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Introduction

This book is designed to guide you through the WJEC Eduqas 2017 Film Studies AS and A level courses. These qualifications were designed to encourage you to explore the power and beauty of cinema by examining films from a range of eras and countries, from the mainstream to the experimental, the silent era to the contemporary. This textbook is structured to support the specification and incorporates guidance on the areas of study that can be applied to any of the set films plus in-depth case studies of at least one film for each module.

How to use this book

Part 1 offers a very detailed exploration of the core study areas:


	★  film form


	★  meaning


	★  response and context.




It can be used as an in-depth glossary to help you understand some of the terminology associated with Film Studies and it also includes some case studies from the specification to show you how this new knowledge can be applied. In the examination, knowledge of these core areas could be tested for any film, so a clear understanding of them is crucial.

Part 2 of the book contains the detailed case studies. These case studies take you through the analysis of a film, applying the core areas and the relevant specialist areas outlined by the specification. If the chapter is not on a film you are studying it will still offer relevant theoretical information and context, which can be applied to your chosen film. This part of the book also offers guidance on the production module.

Part 3, the and final part, is a brief overview of study skills and revision techniques to help you get the most out of the qualification and achieve your potential.

The book includes Independent activities (IAs) and opportunities for Stretch & challenge (S&C). To make the most of this publication you should strive to do as many of these as possible.


[image: ] Further information

These are the assessment objectives for this specification. Learners must:

AO1 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of elements of film.

To achieve well in AO1 you need to show that you have a secure understanding of the core areas and specialist areas for each module. This includes using subject-specific terminology accurately such as shot types and editing techniques plus demonstrating a clear grasp of the theoretical approaches to film covered on the course such as the auteur approach or spectatorship theory.

AO2 apply knowledge and understanding of elements of film to:


	●  analyse and compare films, including through the use of critical approaches


	●  evaluate the significance of critical approaches*


	●  analyse and evaluate own work in relation to other professionally produced work.




To achieve good marks in AO2 you need to show that you can apply your understanding of the core and specialist modules when analysing films. To do well you should use a range of examples from the films studied to back-up your points and for the Hollywood 1930–1990 module explicitly explore similarities and differences between the films. You should also be able to apply relevant theories or approaches to the analysis of films and reflect on how they improve your understanding. It is important to also be able to reflect on your own creative work and compare it with other films.

AO3 Apply knowledge and understanding of elements of film to the production of a film or screenplay.

High marks here are awarded when your creative work clearly shows that you have a secure understanding of how films are constructed. Your screenplay and storyboard, or film, should use elements of film form in a coherent way and adhere to the required conventions.

* These assessment objectives apply for both the AS and A level courses with the exception of the requirement to evaluate the significance of critical approaches, which only applies to the A level qualification.
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