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				Andrew Hammond is a former Head, Deputy Head, Director of Studies and Head of English. He has written numerous textbooks for a range of educational publishers and hosts INSET training and workshops for schools through his company, Hammond Consulting.

				Andrew holds a BA (Hons) QTS and an MA in Creativity in Education. He is the author of the CRYPT horror fiction series for Headline. Andrew regularly speaks at conferences and book festivals across the UK and is Managing Director of the CPD company, INK Education (www.ink-ed.com).
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				When you Google quotations from Einstein there are so many that you wonder how he found time to develop his theory of relativity. My favourite (obligatory?) quotation of his is “Everybody is a genius. But if you judge a fish by its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing that it is stupid.” This book just resonates with Einstein’s scathing observation on what we do to people, and children in particular. Of course if we take relativity seriously it could be that it is the other way round!

				One of the most bizarre phenomena is that we repeatedly castigate our education system. It is argued that it is not as good as Finland or that we need to look to Singapore to develop effective Mathematics teaching. Yet, there is a counter current of educationalists coming to the UK to learn about innovation and how to develop creativity. As a nation we behave as if we are an egocentric toddler by grasping at what others in the playgroup have without appreciating the worth of what we are actually holding.

				The value of this book is that Andrew has joined the ranks of a minority of educational authors who are committed to keeping the story of education alive. As you read the book you will sense his passion to release and cultivate the wellspring of education that lies with character. He speaks of a substrata of intelligence which he calls ‘invisible ink’. These facets are itemised and clear strategies for their propagation are considered. The book is deeply subversive as he seeks to spill this ink and not merely blot it up or screw the lid on the bottle like so much current education practice attempts to do. There is an unashamed polemic to recognise the need to place the child at the heart of education.

				The book is peppered with stories and these score points throughout. As an academic educationalist they cause me to re-engage with the excitement of teaching and its effective design and construction. No story is gratuitous though I would like to speak to Henry (see Chapter 1) and suggest that he cuts a deal for a share of his father’s royalties.

				Reading ‘Teaching for Character’ is a bit like visiting Madame Tussauds, though probably much cheaper. You are transported to a ‘hall of fame’ the influential and in many cases almost forgotten are resurrected; Bruner, Montessori, Dewey, Locke, Rousseau, Piaget and Gelb. These are not past masters who have been superseded but prophets whose message needs to be reawakened. Andrew has certainly got the defibrillator out!

				There are now a plethora of routes into teaching including Teach First, Teach Direct and just walk through the door. This book ought to be mandatory reading for all who want to nurture the thinking and learning of children and young people (and adults if it comes to that, just think what it would do to a professional development day). It is the antidote to the great march backwards to a sort of Victorian approach to teaching with a touch of IT.

				Andrew, thank you for writing this book – it is beyond being timely.
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				Senior Lecturer in Education at University College London / Institute of Education.
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