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REVIEWS


David Bartram has brought together a diverse range of influential voices to offer excellent advice to colleagues working at any level in schools. David is sadly right when he says that there are significant problems in the SEND system at the minute, but this book makes a strong contribution to highlighting the issues and, crucially, pointing the way to make things better. The children at the heart of this book deserve the best, and David’s book will help us all to achieve that worthwhile aim.

Jarlath O’Brien, Director for Schools, The Eden Academy

As the book makes clear, setting high expectations for children with SEND and enabling them to achieve is everyone’s responsibility. This engaging and practical book isn’t just for those working directly with pupils with SEND; everyone from classroom practitioners to school leaders and governors to policy-makers will learn from the evidence and successful approaches described.

Dr Kate Chhatwal, Chief Executive, Challenge Partners

Great Expectations is essential reading for all teachers. Each contributor has huge experience of improving outcomes for students, and they are able to cut through complex areas with common-sense, real-life advice. When a school improves its SEN provision all students and teachers benefit, irrespective of background or ability. This book should be mandatory reading for everyone involved in schools.

Dr David James, Deputy Head (Academic), editor of World Class: tackling the ten biggest challenges facing schools today

In an educational landscape that features centralisation, standardisation and performativity, the concept of inclusion becomes more fragile and the processes and practice of inclusion become more challenging. Great Expectations is a solution-focused and accessible book where the real world practical challenges of inclusion are explored in a variety of contexts. This book offers a breadth of perspectives and an impressive range of voices – every one of them committed to making inclusion in education succeed in the classroom and beyond.

Dr. Tim O’Brien, Visiting Fellow In Psychology and Human Development, UCL Institute of Education

The strength of this book can be found in the diversity and thoughtfulness of its perspectives, coupled with the recognition that the education of children with SEND is a collective responsibility best served by the inclusion of the voices and expertise of children and young people and their families. If you want to improve the way in which children with SEND are educated, and you should, then this accessible and practical book is a necessary addition to your library.

Simon Knight, Special School Leader and National SEND Leader at Whole School SEND

For many leaders in education, David Bartram is the go-to expert in SEND. Why? Perhaps most importantly because he keeps it simple and makes excellence seem attainable. In this edited collection, he pulls off this trick again – each chapter is a concise, meaningful and useful contribution from a highly respected practitioner. Easily read from cover to cover, or in highly digestible chunks, this is an invaluable resource for school leaders looking to provide well for all young people.

Jon Coles, Chief Executive, United Learning
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A teaching assistant, history teacher and senior leader, David has led special educational needs and disability provision (SEND) in London schools for over 15 years. He has worked closely with the Department for Education to develop SEND policy and was an expert advisor to the Timpson Review on school exclusions. David has worked directly with over four hundred school leadership teams across the UK to improve their provision for disadvantaged children.

David is author of the SEND Review Guide, a national framework funded by the DfE that is used by schools to improve outcomes for children with additional needs. He was Director of SEND at the London Leadership Strategy and an advisor to the Mayor of London’s education team. David is a consultant for the British Council and as part of this work he has supported the development of SEND policy in a number of countries including Ethiopia, Thailand and Malaysia. David is also trustee of the KPMG Foundation, which seeks to bring about systemic change in business and society and unlock the potential of the most disadvantaged children in the UK.

David was awarded an OBE for Services to Special Education in the 2016 New Year’s Honours list.

david@prescienteducation.co.uk

@davidbartram_

www.prescienteducation.co.uk
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In memory of my mum, who taught me that the most valuable thing we can do for children is to give them our time.
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