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Introduction

It is very common practice for schools to recommend to students that they get a revision guide to support their final revision for GCSE (and in fact any formal exams). The point being that you, the student, can do some reading and studying at home with a set of reliable notes. This is crucial to GCSE success – just working in school is not enough. This book is to help you revise, covering the whole Specification.

Of course, revision guides are just shortened forms of the textbook (which is a shortened form of what you should be covering in class). They don’t give you every detail and do expect you to have some knowledge to start with. This guide is no different, though it should give you enough detail and clues to be able to revise effectively. It is meant to support your revision, not teach you anew.

Doing well in exams is about knowing and understanding the subject content in a course. It is also very much about being able to understand the questions you are faced with and what they want of you. This usually means you have to apply your knowledge, and demonstrate clear understanding and insight. This guide gives you lots of exam advice, practice questions and practice answers to think about.

Hopefully your teachers have taught you a few revision techniques. Make sure you try them out, bearing in mind that some people use the same method effectively for every subject, while others use a variety of methods depending on the subject they are revising. Your revision programme will be unique to you – just make sure you have one! This guide suggests a small number of revision strategies which have been effective for GCSE students in the past – feel free to try them, use them as described or tailor them to your style.

How does it work?


	✚  Each topic lists the key terms you need to know so that you can answer questions. Knowing key terms is the bedrock of your success.


	✚  A glossary of key terms gives you the words used in the Specification itself – questions use these terms, so they are the most important.


	✚  Each topic is written in bitesize chunks – read and learn them all. There are three religions in this book – revise only the two you studied in school. All six Themes are here, but in the exam you answer four.


	✚  Key teachings are found throughout the book. Those prescribed by the Specification are there, but we have added quite a few extras. It always impresses examiners if you use teachings that are specific to a question.


	✚  At the end of each section there is a page of exam practice questions – great practice for you. And as a bonus, you will gain increased familiarity with exam question wording, reducing anxiety and confusion in the exam.


	✚  There is a section on revision techniques. Try them all – you never know what might work for you. Try them in other subjects, too.


	✚  Throughout the book we have scattered quick tips and hints – tips for revision, for the exam, and common mistakes.


	✚  We also give you a checkpoint page which doubles as the contents page. Track your revision progress and grow your confidence as you tick the boxes.




Good luck!






Get the most from this book

These revision notes will help you to revise for AQA’s GCSE (1–9) Religious Studies Specification A. It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding.

Tick to track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 3 to 6 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


	✚  revised and understood a topic


	✚  tested yourself


	✚  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers




Features to help you succeed

Exam practice

An Exam Practice page is provided for each topic. Use these to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.

Religious teachings

It is crucial that you can write about religious teachings in your exam. Almost all the questions demand this. This book includes many teachings to use, but you should look to add your own.

Now test yourself

This is a series of quick questions to check your knowledge. You could do them before or after you revise the information from the page. Some suggested answers to these questions can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads

Exam tips

Throughout the book there are tips to help you boost your grade. They can also be used with other topics and Themes.

Key terms

Key terms are highlighted and defined throughout the book. There are lists of Specification-specific terms at the end of each section, but you should  familiarise yourself with all the highlighted terms.

Revision tip

Throughout the book there are tips to help you improve your revision. 

Activities

Activities consist of sample questions and answers for you to use to improve your technique. A number of these are evaluation tasks, and will give you ideas of arguments as well.






Full Course and Short Course outlines

If you have this book and you are revising for the Full Course RS GCSE check the following:


	✚  You have studied two world religions. This book covers Christianity and Buddhism.


	✚  You know both the beliefs and the practices for the two religions you have studied.


	✚  You have studied four Themes – there are six covered in the book so make sure you are revising the ones your teacher has taught you. The attitudes of all six world faiths are referred to in each Theme.




You will have one exam paper for the religions. This is Paper 1.


	✚  Religion 1 – Beliefs = 24 marks + 3 SPaG


	✚  Practices = 24 marks


	Total for Beliefs and Practices 51 marks


	✚  Religion 2 – Beliefs = 24 marks + 3 SPaG


	✚  Practices = 24 marks


	Total for Beliefs and Practices 51 marks


	✚  Total marks for Paper 1 = 102. You will have 1 hour 45 minutes.




You will have one exam paper for the Themes. This is called Paper 2.


	✚  You will answer four full questions, each worth 24 marks.


	✚  Total marks for Paper 2 = 99 marks (96 + 3 SPaG). You will have 1 hour 45 minutes.




The questions within each religion (both beliefs and practices) and Themes have a common structure made up of five part-questions of 1, 1, 4, 6 and 12 marks.

If you have this book and you are revising for the Short Course RS GCSE, check the following:


	✚  You know the Beliefs for the two religions you have studied. Do not revise the Practices sections for either religion.


	✚  You also need to have studied two Themes – there are six covered in the book so make sure you are revising Theme A Relationships and families and Theme B Religion, peace and conflict.


	Note: Theme B for the Short Course is actually Theme D in this book.


	✚  You will have one exam (called Paper 1), split into three mini-papers.


	✚  Mini-paper 1 – Religion 1 – Beliefs = 24 marks (+ 3 SPaG)


	✚  Mini-paper 2 – Religion 2 – Beliefs = 24 marks (+ 3 SPaG)


	✚  Mini-paper 3 – Theme A – Relationships and families = 24 marks plus Theme B – Religion, peace and conflict = 24 marks




Total marks for Paper 1 = 102. You will have 1 hour 45 minutes.

The questions within each religion (beliefs) and Themes have a common structure made up of five-part questions of 1, 1, 4, 6 and 12 marks.






The exam for Full Course GCSE

All of your work for Religious Studies is summed up in your performance in two exam papers. You can look at each paper as being four sets of 24 marks; the mark breakdown in each 24 set is rigid, that is always the same.










	
	
Four sets


	
Questions


	
Total marks





	
Paper 1


	
Religion 1 – Beliefs and teachings

Religion 1 – Practices

Religion 2 – Beliefs and teachings

Religion 2 – Practices


	
Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks

Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks

Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks

Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks


	
24 × 4

plus 3 marks for SPaG





	
Paper 2


	
Theme choice 1

Theme choice 2

Theme choice 3

Theme choice 4


	
Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks

Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks

Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks

Questions worth 1, 1, 4, 6, 12 marks


	
24 × 4

plus 3 marks for SPaG







To reach the higher grades, aim to score at least 14 marks per set. Evenly scoring across all of the sets works best for this. If you know you have a weaker set – for example, you hate the fourth of your Themes – then do extra revision work to bring that weak set up to the level of your stronger ones. Eradicate the weakness!

Command phrases in the exam – what they are and what they mean

The wording of the exam questions is fixed and examiners have to write questions which fit into the prescribed wording. The wording is specific for Religion Beliefs (RB), Religion Practices (RP) and the Themes (T). So what are they seeking?










	
Which section?


	
Wording


	
Explanation


	
Marks







	
All


	
Give/name one ...


	
For 1-mark questions you just write one idea. This could be one word, a short phrase or a sentence.


	
1





	
RB


	
Explain two ways in which ... influences [image: ] today


	
You must give and explain two ways, but you must show the impact on behaviour/thinking of people in that religion today.


	
4





	
RP/T


	
Explain two different [image: ] in contemporary British society


	
You must give and explain two beliefs/teachings/practices, but they must be contrasting or different.

In the Themes, there are only three ‘contrasting’ topics to know about per Theme and you must answer from a Christian perspective for one view.


	
4





	
T


	
Explain two similar ...


	
You must give and explain two beliefs/teachings/practices. Can be from any aspect of the topic.


	
4





	
T


	
Explain two different ...


	
You must give and explain two teachings/practices. Can be from any aspect of the topic and any religion.


	
4





	
RB


	
Explain two (religion) teachings about ...


	
You must give and explain two teachings. Stating and applying the source of authority gains two marks. It is easier to get the marks by using clear, specific teachings.


	
6





	
RP


	
Explain two different ways in which ...


	
You must give and explain two ways in which something is done. Using and applying a source of authority will earn the fifth and sixth marks.


	
6





	
T


	
Explain two religious beliefs about ...


	
You must give and explain two beliefs. Giving and applying the source of the belief earns two marks.


	
6





	
All


	
Refer to sacred writings or another source of ________ authority in your answer


	
You must refer to and apply a source of authority, for example a holy book or a religious leader, to get the fifth and sixth marks available.


	
6





	
RB/RP


	
Refer to (religion) teaching


	
Your answer must include clear and repeated reference to the teachings of the specified religion in order to reach higher levels.


	
12





	
All


	
Give reasoned arguments to support of this statement.


	
You must support the statement and explain the reasons you give.


	
12





	
All


	
Give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view.


	
You must provide a different point of view and explain the reasons you give for it.


	
12





	
T


	
Should refer to religious arguments


	
You must use religious arguments in your answer – it can’t be entirely non-religious (that will limit you to fewer than half the available marks).


	
12





	
T


	
May refer to non-religious arguments


	
You could – but don’t have to – use non-religious arguments.


	
12





	
All


	
Should reach a justified conclusion.


	
This is where you say which point of view is stronger/better and why it is. You should not just be repeating arguments you used earlier.


	
12







How examiners mark your work – question by question









	
Question mark


	
Wording examiners follow


	
What that means to you







	
1


	
Award a mark for choosing the correct option


	
Right answer gets the mark.





	
1


	
Award a mark for a correct answer


	
One correct point gets 1 mark.





	
4


	
First belief/way/etc.

Simple explanation of relevant and accurate point – 1 mark

Detailed explanation of relevant and accurate point – 2 marks


	
First set of 2 marks comes from first making the point or giving the relevant teaching, second explaining that point/teaching and showing how it is relevant to the question.





	
	
Second belief/way/etc.

Simple explanation of relevant and accurate point – 1 mark

Detailed explanation of relevant and accurate point – 2 marks


	
Second set of 2 marks is given for doing the same thing for a new point.





	
6


	
First teaching/belief/way/etc.

Simple explanation of relevant and accurate point – 1 mark

Detailed explanation of relevant and accurate point – 2 marks


	
First set of 2 marks comes from first making the point or giving the relevant teaching, second explaining that point/teaching and showing how it is relevant to the question.





	
	
Second teaching/belief/way/etc.

Simple explanation of relevant and accurate point – 1 mark

Detailed explanation of relevant and accurate point – 2 marks


	
Second set of 2 marks is given for doing the same thing for a new point.





	
	
Somewhere in the answer, you must use a relevant religious teaching/quotation. You must also state the source of this authority, for example by naming a holy book or religious leader.


	
You get a mark for naming a relevant source of authority, and another mark for applying it to the question (showing how it is relevant).





	
12 (in four levels)


	
Level 4: 10–12 marks

A well-argued response, reasoned consideration of different points of view. Logical chains of reasoning leading to judgement(s) supported by knowledge and understanding of relevant evidence and information.


	
You give several arguments from at least two points of view. These are mostly/all explained and expanded in a clear and effective way.

Your points are all clearly relevant to the statement.

There is a strong element of religious argument in your answer.

There is clear evidence of a conclusion regarding the relative strengths of the points of view you have presented.

The examiner won’t have to think about what you are trying to say because you have argued logically and coherently.





	
	
Level 3: 7–9 marks

Reasoned consideration of different points of view. Logical chains of reasoning that draw on knowledge and understanding of relevant evidence and information.


	
You give several arguments from at least two points of view. You explain/expand some of these. Most of them will be obviously relevant to the statement, so that your points are clear. You will have put more than just a hint of religious argument in your answer. You will be evaluating the statement, not just writing attitudes about the topic of the statement.





	
	
Level 2: 4–6 marks

Reasoned consideration of a point of view. A logical chain of reasoning drawing on knowledge and understanding of relevant evidence and information.

Or

Recognition of different points of view, each supported by relevant reasons/ evidence.


	
If you write about only one point of view, you cannot achieve a higher level than this one.

It might be one-sided. If it is, it will have several arguments which are explained and expanded well, and which clearly weigh up the statement.

Or

You give a series of arguments for more than one point of view with limited explanation of any argument.





	
	
Level 1: 1–3 marks

Point of view with reason(s) stated in support.


	
You are unlikely to have explained very much at all; just listed reasons to support what you think.







NB: while the wording of the 4- and 6-mark questions may vary, essentially the awarding of marks is as above (idea – explanation – idea 2 – explanation = 4 marks; idea – explanation – idea 2 – explanation – source (holy book, religious leader, etc) = 6 marks). ‘Point’ means place of belief/teaching/way, etc.

Your written English (SPaG)

You will be judged on your written English in certain 12-mark questions you answer. This is worth up to 3 marks for the whole paper and is based around the quality of your spelling, punctuation and grammar. When your paper is marked, you will be provisionally awarded up to three marks for each of the four 12-mark evaluation answers. The highest of these four provisional SPaG marks is what you will be awarded for the whole paper; a maximum of 3 marks.

So how are the marks awarded? Here is a simple guide.








	
0


	
You haven’t written anything, e.g. not answered any of the 12-mark questions.

You have written answers which have nothing to do with the question, so don’t answer it.

What you wrote doesn’t make sense, so can’t be understood or marked.





	
1


	
Called ‘threshold performance’.

You will have used only a limited range of specialist words.

While probably making a lot of errors in grammar, what you write is still understandable.

Your punctuation and spelling are reasonably accurate.





	
2


	
Called ‘intermediate performance’.

You will have used a good range of specialist terms and used them in the right context.

You are generally accurate with grammar.

Your spelling and punctuation are good, with few mistakes.





	
3


	
Called ‘high performance’.

You use lots of specialist language, in the right context and showing clear understanding of how to use it very appropriately.

Your grammar is almost always correct and you use complex grammar (extended sentences and paragraphs, high-level grammatical constructions, etc.).

Your spelling and punctuation are almost flawless, again beyond simple constructions.







You can improve your SPaG by paying attention to your English the whole time you are studying. It isn’t something you can fix overnight as it is about your habitual way of writing. Learning and using key language as well as using connectives to make more complex sentences helps. Ask your teacher what you need to do to hit a better performance descriptor and get better marks.
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