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Introduction



Introduction for teachers

This book is intended for use with pupils who are studying English at Second and Third Levels. Teachers will find a full set of the benchmarks and the experiences and outcomes for English and Literacy on the Education Scotland website. Those focused on in this book are:




	 
	Second Level
	Third Level





	Finding and using information

	•  when reading and using fiction and non-fiction texts with increasingly complex ideas, structures and specialist vocabulary.


	Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select and sort information from a variety of sources and use this for different purposes.
LIT 2–14a

	Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select, sort, summarise, link and use information from different sources.
LIT 3–14a




	Understanding, analysing and evaluating

	•  investigating and/or appreciating fiction and non-fiction texts with increasingly complex ideas, structures and specialist vocabulary for different purposes.


	To show my understanding across different areas of learning, I can identify and consider the purpose and main ideas of a text and use supporting detail.
LIT 2–16a

	To show my understanding across different areas of learning, I can:

	•  identify and consider the purpose, main concerns or concepts and use supporting detail

	•  make inferences from key statements

	•  identify and discuss similarities and differences between different types of text.


LIT 3–16a




	 
	To show my understanding, I can respond to literal, inferential and evaluative questions and other close reading tasks and can create different kinds of questions of my own.
ENG 2–17a

	To show my understanding, I can comment, with evidence, on the content and form of short and extended texts, and respond to literal, inferential and evaluative questions and other types of close reading tasks.
ENG 3–17a




	 
	To help me develop an informed view, I can identify and explain the difference between fact and opinion, recognise when I am being influenced and have assessed how useful and believable my sources are.
LIT 2–18a

	To help me develop an informed view, I am exploring the techniques used to influence my opinion. I can recognise persuasion and assess the reliability of information and credibility and value of my sources.
LIT 3–18a








Note to teachers

Reading allows us all to explore and confront the difficult aspects of life as we see other people – in the characters we encounter – meet and cope with problems. All readers can become more compassionate and empathetic through experiencing challenging content in the safe and confined space of the page. Reading about such subject matter in the controlled context of a classroom allows for discussion, questioning and exploration. It lets younger readers meet the world and learn how to deal with it.

While never wanting to ambush a reader with something that is hurtful or distressing to them, we also know that the majority of subjects do not personally affect the majority of readers. All the passages and extracts here have been carefully chosen. They are age-appropriate and should engage pupils’ interest. If you feel that any of the included topics might be difficult for some of your pupils, you may decide to read the passage with them first, to allow them to discuss and explore its ideas, before going on to tackle the associated tasks.



Introduction for pupils

This book is divided into two main sections.


	1  In Part 1, you will learn about the important skill of close reading. There will be explanations and examples to learn from and lots of small tasks to help you use and build up your skills.

	2  Part 2 of the book is full of practice assessments. Each assessment has a passage for you to read and questions for you to answer. The assessments get more challenging as you work through the book.



Your teacher might decide to work through the whole book from the start. It is also possible to use any of the practice tests from Part 2 of the book whenever your teacher thinks that you are ready to try them. You may see these assessments referred to as ‘practice tests’ here and there – don’t worry! They are the same thing.

The design of the book will support you as you work through it. When a new piece of key knowledge is introduced, it will look like this:
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This box contains information that is very important; it is something you will want to remember.
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Here are two suggestions:


	1  You could copy out the boxed information into a certain place. It could all go together at the back of your English jotter or in a special notebook you keep just for that purpose.

	2  You could take a photo of the information box and store all the pictures together on your phone or tablet.



In some parts of the book, you will see the following features being used:
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These features tell you that the work you are doing is becoming more challenging and that you are building up your skills and knowledge.
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As you work through this book, you will meet some tasks that are best done in a group or with your whole class. They will look like this.
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Close reading

You will often hear your English teacher talking about the skill of close reading. In the National 5 and Higher exams that you might do when you are older, this skill is called ‘reading for understanding, analysis and evaluation’. That is why you can see these words on the cover of this book. Your parents might remember that same skill being called ‘interpretation’ or ‘comprehension’ when they were at school.

This skill has had many names, but close reading is a good way to sum up what you have to do. If you can read closely, you will be able to prove that you understand what texts say. You will also be able to analyse how writers use language to put across their ideas, points, opinions and stories. You will be able to read all sorts of different texts carefully and thoroughly.
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The last paragraph used the word texts twice. An English teacher might say, ‘We’re going to look at a new text today’ or ‘When you get into S4 you’ll study at least two texts for your exam.’ They do not mean that you can pass your exam by reading text messages on your phone!
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A text is anything that is made of written or spoken language. A text is anything that is used to communicate ideas, experiences, opinions or information.
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All of these things are texts:




	
	1  novels, short stories, plays and poems


	
	2  reference texts


	
	3  spoken words





	
	4  charts, maps, graphs and timetables


	
	5  adverts and promotional leaflets


	
	6  comics, newspapers and magazines





	
	7  CVs, letters and emails


	
	8  labels, signs and posters


	
	9  recipes, manuals and instructions





	
	10  reports


	
	11  reviews


	
	12  text messages, blogs and social networking sites





	
	13  web pages


	
	14  catalogues


	
	15  directories
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There are 15 different kinds of texts in that table. Your class is going to do a quick survey to see how many of those texts people have met today.

Your teacher – or a volunteer pupil – should list the numbers 1 to 15 on the board or screen. Now get people in the class to raise their hands so you can count, and the teacher or pupil can write down how many people have met each sort of text today. So, if there are 26 people in your class and they have all heard or used some spoken words today, that bit of the list would say: 3 = 26.

Once your survey is complete, discuss these questions with your class:


	•  What were the top three types of texts – the ones that most people had already met today?

	•  Why do you think those types of text are so common?

	•  What were the bottom three types of texts – the ones that very few people had met today?

	•  Why do you think those types of text are so rare?

	•  Pick the rarest type of text from your survey – the one that fewest people had met. Give some examples of why or when that kind of text is important.
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Your work on reading for understanding, analysis and evaluation – close reading – will usually be based on texts that are written in sentences and paragraphs. A close reading text is often called a passage, and we will use this term from now on. In Part 1 of this book, some of the passages may be just a paragraph long. When you reach Part 2, the passages for the practice tests will be at least a page long.

Before we start working on those close reading skills, here’s a fun task to help you find out how closely you read.

Follow these instructions:


	1  Draw a circle. It should be about the same size as the palm of your hand.

	2  In the middle of the circle, draw a small triangle with its flat side at the bottom and its point facing upwards. Your triangle should not be more than 2 cm tall.

	3  A little above the point of the triangle, draw two dots. The dots go on each side of the point and about 1 cm away from it.

	4  Go over the dots with your pen a few times so that they become a little bigger and clearer.

	5  Look at what you have drawn so far. Work out what it is meant to be.

	6  Now choose one of these two words:
     happy        sad

and add something important to the drawing because of the word that you have chosen.

What have you drawn?




(For answer, see page 124.)
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