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About your qualification

This textbook supports learners studying the core units of the Foundation in Construction and Building Services Engineering (Level 2) qualification (Qualifications Wales).

What we refer to as ‘the built environment’ can be a fascinating area of study. What we easily take for granted around us can reveal important historical information, impressive technological achievements and ingenious ways of working when examined more closely, something this textbook will assist learners to do.

The core units of the qualification featured in this book provide a broad introduction to construction and the built environment and develop essential knowledge and understanding of the construction industry over six chapters. A key chapter includes important principles related to health and safety in the workplace and the welfare responsibilities of all workers on site.

The subject matter covered by the core units provides essential underpinning knowledge which forms a foundation that you can build on when progressively studying selected trade specialisms to complete the course. Subjects considered include:

● the buildings and structures that make up the built environment and how changes take place over time

● the trades, roles and careers in the construction and built-environment sector

● employability skills relevant to workplace situations

● how construction and the built environment affects social, economic and environmental sustainability

● the use and application of emerging technologies.

While study of the six core units of the qualification provides valuable insights and understanding of the construction and built-environment sector, selection of two trade specialism options gives you the opportunity to develop planning, performing and evaluating skills while undertaking tasks that are common to the chosen trades.

How your knowledge and skills will be assessed

The Foundation in Construction and Building Services Engineering (Level 2) qualification is assessed using three assessment methods.

● On-screen assessment – an externally-set question paper that will also be externally-marked. The question paper relates to the core units covered in this textbook. This forms 20% of the qualification grade.

● Practical project – an externally-set project that will be marked internally by assessors at the training centre, covering two trade areas. This forms 60% of the qualification grade.

● Guided discussion – an externally-set formal conversation that will be marked internally by assessors at the training centre. This forms 20% of the qualification grade.

The on-screen assessment is marked automatically, and the results will be received by the assessment/training centre on the same day the assessment takes place.

At the end of each chapter in this textbook, a range of multiple-choice questions is included to give you the opportunity to get familiar with the format of the exam. Look carefully at the way the questions are structured to get comfortable with this method of testing your knowledge.

The practical project assessment takes the form of specified trade activities that must meet stipulated standards for two trade areas and must be completed prior to undertaking the guided discussion.

The guided discussion is a planned, in-depth, formal conversation between an assessor and the learner. It is used as a way of assessing understanding and knowledge of complex subjects. It is more than just ‘a chat’ and can be especially helpful to a learner who finds written expression difficult.

Some examples of the way in which a guided discussion can be structured are provided at the end of several chapters. You should develop the habit of regularly conversing naturally with others about the subject matter you are studying. One of the best ways to make learning about a subject effective and long-lasting is to explain it to others in your own words. Try to do this often to prepare for the guided discussion.

Continuing your learning journey

The qualification provides the knowledge, understanding and skills for learners to undertake further study. This includes progression to the following qualifications:

● Progression in Construction Level 2 – City & Guilds

● Progression in Building Services Engineering Level 2 – EAL

● Construction Level 3 (trade area) – City & Guilds

● Building Services Engineering Level 3 (trade area) – EAL.

Achieving this qualification will give you a comprehensive understanding of the construction and built-environment sector, enabling you to make informed decisions about your own career ambitions and development.
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