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Get the most from this book

Everyone has to decide their own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Tick to track your progress

Use the revision planner on 
pages 4–6 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


	✚  revised and understood a topic


	✚  tested yourself


	✚  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers.




You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.

Features to help you succeed

Tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.

Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads

Definitions and key terms

Essential key terms are shown in blue when they first appear and definitions are given in the Glossary on 
pages 129–134. You can use the Glossary to test yourself on key terms.

Key points check

Check out what you need to revise before you start answering the exam questions.

Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. These are written in the same style as the examination questions that you will face in the real examinations. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills. Check your answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads

Useful websites

Carry out some further research and make sure you have the up-to-date information and knowledge to take into the exam.

Case studies

Case studies help to develop your understanding of a concept or issue.

Activities

These activities are designed to help you to understand the topic.







My Revision Planner

Countdown to my exams

Getting to know the specification and the assessment package

Paper 1 Section A: Active citizenship (3.2, 3.3 and 3.4)

1    Making a difference in society (3.2.5)

The opportunities and barriers to citizen participation in democracy

The ways in which citizens can hold those in power to account

The role of organisations and groups

How citizens work together to change communities

How those who wish to bring about change use the media

2    Bringing about change in the legal system (3.3.5)

The roles and responsibilities of citizens within the legal system

The roles of groups in society to bring about legal change or fight an injustice

Different forms of democratic and citizenship actions taken to bring about change and hold those in power to account

3    How can citizens bring about political change? (3.4.5)

How citizens can contribute to parliamentary democracy and hold those in power to account

Digital democracy and its impact on citizens

Action to bring about political change

Roles played by groups in providing a voice for different parts of society

4    About your Investigation

Prior to starting your Investigation

Stage 1: The Investigation

Stage 2: Carrying out the research

Stage 3: Planning the action

Stage 4: Carrying out the action

Stage 5: The impact of the action

Stage 6: Evaluating the whole process

Paper 1 Section B: Politics and participation (3.4)

5    Where does political power reside and how is it controlled? (3.4.1)

The concept of democracy and different forms of democracy

The values underpinning democracy

The institutions of the British constitution

The nature of the UK constitution

6    Local and devolved government (3.4.2)

The role and structure of local government

The nature and organisation of regional and devolved government

Devolved powers in the UK

Who can stand for election and how are candidates selected?

Who can vote in an election?

Voter turnout

Taxation and public spending

Government budgeting and managing risk

Debates about government spending

7    Where does political power reside? (3.4.3)

The nature of the first-past-the-post system

Other electoral voting systems used in the UK

The separation of powers in the UK

The UK’s major political parties

How parliament works

The role of Members of Parliament

Key parliamentary roles

The legislative process

Government formation

The prime minister and cabinet

Government departments, agencies and the civil service

8    How do others govern themselves? (3.4.4)

Elections to the European Parliament

Political systems outside the UK

Paper 2 Section A: Life in modern Britain (3.2)

9    What are the principles and values that underpin British society? (3.2.1)

The key principles and values underpinning British society

The rights, duties and freedoms of citizens

Key factors that create individual, group, national and global identities

10  What do we mean by identity? (3.2.2)

The make-up of the UK and its impact on identity

Changes and movement of the UK population over time

Mutual respect and understanding, and values, in a democratic and diverse society

Identity and multiple identities and the diverse nature of the UK population

11  What is the role of the media and the free press? (3.2.3)

The role, rights and responsibilities of the media

The right of the media to investigate and report on issues of public interest

The operation of press regulation and examples of where censorship is used

12  What is the UK’s role in key international organisations? (3.2.4)

The role of the UK within international organisations

Brexit, the UK’s membership of the EU and its impact upon the UK

The UK’s role in solving international disputes

The work of non-governmental organisations

Paper 2 Section B: Rights and responsibilities (3.3)

13  What laws does a society require and why? (3.3.1)

The fundamental principles of law

How rules and laws are used to deal with injustice and discrimination

Rights and responsibilities in local and global situations

14  What are a citizen’s rights and responsibilities within the legal system? (3.3.2)

The operation of the justice system

Rights and legal entitlements of citizens at differing ages

How civil law differs from criminal law

How the legal systems differ within the UK

15  How the law protects the citizen and deals with criminals (3.3.3)

How citizens’ rights have changed and developed over time

Common law and legislation

The right to representation

The nature of criminality in the UK today

How we deal with those who commit crime

16  Universal human rights (3.3.4)

International human rights agreements and treaties

The role of international law in conflict situations

Glossary

Now test yourself and exam practice answers at
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads







Countdown to my exams


6–8 weeks to go


	✚  Start by looking at the specification – make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on 
pages 4–6 to familiarise yourself with the topics.


	✚  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.


	✚  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.


	✚  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.







2–6 weeks to go


	✚  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips and summaries, exam skills and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.


	✚  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads


	✚  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.


	✚  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads


	✚  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.







One week to go


	✚  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.


	✚  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.


	✚  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, your teacher is an expert at preparing students for examinations.







The day before the examination


	✚  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example the Exam tips, Key points checks and key terms.


	✚  Check the times and places of your examinations.


	✚  Make sure you have everything you need – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.


	✚  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.







My exams

GCSE Citizenship Studies Paper 1

Date:.......................................................................................

Time: ......................................................................................

Location: ................................................................................

GCSE Citizenship Studies Paper 2

Date:.......................................................................................

Time: ......................................................................................

Location: ................................................................................









Getting to know the specification and the assessment package

Within any GCSE course there are two distinct elements: the course content and the assessment package.

Course content: three themes


	✚  Life in modern Britain looks at the make-up and dynamics of contemporary society, what it means to be British, as well as the role of the media and the UK’s role on the world stage.


	✚  Rights and responsibilities looks at the nature of laws, rights, responsibilities and the increasing globalisation of law due to treaties and agreements to which the UK abides.


	✚  Politics and participation aims to give the student, through their understanding of the political process, the knowledge and skills necessary to appreciate how to resolve issues and bring about change, and looks at how the empowered citizen is at the heart of our society.




Each of the three themes follow the same format: Concepts – Local context – National context – International context – Active citizenship. The three Active citizenship elements and the Investigation form Part A of Paper 1 and are worth 25% of the total GCSE assessment. 

For more information on the citizenship skills and processes that underpin the specification, go to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads

The assessment package










	Two examination papers, each 1hr 45min

	% of total marks of the GCSE

	Part of the specification

	Sections of the specification






	
Paper 1

Section A


	25%

	
Active citizenship

This section of Paper 1 accesses the Active citizenship element of the themes and your own Investigation.


	
How can citizens make their voices heard and make a difference in society?

How do citizens play a part to bring about change in the legal system?

How can citizens try to bring about political change?

Your Investigation: taking citizenship action





	
Paper 1

Section B


	25%

	Politics and participation

	
Where does political power reside in the UK and how is it controlled?

What are the powers of local and devolved government and how can citizens participate?

Where does political power reside: with the citizen, parliament or government?

How do others govern themselves?





	
Paper 2

Section A


	25%

	Life in modern Britain

	
What are the principles and values that underpin British society?

What do we mean by identity?

What is the role of the media and the free press?

What is the UK’s role in key international organisations?





	
Paper 2

Section B


	25%

	Rights and responsibilities

	
What laws does a society require and why?

What are a citizen’s rights and responsibilities within the legal system?

How has the law developed over time, and how does the law protect the citizen and deal with criminals?

What are universal human rights and how do we protect them?







How are your answers assessed?

All the questions except 3* only assess one Assessment Objective. This enables you to more clearly understand how to answer the question.

* Paper 1 Section A: Q1.6 – 8 marks (4 AO2 + 4 AO3); Q2.3 – 6 marks (2 AO1 + 4 AO3); Q2.4 – 12 marks (4 AO2 + 8 AO3).










	Assessment Objective (AO)

	Weighting of the AO in the examination

	Wording of the Assessment Objectives

	In the examination papers






	AO1

	30%

	Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms and issues

	All questions worth 1 or 2 marks assess AO1




	AO2

	30%

	Apply knowledge and understanding of citizenship concepts, terms and issues to contexts and actions

	All questions worth 4 marks assess AO2




	AO3

	40%

	Analyse and evaluate a range of evidence relating to citizenship issues, debates and actions including different viewpoints, to develop reasoned, coherent arguments and make substantiated judgements

	All questions worth 8 marks assess AO3






How to answer the questions

A range of differing styles of question are used across the examination papers. It is helpful if you become familiar with each style.

AO1 questions often require short responses of a single word or sentence. Two-mark questions may require two distinct answers. Some questions may be in a multiple-choice style, where you must choose one correct or two correct responses.

AO2 questions are usually based upon source material, which can be a short statement or quotation, a diagram, data or a chart. These sources may be unfamiliar to you. The question asks you to apply your knowledge and understanding of the UK situation to that in the sources. You will not find answers in the sources, but sources can support the structure of your answer.

AO3 questions demand an extended response through which you can develop a case, review evidence and draw conclusions. You have several of this type of question to answer so remember to highlight the key activity you have to undertake – make a case, present an argument. Two or three valid explained points indicate better understanding than just a list of factual material.

AO3 synoptic questions. In this course you are synoptically assessed in three questions: the last 8-mark question in each of the three content themes. For synoptic questions you are expected to draw upon your understanding of citizenship issues from across differing parts of the specification and integrate them into your answer.

The structure of these questions is slightly different in that two bullet-point statements are added to provide some limited scaffolding structure for a response. The detail and structure required is no different from other AO3 8-mark questions.

The three questions that assess two AOs are based upon a case study approach, where you use a source related to Active citizenship and about your own Investigation. Remember that the questions asked have to be able to be answered by everybody, irrespective of their Active citizenship task. Therefore the questions focus upon the process – your research/planning, carrying out your task and your assessment of the work you undertook.
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