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Get the most from this book

Everyone has to decide their own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Tick to track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4–7 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:

	✚  revised and understood a topic


	✚  tested yourself


	✚  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes.




You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.

Features to help you succeed

Exam tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.

Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are available online.

Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.

Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.

Revision activities

These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.

Summaries

The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.

Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.

Online

Go online to check your answers to the exam and now test yourself questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads

Making links

This feature identifies specific connections between topics and tells you how revising these will aid your exam answers.







My revision planner

1    The constitutional framework of US government

2    Comparative politics: constitutional arrangements

3    Congress

4    The executive branch of government: president

5    Comparing the US and UK executives

6    The judicial branch of government

7    Comparing the US and UK judiciaries

8    The electoral process and direct democracy

9    Political parties

10  Comparative politics: electoral and party systems

11  Pressure groups

12  Comparative politics: pressure groups

13  Civil rights

14  Comparative civil rights

Glossary

Answers are available at
www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads







Countdown to my exams


6–8 weeks to go

	✚  Start by looking at the specification – make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages 4–7 to familiarise yourself with the topics.


	✚  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.


	✚  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.


	✚  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.







2–6 weeks to go

	✚  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, exam summaries and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.


	✚  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers at the back of the book.


	✚  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.


	✚  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads


	✚  Use the revision activities to try out different revision methods. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.


	✚  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.







One week to go

	✚  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.


	✚  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.


	✚  Attend any revision classes put on by your teachers. Remember, they are experts at preparing people for examinations.







The day before the examination

	✚  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example the exam tips, exam summaries and key terms.


	✚  Check the time and place of your examination.


	✚  Make sure you have everything you need – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.


	✚  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.












Introduction

Key things to know about studying AQA A-Level Politics

This book covers all of Paper Two, Government and Politics of the USA and comparative politics. The UK Politics and Political Ideas content, Papers One and Three respectively, are covered in two other My Revision Series books.

As a student of A-Level Politics it is important that you know these five things about the examination:

	✚  The structure of the exam


	✚  The three assessment objectives


	✚  The command words explain, analyse, compare and evaluate (and what these terms mean)


	✚  The format of the extract-based essay question – Section B


	✚  The synoptic element for Section C




The structure of the exam

Paper Two: Government and Politics of the USA and comparative politics (2 hours)

	✚  Answer ALL THREE Section A shorter answer questions (27 marks).


	✚  Answer the Section B extract-based question (25 marks).


	✚  Answer ONE essay question from a choice of two (25 marks).




Remember that Paper Two is worth a third of your A-level so divide up revision time evenly across all three papers.

Assessment objectives

Your answers will be marked by examiners who will look to see how well you have met the three assessment objectives. These are explained below:








	
Assessment objectives


	
Requirements





	
AO1: Knowledge and understanding


	
	✚  Identify/provide points related to the question


	✚  Offer relevant examples, both recent and more historic


	✚  Use relevant and appropriate political terminology








	
AO2: Analysis


	
	✚  Give a two-sided, balanced debate in essays and the extract-based question


	✚  Comment upon and explain any points made








	
AO3: Evaluation


	
	✚  Distinguish between strong and weak arguments, explicitly identify which arguments/factors are most convincing and why


	✚  Provide reasons for the judgements made 










Key terms explained for Section A 9-markers

	✚  In Section A the question will start with the following words: Explain and analyse three reasons/factors/arguments why…


	✚  ‘Explain’ means identify and describe a factor, giving an example or two, and then comment briefly on it.


	✚  ‘Analyse’ is a pretty open term. It involves taking your answer beyond simple explanation by examining the factor critically rather than just taking it at face value. Is it for example a factor that has become more/less important recently? How significant a factor is it? Perhaps think of it as responding to the examiner’s reaction of ‘So what?’ after you have explained/described a factor.




Section A comparative theories question

	✚  The first two Section A questions will be purely about US politics. The third one, though, involves comparative politics and theory. The question will select one of the three comparative theories: structural, rational or cultural, and ask you to apply it to a particular topic. The theory should be briefly defined, and three ways identified. Each paragraph must be comparative and make some reference to the theory.




Key terms explained for the Section B extract-based essay question

	✚  You will be asked to analyse, evaluate and compare the arguments in the extract(s).


	✚  ‘Analyse’ requires the same approach/skills as for Section A questions.


	✚  ‘Evaluate’ means ‘to make a judgement’. For exam purposes, this usually means that you need to ‘decide’ or make a ‘judgement call’ on the strength of the arguments and points contained in the extract(s). It means that you need to weigh up the different arguments considered, including relevant political perspectives, and clearly state which is the most convincing and why. This should happen throughout the essay after you have analysed an argument, not just in the conclusion.


	✚  ‘Compare’ requires you to identify and explain the key points on both sides of the debate/argument.


	✚  In the extract-based question, the arguments that are used in your answer will come from the source that is provided. The extract(s) will contain points on both sides of a debate such as reforming the Electoral College.




Additional points for the Section B extract-based essay question

	✚  The texts are usually one, often two, short extracts, that contain points on both sides of a debate. They may be by the same author or written by different authors. The date, source and perhaps some detail about provenance (who wrote it) will be provided.


	✚  The extract(s) need(s) to be briefly but relevantly evaluated for accuracy/bias. Consider aspects such as who wrote it, their purpose and when; for example, was it just before or after a key event happened affecting the topic in the question? If so, can you explain how this limits the author’s understanding of the issue in question? If you know the political perspective of the author(s), or the organisation they are writing for, you might comment on how this could influence their view of the topic in question. 


	✚  Your answer needs to be focused on the question at all times. Use ‘mini quotes’ to highlight key points in the text and then analyse and evaluate them.


	✚  All points made in the extract(s) needs to be evaluated using your own wider knowledge. This knowledge might support or weaken the point – it doesn’t matter which – but do not just rely on points/details contained in the extract(s).


	✚  Your conclusion needs to clearly explain which side of the argument is more convincing and why.




Key terms explained for the Section C essay question

	✚  All essay questions will contain a statement which you will be asked to ‘Analyse and evaluate’. Refer to the points above for what these command terms mean.




Additional points for the Section C essay question

	✚  Stay focused throughout on the content contained in the statement and avoid writing a generalised or descriptive essay.


	✚  Identify key themes, perhaps three or four, and analyse and evaluate each one in turn, reaching a ‘mini conclusion’ that directly relates back to the statement in the title.


	✚  The essays will always be comparative, comparing UK and US politics. You will never be asked to write an essay just about US politics. You will also need to refer, at least briefly, to content covered in other Paper 1, 2 or 3 topics – these are officially termed synoptic links in the exam specification. This should occur quite naturally; for example, an essay about the limits of executive power in both countries will inevitably make reference to the US Constitution when analysing presidential powers, and to parliament when evaluating prime ministerial powers.


	✚  Ensure that every paragraph contains references and examples for both the UK and the US. Avoid an essay split into UK and US halves with comparative analysis only taking place in the conclusion.


	✚  Arrive at a clear and relevant conclusion that is consistent with the overall line of argument throughout the essay.
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