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Preparing for the test

As you’ve almost certainly realised by now, English is different from nearly every other subject that you study at school. One of the main differences becomes apparent as soon as you start to think about examinations and preparing for them.

How do you go about revising for your Cambridge Checkpoint English test?


	●  The Cambridge Checkpoint test consists of two question papers.


	●  Each question paper lasts for 1 hour and 10 minutes.


	●  Both question papers test how well you read and understand passages that are printed on them.


	●  Both question papers ask you to plan and write something of your own that is in some way connected to the subject matter of the reading passage.


	●  The questions on the reading passages will not only test your understanding of what you have read, but will also test some of your knowledge of grammar, punctuation and how well you appreciate a writer’s choice of words and control of structures.


	●  Your own writing will be assessed according to how well you adapt the content of what you write for the suggested audience, how well you structure your ideas by using paragraphs, the variety and range of your sentence structures, your use of vocabulary suited to your subject matter and the accuracy of your spelling and punctuation.


	●  It is a good idea to keep a list of interesting new words, and their meanings, that you can use in your own writing. There are reminders to add to this vocabulary list throughout this book.


	●  It is important to remember that Cambridge Checkpoint will test how well you apply what you have learnt in English during your time at school. It does not test your ability to remember and repeat facts that you have acquired in, for example, the way that a science test may ask you to write down the definition of photosynthesis.



This revision guide will, therefore, concentrate on helping you to prepare for the types of question that will be set in the Cambridge Checkpoint test papers and aim to help you to become fully familiar with the best ways in which to approach the different types of reading and writing on which you will be tested.

Usually, when people say that they don’t like examinations and find them hard and scary, this is because they are worried about not being able to remember all the relevant details about a particular topic on a question paper. English is different from other subjects. English tests do not expect you to remember and repeat facts but instead, they expect you to demonstrate how well you can write down your own ideas and understand what someone else has written.

If you are well prepared for the approaching test there is no need to fear it; instead, all you need to do is enjoy the experience. It is hoped that this revision guide will help you to get the most enjoyment that you can from your English Cambridge Checkpoint tests!
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