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Introduction


This book will help you to develop the knowledge, understanding and practical skills you need to complete your Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National IT course. As well as preparing you for your final exam and set assignments, the book will introduce you to the IT sector. You will learn how to design, plan, create and review IT products to meet client briefs and target audience demands.

The chapters in this book closely follow all the topics required for each unit in the course specification, which you can find on the OCR website. To help with your learning the book covers the key content in detail and includes a range of real-world examples. There are also lots of activities and learning features; you can find out more about these and how to use them on the next page.

Note for teachers: You can find out more about how we have designed the textbook to support you at: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/it-teacher-intro


Qualification structure

The Cambridge National in IT qualification is made up of three different subject units. You will need to complete all of these:


	•  R050: IT in the digital world

	•  R060: Data manipulation using spreadsheets

	•  R070: Using augmented reality to present information



A chapter of this book is dedicated to each unit.



Assessment: Examined unit and final set assignments


	•  Unit R050 is an examined unit where you will sit a 1½ hour exam paper, which is set and marked by OCR.

	•  Units R060 and R070 are assessed through a series of tasks for a set assignment that you will be given. The assignments are set by OCR, marked by your tutor and then moderated by OCR.



All the examination questions contain ‘command’ verbs. These tell you what you have to do to answer the question or complete the task. You should always check the command verb before starting a task or answering a question. For example, if you describe something when an explanation is required, you will not be able to gain full marks; this is because an explanation requires more detail than a description. There are a range of practice questions in this book in Unit R050 to help you get to grips with the command words. A list of command verbs is available on the OCR website.

Once you have learnt all the required parts of the moderated units, you will complete an assignment that will be used to assess your knowledge and skills of the subject. It will be set in a vocational context, which means that it will simulate what it would be like to be given a project by a client or employer in a work situation. You will use the OCR set assignment or a modified version of it for the assessment. This assignment will include a series of tasks that follow the same process and sequence of the topic areas in the R060 and R070 units. The assignment practice features in this book will help you get used to working in the relevant IT contexts.

Note: The practice questions and accompanying marks and mark schemes included in this resource are an opportunity to practise exam skills, but they do not replicate examination papers and are not endorsed by OCR.






How to use this book


This student textbook contains all three units for the redeveloped OCR Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in IT (J836).

These are:


	•  Unit R050 IT in the digital world

	•  Unit R060 Data manipulation using spreadsheets

	•  Unit R070 Using augmented reality to present information.



Each unit is then divided into topic areas. All of the teaching content for each topic area is covered in the book.


Key features of the book

The book is organised by the units in the qualification. Each unit is broken down into the topic areas from the specification. Each unit opener will help you understand what is covered in the unit, the list of topic areas covered, and what you will be assessed on, fully matched to the requirements of the specification.
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About this unit

An introduction to the topics covered by the unit.
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Topic areas

A list of the unit’s topic areas, so you know exactly what is going to be covered.
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How will I be assessed? [image: ]

Information on how the unit will be assessed.
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Getting started [image: ]

Short activities to introduce you to the topic.
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Key term

Definitions of important terms.
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Case study

See how IT concepts can be applied and learn about real-life scenarios.
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Activity [image: ]

A short task to help you understand an idea or assessment criteria.
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Test your knowledge [image: ]

Short questions designed to test your knowledge and understanding.
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Research [image: ]

Research-based activities that draw on the content covered in the book, to reinforce your understanding.
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Synoptic link [image: ]

Links to relevant details in other parts of the book so you can see how topics link together.
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Practice questions [image: ]

Summary questions that allow you to apply the knowledge and skills covered in the unit. This feature appears in the examined Unit R050 and will help you prepare for the exam. The mark schemes are available online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/cambridge-nationals-2022/answers

Note: The practice questions and accompanying marks and mark schemes included in this resource are an opportunity to practise exam skills, but they do not replicate examination papers and are not endorsed by OCR.
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Assignment practice [image: ]

A summary activity that allows you to apply the knowledge and skills covered in the unit. This feature appears in the non-examined units R060 and R070, and will help you prepare for the set assessments.
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