinrich Himmler. The law courts were taken over by the Nazis and the Nazis aimed to control the Church.

	Topic 11: Controlling and influencing attitudes
The Nazis used propaganda to control people. Joseph Goebbels was in charge of censorship and propaganda.

	Topic 12: Opposition, resistance and conformity
There was opposition to the Nazis mostly from the Churches and young people. Pastor Martin Niemöller was a key opponent.









	Part 4: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–39





	Topic 13: Nazi policies towards women
The Nazis wanted a traditional way of life for German women. They wanted women to be mothers and made it more difficult for women to have jobs or go to university.

	Topic 14: Nazi policies towards the young
Hitler said ‘Those who have youth on their side control the future’. Hitler created Nazi youth groups and used education to indoctrinate young people into supporting Nazi ideals.

	Topic 15: Employment and living standards
The Nazis promised people ‘work and bread’ and by 1939 had largely reduced unemployment in Germany. They created organisations such as Beauty of Labour and Strength Through Joy to influence living standards.

	Topic 16: The persecution of minorities
The Nazis targeted minority groups such as Jewish people, black people, LGBTQ+ people, disabled people and Roma and Sinti communities. ‘Kristallnacht’ in 1938 (Night of the Broken Glass) was a key turning point in the treatment of Jewish people.









0.3 Key features: How this book works

The tasks in this book will help you learn what you need to know and how to apply your knowledge to answer exam questions effectively. They are your ‘steps to success’.
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Revision Tips


	1  Don’t delay revision until just before the exam
Revision should be an ongoing process. You need to revisit topics that you have studied regularly. Otherwise, as the graph shows, you will quickly start to forget key topics.


	2  Retrieval practice makes your memory stronger
When you recall what you have previously studied, your brain strengthens connections and makes it easier to recall this information in the future.


	3  Spaced practice helps you remember for longer!
At the end of each topic, we test you, not just on that topic but on previous ones as well. You should regularly return to the Review tasks from previous topics and test your knowledge of ‘older material’. As the graph shows, this should improve recall and stop you forgetting.
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Apply Recall Challenge

Know your individuals

How much can you remember from the ‘big picture’ of the Germany course? Match each of the individuals to the correct description.




	Individual
	    
	Description





	Adolf Hitler
	 
	Leading Nazi who was in charge of propaganda



	Gustav Stresemann
	 
	Leading Nazi who was in charge of the SS



	Martin Niemöller
	 
	Leader of the Nazi Party who became Chancellor of Germany in January 1933



	Paul von Hindenburg
	 
	Politician who helped Germany recover from its problems between 1924 and 1929



	Rosa Luxemburg
	 
	President from 1925 to 1934 who appointed Hitler as Chancellor



	Heinrich Himmler
	 
	One of the leaders of the Spartacist Rising of 1919



	Joseph Goebbels
	 
	Church leader and opponent of the Nazis





Know your key dates

Match each event to the year it happened.




	Year
	    
	Event





	1918
	 
	The Spartacist Rising



	1919
	 
	Wall Street Crash



	1923
	 
	‘Kristallnacht’ (Night of the Broken Glass)



	1929
	 
	Abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II leads to Weimar Republic



	1933
	 
	Death of President von Hindenburg



	1934
	 
	Hyperinflation crisis



	1938
	 
	Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany
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