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My Revision Notes: OCR A-level Media Studies: Boost eBook

Boost eBooks are interactive, accessible and flexible. They use the latest research and technology to provide the very best experience for students and teachers.

●Personalise. Easily navigate the eBook with search, zoom and an image gallery. Make it your own with notes, bookmarks and highlights.

●Revise. Select key facts and definitions in the text and save them as flash cards for revision.

●Listen. Use text-to-speech to make the content more accessible to students and to improve comprehension and pronunciation.

●Switch. Seamlessly move between the printed view for front-of-class teaching and the interactive view for independent study.

●Download. Access the eBook offline on any device – in school, at home or on the move – with the Boost eBooks app (available on Android and iOS).

To subscribe or register for a free trial, visit
hoddereducation.co.uk/ocr-alevel-mediastudies-boost








[image: image]






The Publishers would like to thank the following for permission to reproduce copyright material.

Photo credits

p.10 (left) © DMG Media via Solo Sindication, (right) © Daily Mirror/Reach PLC; p.14 © DMG Media via Solo Sindication; p.24 © DMG Media via Solo Sindication; p.25 © Guardian/Twitter; p.34 (left) Daily Express/Express Syndication, (right) © The Telegraph; p.62 © The Big Issue; p.86 © The Big Issue; p.87 © The Big Issue; p.100 (left) © WALT DISNEY PRODUCTIONS / Album / Alamy Stock Photo, (right) © Marvel Studios / PictureLux / The Hollywood Archive / Alamy Stock Photo; p.146 © LANDMARK MEDIA / Alamy Stock Photo; p.151 © Netflix / The Hollywood Archive / Alamy Stock Photo; p.155 © Netflix / Kobal / REX / Shutterstock; p.176 © RVK Studios.

Acknowledgements

p.23, Katherine Viner, ‘A mission for journalism in a time of crisis’, Guardian, 16 November 2017 © Guardian News and Media Limited; p.24, Paul Dacre, ‘Why is the left obsessed by the Daily Mail?’, Guardian, 12 October 2013; p.104, Extract from Free 2022 Global Games Market Report, www.newzoo.com (https://newzoo.com/resources/trend-reports/newzoo-global-games-market-report-2022-free-version); p.174, USA Network, Quote about scheduling of Mr. Robot, Entertainment Networks, ABCUniversal Cable Entertainment.

Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.

Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.

Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in well-managed forests and other controlled sources. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.

Orders: please contact Hachette UK Distribution, Hely Hutchinson Centre, Milton Road, Didcot, Oxfordshire, OX11 7HH. Telephone: +44 (0)1235 827827. Email education@hachette.co.uk Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk

ISBN: 978 1 3983 8456 9

eISBN: 978 1 3983 8237 4

© Michael Rodgers 2023

First published in 2023 by

Hodder Education,

An Hachette UK Company 

Carmelite House 

50 Victoria Embankment 

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.hoddereducation.co.uk

Impression number   10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

Year  2027  2026  2025  2024  2023

All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, www.cla.co.uk

Cover photo © j-mel – stock.adobe.com

Illustrations by Integra Software Services Pvt., Ltd.

Typeset in India by Integra Software Services Pvt., Ltd.

Printed in Spain

A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.

[image: image]







Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide their own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Tick to track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


	✚  revised and understood a topic


	✚  tested yourself


	✚  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers.




You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed


Key terms

A number of key terms are used and defined for you as you work through this guide. Make sure you learn them so that you can use the terms accurately and precisely in the exams in order to gain top marks. 

Exam tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.

Exam practice, sample answers and assessment

Practice questions are provided for exam questions, together with some sample answers and assessment comments. Use these to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills. The sample answers can be found online.

Revision activities

These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.

How to prepare for the exam

These sections are summaries of how to revise for each topic.

Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are online.

Online

Go online to check your answers to the Now test yourself and the Exam practice questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads






	
My revision planner


Paper 1 – Section A: News

Questions 1 and 2

Newspapers: media language

Newspapers: media representations

Question 3

Newspapers: media industries

Newspapers: media audiences

Question 4

Newspapers: academic theories

Paper 1 – Section B: Media language and representations

Questions 5 and 6

Music videos: media language

Music videos: media representations

Advertising and marketing: media language

Advertising and marketing: media representations

Magazines: media language

Magazines: media representations

Paper 2 – Section A: Media industries and audiences

Questions 1 and 2

Film: media industries

Video games: media industries

Video games: media audiences

Radio: media industries

Radio: media audiences

Paper 2 – Section B: Long form television drama

Question 3

LFTVD: media language

LFTVD: media representations

LFTVD: media industries

LFTVD: media audiences

Question 4

LFTVD: academic theories

Glossary

Index

Now test yourself answers and Exam practice answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads







Countdown to my exams



6–8 weeks to go


	✚  Start by looking at the specification – make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to familiarise yourself with the topics.


	✚  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.


	✚  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study and stick to your timetable.


	✚  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.







2–6 weeks to go


	✚  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, exam summaries, typical mistakes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.


	✚  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads


	✚  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise and ask your teacher to go over these in class.


	✚  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads


	✚  Use the revision activities to try out different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.


	✚  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.







One week to go


	✚  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.


	✚  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.


	✚  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, they are an expert at preparing people for examinations.







The day before the examination


	✚  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders – for example, the exam tips, exam summaries, typical mistakes and key terms.


	✚  IMPORTANT: Check the time (is it morning or afternoon?) and place of your examination. Keep in touch with other students in your class.


	✚  Make sure you have everything you need for the exam – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.


	✚  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examination.







My exams

Paper 1: Media messages

Date:.........................................................................................

Time:.........................................................................................

Location:...................................................................................

Paper 2: Evolving media

Date:.........................................................................................

Time:.........................................................................................

Location:...................................................................................









Introduction


In your A-level Media Studies course you will have learned about:


	✚  the nine media forms


	✚  the set products in each form


	✚  the three in-depth studies in online newspapers, print newspapers and long form TV drama


	✚  the theoretical framework covering media language, audiences, industries and representations


	✚  the theories that apply to each area of the framework


	✚  the media contexts – social, cultural, political, economic and historical – that influence media products.




This Revision Guide will take you through this content by working through the questions in the two exams that assess:


	✚  your knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework and/or media contexts and their influence on the media


	✚  your application of knowledge and understanding of the theoretical framework to:


	✚  analyse products (including in relation to their contexts and using media theories)


	✚  evaluate academic theories


	✚  make judgements and draw conclusions.








You only need to be able to use and evaluate theories in relation to your three in-depth studies:


	✚  newspapers – the Daily Mail and the Guardian


	✚  online, social and participatory media – the Mail Online and the Guardian websites, plus their social media feeds


	✚  television – long form television drama (one US, one European).




For each of these in-depth studies you need to apply the whole of the theoretical framework – media language, audiences, industries and representations – plus any media context.

You only cover some areas of the framework and some contexts for the other six media forms:










	
Media form


	
Set product


	
Area of framework


	
Contexts







	
Film


	
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (1937) and Shang-Chi and the Legend of the Ten Rings (2021)


	
Industries


	
Economic, Historical





	
Advertising and marketing


	
Baby Dove, River Island, Shelter


	
Media Language, Representations


	
Social, Cultural





	
Radio


	
The BBC Radio 1 Breakfast Show


	
Industries, Audiences


	
Economic, Political, Cultural





	
Magazines


	
The Big Issue


	
Media Language, Representations


	
Social, Cultural, Political





	
Video games


	
Animal Crossing: New Horizons


	
Industries, Audiences


	
Economic, Social





	
Music video


	
Two videos chosen from two set lists


	
Media Language, Representations


	
Social, Cultural







This Revision Guide will take you through each question looking at the content you may need to know.

It includes exam practice questions, for which sample answers are available so you can see how the questions may be set out and what you would have to do to answer them. 


What you have to do in the exam


The exam papers

You will have to complete two examination papers, each worth 35 per cent of your final grade and each lasting 2 hours:


	✚  Paper 1: Media messages


	✚  Paper 2: Evolving media




You are expected to complete all the questions in each paper.










	
Paper 1 Media messages

70 marks

6 questions


	
Section A: News

Two in-depth studies:


	✚  newspapers


	✚  online, social and participatory media.




Some questions will relate to unseen sources on newspapers and/or online, social and participatory media.


	

	✚  Knowledge and understanding of the whole framework and contexts: 15 marks


	✚  Analysis (including theories)/theory evaluation/judgements and conclusions: 30 marks





	

	✚  One 15-mark questions


	✚  Three 10-mark question




Total: 45 marks





	
Section B: Media language and representations

Three media forms:


	✚  advertising and marketing


	✚  magazines


	✚  music videos.




Some questions will relate to unseen sources: either advertising and marketing or magazines.

You may have to compare the set advertising and marketing products you have studied with the unseen sources.


	

	✚  Knowledge and understanding of media language and representations: 10 marks


	✚  Analysis/judgements and conclusions: 15 marks





	

	✚  One 10-mark question


	✚  One 15-mark question




Total: 25 marks





	
Paper 2 Evolving media

70 marks

4 questions


	
Section A: Media industries and audiences

Three media forms:


	✚  radio


	✚  video games


	✚  film (industries only).





	

	✚  Knowledge and understanding of media industries and audiences and contexts: 30 marks





	

	✚  Two 15-mark questions




Total: 30 marks





	
Section B: Long form TV drama

One in-depth study:


	✚  television.




Question 3 of Paper 2 is worth 30 marks and will require you to draw upon your knowledge and understanding from the whole course of study.


	

	✚  Knowledge and understanding of the whole framework and contexts: 10 marks


	✚  Analysis (including contexts and theories)/theory evaluation/judgements and conclusions: 30 marks





	

	✚  One 10-mark question


	✚  One 30-mark question




Total: 40 marks








	✚  Knowledge and understanding questions will require knowledge about the media form as a whole, with reference to the set products.


	✚  Analysis questions will be about unseen sources in the exam (Paper 1) or the set products you have studied (Paper 2 – Section B).


	✚  Any analysis question can ask you to analyse in relation to media contexts.
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