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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide their own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it — personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Tick to track your progress

Use the revision planner on page 4 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


	✚  revised and understood a topic


	✚  tested yourself


	✚  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes




You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed

Exam tips


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.


Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads


Key terms


Essential key terms are highlighted in bold in the text, with clear, concise definitions provided alongside.

Use the glossary at the end of the book for quick reference and revision of terms from the specification.


Summaries


The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.


Revision tasks


These activities will help you the understand each topic in an interactive way.


Exam skills


These summaries highlight how the specific skills identified or applicable in that chapter can be applied to your exam answers.


Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.


Online


Go online to check your answers to the exam questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads







My revision planner


Theme 1 UK government and politics

1    Democracy and participation

2    Political parties

3    Electoral systems

4    Voting behaviour and the media

5    The UK constitution

6    Parliament

7    The prime minister and the executive

8    Relations between branches

Theme 2 Political ideas

9    Liberalism

10  Conservatism

11  Socialism

12  Anarchism

13  Ecologism

14  Feminism

15  Multiculturalism

16  Nationalism

Theme 3 US Global politics

17  Comparative theories

18  The state and globalisation

19  Global governance: political and economic

20  Global governance: human rights and the environment

21  Power and developments

22  Regionalism and the European Union

Glossary







Countdown to my exams



6–8 weeks to go


	✚  Start by looking at the specification — make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on page 4 to familiarise yourself with the topics.


	✚  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.


	✚  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.


	✚  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.







2–6 weeks to go


	✚  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, summaries and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.


	✚  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads


	✚  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.


	✚  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads


	✚  Use the revision activities to try out different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.


	✚  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.







One week to go


	✚  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.


	✚  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.


	✚  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.







The day before the examination


	✚  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example the examiners’ tips, topic summaries and key terms.


	✚  Check the time and place of your examination.


	✚  Make sure you have everything you need — extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.


	✚  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.







My exams

Paper 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas

Date: .......................................................................................

Time: ......................................................................................

Location: ................................................................................

Paper 2: UK Government and Non-Core Political Ideas

Date: .......................................................................................

Time: ......................................................................................

Location: ................................................................................

Paper 3: Comparative Politics — Global

Date: .......................................................................................

Time: ......................................................................................

Location: ................................................................................









Theme 1 UK government and politics

1 Democracy and participation

1.1 What types of democracy are present in the UK?


Democracy is from the Greek ‘demos’ and ‘kratos’, meaning rule of the people. There is more than one type of democracy, however. The UK uses a number of types of democracy, including direct and representative (Table 1.1).

Table 1.1 Types of democracy in the UK









	 
	Direct democracy

	Representative democracy




	Features

	
People are engaged directly in political decision-making, making decisions for themselves.

Such decisions are usually made on specific, and limited, issues at a time.


	
People vote for someone to engage in political decision-making on their behalf.

Usually, representatives are elected by smaller sections of a society in constituencies in free and fair elections.





	Use in the UK

	The most common form of direct democracy in the UK is the use of referendums, e.g. the referendums on devolution in 1997 and 1998, the Scottish independence referendum in 2014 and the Brexit referendum in 2016.

	
The UK has a range of representatives at different levels of government, e.g.:


	✚  Members of Parliament (MPs) elected to serve in UK Parliament


	✚  Scottish, Welsh and Northern Irish representatives elected to serve in devolved bodies


	✚  local councillors elected to local councils








	Example

	
The Brexit Referendum, 2016


	✚  Citizens voted on whether the UK should remain part of the European Union (EU) or not.


	✚  72% of eligible voters turned out.


	✚  52% of voters voted to ‘leave’ the EU, while 48% voted to ‘remain’.


	✚  This gave the Conservative government at the time the mandate to take the UK out of the European Union, which was achieved on 31 January 2020.





	
The general election, 2019


	✚  Citizens voted on which party they wished to govern the country for up to the next 5 years, based on manifestos that covered lots of issues.


	✚  67% of eligible voters turned out.


	✚  43.6% voted for the Conservative Party, 32.1% voted for the Labour Party and 11.6% voted for the Liberal Democrats.


	✚  This gave the Conservative Party under Boris Johnson the mandate to govern the UK.










While it appears that there are distinct differences between direct and representative democracy, they do have similarities:


	✚  Both systems engage the population in political decision-making and encourage them to be politically educated in order to take part in the political system.


	✚  Both systems recognise the people as the source of political power, requiring the consent of the voters. In representative democracy, this consent gives legitimacy to elected officials; in direct democracy it gives legitimacy to the decision in the referendum.


	✚  Both systems try to balance competing interests within a country. Often citizens and politicians do not agree on a single course of action; both of these types of democracies try to provide answers and political direction.





Direct democracy A political system in which the people make decisions themselves, rather than through an elected official acting on their behalf.

Representative democracy A political system in which citizens elect a representative to make decisions on their behalf.




Exam tip

In any question discussing democracy, it is important to define the type of democracy that you are discussing. There are so many types used in the UK today, that simply talking about ‘democracy’ does not demonstrate understanding of these systems.




Now test yourself


	1    Distinguish between representative and direct democracy.


	2    Identify three advantages of representative democracy.


	3    Describe two different examples of the use of direct and representative democracy in the UK recently.






What are the advantages and disadvantages of direct and representative democracy?

Table 1.2 Summary of direct and representative democracy








	Advantages of direct democracy

	Advantages of representative democracy




	

	✚  Everyone with the franchise is able to have their voice directly heard, making it the purest form of democracy.


	✚  It encourages the engagement of citizens in the political system and increases political education.


	✚  The decisions that are reached can have greater legitimacy.


	✚  It can solve controversial issues — these may be issues that are dividing a party or controversial issues for society. The resulting decision therefore has a clearer mandate.





	

	✚  Electing representatives works on a large scale in a country with millions of citizens.


	✚  Elections for representatives allows them to be held to account for their actions and decisions, allowing good representatives to continue their role and poor ones to be removed.


	✚  It can help to avoid tyranny of the majority, allowing for minority representation to be better heard and acted upon.


	✚  Many decisions are complex and elected representatives have the time and responsibility to understand them before making decisions.








	Disadvantages of direct democracy

	Disadvantages of representative democracy




	

	✚  In countries with millions of citizens, it is difficult to use direct democracy frequently given the number of decisions that need to be taken.


	✚  It removes accountability for the decisions that politicians carry out, as they can say they are carrying out the will of the people.


	✚  It can lead to tyranny of the majority, as the minority are unlikely to have their voices heard.


	✚  Referendums can be on highly complex issues and citizens do not necessarily have the time or full context to be able to understand these issues.





	

	✚  Although everyone gets to vote for a representative, it is not possible for that representative to make the voice of each of their constituents heard.


	✚  It can encourage political apathy, with people believing that politics is not for them, but only for the elected representatives.


	✚  Decisions that are reached can lack legitimacy as they may be made by representatives who were elected a number of years ago in entirely different national circumstances.











Legitimacy The rightful exercise of political power, usually by a government that gains legitimacy for its decisions from winning a free and fair election.

Tyranny of the majority A situation where the will of the majority of people in a country is used to make decisions, ignoring the will or needs of the minority.



What other types of democracy are there in the UK?

The UK uses a number of other types of democracy. The features of these can be seen in Table 1.3.

Table 1.3 Features of other types of democracy









	Liberal democracy

	Pluralist democracy

	Elitist democracy




	

	✚  Free, fair and frequent elections


	✚  Free media, without censorship


	✚  Tolerance of a wide range of views


	✚  Protection of the rights of citizens


	✚  Government is limited in the extent of its power





	

	✚  Tolerance of a wide range of views


	✚  Many centres/locations of political powers


	✚  Competing parties/groups between which power can, and does, change hands





	

	✚  Power is concentrated in the hands of the few


	✚  Usually, political decision-making is dominated by a small number of people, often those who are wealthy or well-educated










For each of these democracies, aspects of them can be seen in UK politics to varying degrees, and this often also changes over time.


Exam tip

It is not necessary to discuss every possible type of democracy being used in the UK in your essays. Instead, you should pick the types that are most relevant to the question that you have been asked.




Now test yourself


	4    Identify three advantages of direct democracy.


	5    Identify three disadvantages of representative democracy and direct democracy.


	6    Briefly outline the features of liberal democracy.






How could aspects of UK democracy be reformed?

There are several concerns with the effectiveness of UK democracy today. Some of these are detailed in Table 1.4.

Table 1.4 Reasons for reform of UK democracy









	Concern

	What types of democracy is it a problem for?

	Possible reform/s?




	Falling voter engagement. Turnout at UK elections rarely exceeds 70%.

	Representative democracy — officials elected by a low turnout may lack legitimacy.

	
Make voting compulsory or introduce online voting.


	✓  Could increase turnout and improve legitimacy.


	✗  Would not necessarily increase political education, meaning votes could be cast without political knowledge. There is also a concern over the security of online voting.








	The extent of the franchise. A number of citizens cannot vote, for example under-18-year-olds.

	
Liberal democracy — protection of rights of citizens.

Pluralist democracy — allows power to be concentrated in fewer hands.


	
Lowering the voting age — perhaps to 16.


	✓  Could encourage political engagement of young people and increase legitimacy.


	✗  Questions over whether 16-year-olds are mature enough to exercise the vote.








	Lack of opportunities for engagement between elections.

	Direct democracy — elected officials may have years to make decisions without listening to the public.

	
Increase the use of referendums or e-democracy such as e-petitions.


	✓  Could increase public engagement on specific issues and improve legitimacy of decisions taken.


	✗  Could undermine representative democracy and make elected officials less accountable for their decisions.








	Representatives can only be held to account at election time.

	Representative democracy — elected officials are supposed to represent the views of their constituents.

	
Improve the ability of constituents to use acts such as the Recall of MPs Act of 2015.


	✓  Could improve the relationship between an MP and their constituency and the effectiveness of representation.


	✗  Could lead to elected officials being unable to use their expertise and judgement, instead relying on the opinions of their constituents.











E-democracy The use of ICT to improve citizens’ education and access in the political system. This could include e-petitions, online voting and the use of social media.




Exam tip

Expanding the franchise to 16-year-olds is a common suggestion for improving UK democracy. However, turnout statistics show that young people vote in lower numbers than older people. Therefore, extending the franchise to younger people could actually lead to a decrease in the percentage of voter turnout overall! Be aware of this when you are writing your essays.



1.2 The franchise

The franchise in the UK has been extended considerably over time (Table 1.5).


Franchise The right to vote. It is also called ‘suffrage’. The extent of the franchise refers to those with the right to vote, for example over-18s in the UK.



Table 1.5 Extension of the franchise in the UK over time (UK Parliament)











	1832 Reform Act

	1867 Reform Act

	1918 Representation of the People Act

	1928 Representation of the People Act

	1969 Representation of the People Act




	This gave the vote to middle-class men.

	This gave the vote to working-class men.

	This gave the vote to all men over 21, and many women over 30.

	This gave the vote to all men and women over 21.

	This lowered the voting age from 21 to 18.






However, there are still limits to those who can vote. The following people cannot vote in elections to the UK Parliament:


	✚  people aged under 18 years old


	✚  prisoners


	✚  members of the House of Lords





Now test yourself


	7    Describe three possible ways to improve democracy in the UK.


	8    Explain how e-democracy could be used in the UK.


	9    List three groups of people in the UK who do not have the vote.






How can people participate in democracy in the UK?

It is possible to participate in democracy in the UK by doing any of the following:


	✚  Vote — in a local, national or general election. The extent of participation can be judged by the turnout.


	✚  Stand in an election — those who are 18 or over, are a British citizen and pay a £500 deposit can run in a general election.


	✚  Join a political party — citizens can join a party and shape the policy direction of that party; many parties have youth memberships for those under 18.


	✚  Join a pressure group or political movement — with social media, groups such as Extinction Rebellion, Black Lives Matter and #MeToo allow people to be involved in issues that are significant to them.


	✚  Sign an e-petition — the House of Commons runs an e-petition website where petitions with 10,000+ signatures will get a response from the government and those with 100,000+ may be debated.





Is there a participation crisis in the UK?

One way to evaluate whether the UK has a democratic deficit is by reviewing whether the electorate participate in politics or not.








	Yes

	No




	

	✚  Turnout in elections is not high enough. The 2010, 2015, 2017 and 2019 general elections all had turnout between 65–69%, meaning around one-third of UK voters are not taking part in these elections.


	✚  Only around 50% of 18–24-year-olds have voted in the last three general elections.


	✚  Turnout in local elections is often even lower. The turnout at the 2012 Police and Crime commissioner elections was just 15.1%.


	✚  UK political parties have a total membership of less than one million people, compared to a population of nearly 70 million.


	✚  While those taking part in political movements such as Extinction Rebellion have made headlines, the numbers at their protests are far fewer than their presence on social media suggests.


	✚  Some petitions have had millions of signatures, but the lack of impact has undermined the relevance of this method of participation. In 2019, a petition to cancel Brexit passed more than 6 million signatures.





	

	✚  Turnout in recent elections has been higher than previous elections in the 2000s, and the results have been much closer. The 2010 election resulted in a coalition, 2015 in a very small majority and 2017 in a supply and confidence agreement. Close results can increase turnout.


	✚  There were calls for second referendums regarding Scottish independence and Brexit, demonstrating the public’s demand to take part in this form of democracy.


	✚  Social media has allowed voters to mobilise quickly and be heard by the government in a different forum. Sacking of government ministers and U-turns can be seen as a result of public participation.


	✚  The use of e-petitions, both government run and independent sites such as change.org, have seen substantial participation. Between 2015 and 2019, the Parliament-run e-petitions site gathered nearly 23 million unique signatures (around 35% of the UK population).


	✚  The Labour Party increased its membership substantially, at one point having over 500,000 members, up from 200,000 in 2014.













Participation crisis A situation in which few people take part in the political process and decision-making, undermining democratic legitimacy.

Democratic deficit A lack of democratic ideals seen in a political system, or where political decisions are taken by those without sufficient legitimacy.




Exam tip

When evaluating participation, it is often useful to look both at the number of people participating and the impact that they have had. Large social media movements that have had little impact may negatively affect participation in the future.




Now test yourself


	10  List the ways in which people in the UK can participate in democracy.


	11  Explain what is meant by the term ‘participation crisis’.


	12  Explain the link between participation and legitimacy in a democratic system.






1.3 Pressure groups

Pressure groups seek to make change by influencing those in power, and they use a range of methods to try to achieve this. The nature of pressure groups and how they are classified changes over time. However, there are some useful basic definitions. Pressure groups are often classified as in Table 1.6.


Pressure group A group of like-minded individuals who seek to influence those in power on a specific issue.



The definitions given in Table 1.6 can be problematic in an era of social media. This has led to the emergence of ‘movements’ rather than groups. Instead of signing up to be a formal member of a group, people can simply participate by getting involved. Groups such as Extinction Rebellion, Black Lives Matter and #MeToo do not have formal membership structures yet have organised mass protests through social media.


Exam tip

Insider and outsider classifications come from a 1978 book by Wyn Grant. These classifications are not necessarily easily applied to groups that have emerged on social media, so ensure you have up-to-date and recent examples of pressure groups or movements, and ideally of their success and/or failure.



Table 1.6 Classification of pressure groups









	Sectional

	 
	Causal




	A sectional group represents a relatively narrow, or specific, section of society, often on a number of issues, e.g. trade unions represent specific industries but on all issues relevant to their profession.

	Or

	A causal group represents a wide cross-section of society but often on a single, or narrowly focused issue, e.g. Liberty is a group defending rights in the UK but which anyone is welcome to join.




	Insider

	 
	Outsider




	Insider groups often have some link with government, giving them the ability to influence the government directly. This might be due to being policy experts, or having an ideology that aligns with the current government, e.g. both Boris Johnson and Keir Starmer have given keynote speeches at the Confederation of British Industry’s (CBI) annual conference.

	Or

	Outsider groups are those that do not have any links to the government, and therefore have to seek alternative methods to gain influence. Often these may therefore engage in high profile methods to try to gain public support, e.g. Extinction Rebellion and Just Stop Oil carried out protests such as gluing themselves to the M25 to cause disruption and raise the profile of their groups and their aims.






Think tanks and lobbyists

Think tanks and lobbyists also act to try to influence the government. While they are different from pressure groups, there are aspects of similarity and cross-over (Table 1.7).


Think tank A group of experts on a particular policy area that produces research to try to influence the government. These groups may have a specific political leaning.

Lobbyist A person or company that is paid to try to influence those in power, particularly when legislation is being considered.



Table 1.7 Comparison of think tanks and lobbyists









	 
	Think tanks

	Lobbyists




	Features

	

	✚  Groups of experts that carry out research into public policy areas that they hope will then influence government policy.


	✚  Often, they will have a specific political view that their research will aim to progress.





	

	✚  An individual or organisation that can be hired either for their political expertise or for their connections to policy makers.


	✚  Often lobbyists may have previously worked in government.








	Example

	
The Institute for Fiscal Studies

In May 2022, the group warned that the government would need to do more to help people with their energy bills, as bills were likely to be even higher in 2023 than they were in 2022.


	
The Hanbury Strategy Group

In late 2022, this group set up a dedicated unit that would help their clients ‘engage with the Opposition and prepare for the prospect of a Labour government’.





	Concerns

	

	✚  Some think tanks have close ties to government, which gives them undue influence.


	✚  The development of policy by think tanks has removed some of the functions that parties have in doing this.





	

	✚  The close links between lobbyists and government raises concerns over elite or wealthy groups being able to ‘buy’ influence with the government.


	✚  There have been numerous scandals involving lobbying that have undermined government credibility.











Lobbying The act of ‘seeking the ear of government’, getting the government to listen to a particular point of view.




Exam tip

Do not confuse lobbying and lobbyists. Lobbying is the act of trying to influence the government and is a key principle of democracy. For example, a constituent raising a local issue with their MP is engaging in lobbying. Lobbyists are paid consultants who offer either political expertise, political access, or both. This is more controversial as it seems to suggest those with money should have greater influence than those without.




Now test yourself


	13  Define sectional and causal pressure groups.


	14  Define insider and outsider pressure groups.


	15  Explain the difference between pressure groups, think tanks and lobbyists.






What methods do pressure groups use?

Pressure groups and movements can use a range of methods when trying to raise their profile and influence the government (Table 1.8).

Table 1.8 Methods used by pressure groups








	Direct action

	Mobilising the public




	
This includes protests and advertising in order to raise public awareness of an issue. This may include civil disobedience or breaking the law.


	✚  Greenpeace protestors interrupted Truss’s conference speech in October 2022.


	✚  Led by Donkeys used social media and paid-for advertising to highlight its concerns over Conservative government policy.





	
If a group can demonstrate to the government that a lot of voters care about an issue, they may have more chance of gaining influence. They may do this through social media, mass demonstrations or petitions.


	✚  A vigil was held following the murder of Sarah Everard for people to pay their respects and to highlight concerns over the safety of women.


	✚  A petition begun by Marcus Rashford gained over 1 million signatures to expand the free school meals programme.








	Legal action

	Political action




	
Groups can challenge government policy in the courts if they have the means and the legal standing to do so.


	✚  Reclaim the Streets won a case against the Metropolitan Police for their actions at the vigil for Sarah Everard.


	✚  The government was prevented from implementing its policy to process asylum seekers in Rwanda by the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR).





	
If groups can work alongside politicians, they may be able to directly influence policy, or pay lobbyists to do so. They can also submit their views to the government or even donate to political parties.


	✚  Action on Smoking and Health helped to shape government legislation on various smoking bans.


	✚  The National Farmers Union (NFU) has submitted a number of responses to government plans regarding badger culling.










Factors that affect pressure group success

Pressure groups’ success may be down to a wide variety of factors:


	✚  Their methods: it is more difficult for the government to be seen to be working with groups that break the law.


	✚  Their status: insider groups who have good relationships with the government may find getting influence easier than outsiders.


	✚  The government in power: a government that has a similar ideology, or ideological sympathy, with a group may be more inclined to listen to it.


	✚  Their wealth: groups that can afford expensive lobbyists or advertising campaigns do not need to resort to methods such as civil disobedience. This can make them more legitimate.


	✚  The extent of support: if a group can demonstrate wide public support, the government may be more inclined to listen to it, as it represents a greater number of voters.


	✚  The timing of the next election: the government may be more concerned about the feelings of voters the closer to an election that it is.





Now test yourself


	16  Outline three different methods of pressure groups.


	17  Explain the difference between lobbyists and lobbying.


	18  List four factors that can affect pressure group success.






1.4 Rights in the UK

Where are rights protected in the UK?

Citizens enjoy both rights and responsibilities (civil liberties) as members of their country. Common rights that citizens have include the right to vote, the right to life and the right to education. Citizens are also expected to carry out certain responsibilities, such as abiding by the law, paying taxes and voting. It is important to understand where the key rights of UK citizens are protected:


	✚  Magna Carta 1215: first outlined that no one should be imprisoned unlawfully, later developed into the Habeas Corpus Act 1679.


	✚  Human Rights Act 1998: enshrined the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into UK law, and includes the right to education, freedom of expression and freedom from torture.


	✚  Freedom of Information Act 2000: allowed the public to request information from public authorities about their work to ensure government transparency. However, there are a number of exceptions, for example regarding the security services.


	✚  Equality Act 2010: protects people against discrimination based on a number of protected characteristics including age, sex, race and disability.





Civil liberties The rights that a citizen of a country is given by their government or constitution.



How are rights protected in the UK?

While there are a number of pieces of legislation that protect rights in the UK, how rights are actually protected is another matter (Table 1.9).

Table 1.9 How rights are protected in the UK











	The judiciary

	UK Parliament

	Devolved parliaments

	Pressure groups

	The ECtHR




	The courts can protect rights in the UK through judicial review. If someone believes that the government has exceeded its authority, they can challenge this in court.

	As Parliament is sovereign, Parliament can protect rights, or even challenge them, through the passage of new legislation.

	The devolved bodies in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland can also pass legislation to protect rights, provided it does not clash with law made by Parliament.

	Pressure groups can seek influence on matters of rights protection. This may be through the courts, through the media or through their relationship with the government.

	The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) is the court of the Council of Europe. It can hear challenges under human rights law.




	
Example:

In 2022, the UK Supreme Court ruled that abortion clinics in Northern Ireland could create ‘buffer zones’ which prevented protesters from going within an area around the clinic to protect users and staff.


	
Example:

In 2022, the government passed the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act, which restricted protesting rights, but the government said this was to protect the public from disruption.


	
Example:

In 2023, the Scottish government passed the Gender Recognition Reform (Scotland) Bill, although the implementation of this law was prevented by UK Parliament.


	
Example:

In 2023, thousands of demonstrators protested at Downing Street regarding the government anti-strike legislation. Many of the strikers were trade union members.


	
Example:

In 2022, the ECtHR temporarily blocked the UK government from introducing its policy to fly asylum seekers to Rwanda until the policy had been properly scrutinised and cases heard.








European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) This court is part of the Council of Europe, a body set up after the Second World War to protect human rights. This has nothing to do with the European Union, and the UK remains a member state of the ECtHR.




Exam tip

In discussing rights protection, it is important to recognise what Parliament can do and what Parliament will do. While Parliament is sovereign, and therefore in theory can make or remove any rights that it wishes, whether this would be politically possible is an important consideration and will help you to evaluate rights protection in the UK.




Now test yourself


	19  Identify three pieces of parliamentary legislation that protect rights in the UK.


	20  Describe, with examples, three ways in which rights are protected in the UK.


	21  Outline why Brexit did not affect the rulings of the ECtHR.






How healthy is the UK democracy?

To answer this question, you may draw on a range of factors from across your course. But from this topic alone, there are a number of arguments that can be made about the health of UK democracy.

UK democracy is healthy:


	✚  Voter participation in recent elections has increased from some of the lows of the 2000s, improving representative democracy and legitimacy of government.


	✚  The development of social media has allowed people to become more involved with pressure group movements to raise awareness of current issues, improving pluralist democracy.


	✚  Citizens’ rights have been increasingly enshrined in parliamentary legislation, improving liberal democracy.


	✚  The creation of the UK Supreme Court from 2005 (opened in 2009) added a body that can challenge the power of the government, improving both pluralist and liberal democracy.


	✚  Increasing devolution has spread power throughout the UK, improving pluralist democracy.


	✚  Referendums have become an increasing and accepted feature of the UK political system, improving direct democracy.


	✚  The UK’s elections are free and fair, and there is universal suffrage, all of which are key principles of liberal democracy.




UK democracy is not healthy:


	✚  Voter participation may have increased, but turnout is only around 65–69% for general elections, and lower for many other elections. This undermines the legitimacy of elected representatives and the government that is formed.


	✚  Participation in the form of party membership has broadly declined too, meaning that the few citizens who are party members are playing a large role in shaping party policy, undermining pluralist democracy.


	✚  The Supreme Court can be ignored by the UK government as Parliament is sovereign which could limit the power of the court to challenge government, undermining liberal democracy.


	✚  Parliament has made laws that restrict the rights of citizens, including the right to strike, the right to protest and bringing in stricter voter identification laws, and there is little that can be done to challenge this legislation. This undermines liberal democracy.


	✚  Referendums are called only when the government wishes, as seen with the Scottish government’s request for a second independence referendum. This undermines the use of direct democracy in the UK.


	✚  The UK’s use of first-past-the-post could undermine voter choice as minor parties are unlikely to win, and under-18-year-olds and prisoners still do not have the right to vote.




It is possible to add factors from other topics to these lists and evaluate their impact on UK democracy such as the House of Lords, the monarchy, the impact of other electoral systems in the UK, the role of the media, and so on.


Exam tip

In a broad question like this, it is crucial that you do not try to include absolutely every factor you can think of. Instead, you are going to need to consider which factors are the most significant and how many you have time to write about. If you include too many factors, your work will become overly descriptive (AO1) and will lack analysis (AO2) and evaluation (AO3).




Now test yourself


	22  Explain three factors that suggest that the UK’s democracy has become healthier.


	23  Give two examples that suggest the UK’s democracy has become more under threat.






How effectively are rights protected in the UK?

Table 1.10 outlines the arguments concerning how effectively rights are protected in the UK.

Table 1.10 Are rights well protected in the UK?








	Rights are well protected

	Rights are not well protected




	

	✚  Parliamentary sovereignty means that Parliament can pass legislation to enshrine new rights for citizens as society advances, e.g. the Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act of 2013 made marriage between two people of the same sex lawful in England and Wales.


	✚  The Supreme Court can challenge national and devolved governments, and other bodies, if they infringe on the rights of citizens, e.g. in the Ashers Bakery case (2018) the Supreme Court ruled it would violate the baker’s religious rights to write a pro-gay marriage slogan on a cake.


	✚  The establishment of the Supreme Court in 2005 (opened in 2009) means the court is more independent and neutral than its predecessor and may therefore be willing to challenge the government.


	✚  The UK is a member of the European Court of Human Rights, and has enshrined the European Convention on Human Rights into UK law as the Human Rights Act, e.g. when the UK government tried to deport asylum seekers for processing in Rwanda, the ECtHR granted an interim measure preventing the removal of some people until a full UK judicial review of their case had taken place.





	

	✚  Parliament is able to make law that challenges rights, or undoes previous legislation, e.g. the Strikes (Minimum Service Level) Bill restricted the ability of people to take strike action and the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act restricted the right of citizens to protest.


	✚  The Supreme Court can be challenged by the UK government, which is ultimately sovereign. This means that not only could the court be ignored, but any laws it is using in its cases could ultimately be changed by Parliament.


	✚  The Supreme Court can also rule in favour of the government, which may challenge rights, e.g. Shamima Begum lost her Supreme Court case to return to the UK so that she could argue her case to not lose her UK citizenship.


	✚  The UK has previously ignored rulings from the ECtHR, e.g. in the case of Hirst v UK 2005, the ECtHR ruled that prisoners should be given the vote, which the UK government ignored, and there has been considerable debate in the Conservative government from 2019 about the UK’s membership of the ECHR, e.g. Rishi Sunak said he was prepared to withdraw the UK from the ECHR if it continued to challenge the government’s plans on illegal immigration.










Conflict between individual and collective rights

When considering the protection of rights, it is important to remember that by protecting the rights of one group, the rights of another may be infringed. In the Ashers Bakery case (above), although the rights of religious groups were protected, this came at the expense of LGBTQ+ rights. Similarly, the restrictions on the rights to protest and strike protected the rights of society to function. This conflict between the rights of different groups means it can be difficult to ensure complete protection of rights for all groups.


Exam tip

When analysing pros and cons, it can also be useful to evaluate recent trends and developments. So rather than just discussing whether rights are well protected or not, you could evaluate whether it is getting better or worse. This is a good use of analytical (AO2) and evaluative (AO3) skills.




Now test yourself


	24  Explain three ways in which rights are protected in the UK.


	25  Explain three ways in which rights are at risk in the UK.


	26  Explain the importance of parliamentary sovereignty when considering rights protection.







Case study

A British Bill of Rights

In 2015, the Conservative Party manifesto introduced a commitment to a British Bill of Rights. This would repeal the Human Rights Act 1998, which itself was an incorporation into UK law of the European Convention on Human Rights. In 2020, the Conservative government set up a review of the Human Rights Act. By 2022, the British Bill of Rights had become the Bill of Rights and in the Queen’s Speech Lobby Pack, the government said:

My ministers will restore the balance of power between the legislature and the courts by introducing a Bill of Rights.

The Bill of Rights, drawn up by the then Justice Secretary, Dominic Raab, said that it would ensure that ‘spurious cases do not undermine public confidence in human rights so that courts focus on genuine and credible human rights claims’. This bill, however, would not have seen the UK leave the ECHR. Just a month after the Queen’s Speech was delivered in May the ECtHR intervened on the UK government’s plan to deport asylum seekers to Rwanda for processing. This intervention increased the calls by some Conservatives for the UK not only to develop its own Bill of Rights but to withdraw entirely from the ECHR.




Summary


	✚  There are several different types of democracy in the UK — you must know direct, representative, liberal, pluralist and elitist.


	✚  Electoral systems turn votes into seats, allowing governments to be formed as part of a representative democracy.


	✚  Each system has different outcomes and creates different party systems.


	✚  Referendums have been increasingly used in the UK since 1997, but have both advantages and disadvantages to their use.







Revision tasks


	1    For each of the key types of democracy — liberal, representative, direct, pluralist, elitist — copy and complete the table below.













	Type of democracy

	Key features

	One way the UK is effective at this type of democracy

	One way the UK is ineffective at this type of democracy




	 
	 
	 
	 






	2    Identify the ways in which pressure groups could have influence on the government and evaluate which are most likely to be successful and why.


	3    Create a timeline of recent developments in UK democracy, including rights and pressure groups. Use it to assess whether democracy has become more or less secure.







Exam skills

Determining factors


	✚  Many questions that you will face in an exam will have a range of factors that could be discussed in the answer. However, it is vital that you decide at the start what factors you are going to discuss and ensure that you have not chosen to cover too many.


	✚  Many factors can be discussed from differing viewpoints. In this chapter, we have seen how the ECtHR has both protected rights and been ignored by the UK government.


	✚  You need to ensure that factors are distinct and that you do not repeat yourself. In this chapter, we have seen that pressure groups may undertake protests, civil disobedience or even law breaking. These are not three factors; instead, they are all examples of direct action and writing about each of them separately would limit the breadth of your essay.







Exam practice


	1    Evaluate the view that democracy in the UK is increasingly under threat.
	(30 marks)

	2    Evaluate the view that pressure group success is determined entirely by the ideology of the government in power.
	(30 marks)

	3    Evaluate the view that the most significant protector of civil rights in the UK is now the Supreme Court.
	(30 marks)
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