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Introduction: Understanding the specification and the assessment package


This textbook is a starting point for your journey along a citizenship pathway. Its aim is to inform you so that you will become a responsible and involved citizen who understands how you can play a part and try to make a difference in modern British society. The textbook develops the content of the specification and assists in your understanding and application of citizenship skills and processes, and provides background to the assessment structure and how to complete your own active citizenship Investigation.


Course structure

The layout of this book mirrors the structure and the content of the AQA specification. In this course, you are required to be taught the entire content of the specification. This, like the book, is divided into three Themes:


	•  Life in modern Britain

	•  Rights and responsibilities

	•  Politics and participation



Each of the three Themes is made up of five chapters and they have a common structure:


	•  The first chapter sets out the ‘big picture’ concepts, issues and ideas relating to the Theme.

	•  Then we look at the local context in regard to the Theme.

	•  The third chapter reviews the national context in regard to the Theme.

	•  Next we examine the international or global aspects of the Theme.

	•  The final chapter discusses the active citizenship aspects of the Theme; that is, how individual citizens and groups of citizens can try to make a difference.



This course emphasises the use of contemporary case studies to help develop your knowledge and understanding of citizenship skills and processes. Where important issues arise relating to the content of the book prior to any further edition, updates will appear on the following website. Answers to the Exam practice questions and additional resources can be found at: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/AQAGCSECitizenshipStudies



Citizenship skills, processes and methods

For AQA GCSE (9–1) Citizenship Studies, the specification requires that you need to develop your knowledge and application of citizenship skills, processes and methods. Some are demonstrated through your active citizenship Investigation, while others can be examined through questions about the subject content.


	•  Citizenship skills: Many skills associated with citizenship are not specific to citizenship but are a necessary component of becoming a participating citizen. A skill is an ability to undertake something proficiently. Some of the skills associated with citizenship are critical-thinking, problem-solving, collaboration, advocacy, representation, initiative, social interaction and teamwork.

	•  Citizenship processes: These are activities and events that are linked in order to achieve an outcome. For example, changing a law or being involved in a court case each have an agreed process that must be followed to achieve an outcome.

	•  Citizenship methods: These are the individual elements or actions that citizens can take; some like voting are a part of a formal state/political process, while others such as protesting can be an individual or group activity, be planned or improvised.



Within this book you can develop your understanding of these aspects of citizenship studies through the case studies, differing points of view and the activities.



Active citizenship

The term ‘active citizenship’ underpins the nature of this specification. The course is not just intended to provide you with knowledge and information, but also to give you the skills and the understanding of processes that can enable you to become an ‘active citizen’.
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Figure 1 Becoming an active citizen



Figure 1 illustrates the relationship between the interlocking levels of citizenship involvement. An example of these three stages could be a person who is concerned about a local issue that they have read about or seen online.


	•  They research the issue and believe something should be done: The Informed Citizen.

	•  They see that there is an online petition about the issue and they sign it: The Participating Citizen.

	•  They attend a meeting of the protest group and join. They agree to become a candidate in the local elections on behalf of the group to campaign about the issue and bring about change: The Active Citizen.





Assessment structure

While it is important that you have a clear understanding of the content of the AQA GCSE (9–1) Citizenship Studies specification, it is also important to understand the nature of the assessment as it is your performance in the examinations that will determine your GCSE grade.

Table 1 indicates how the content of the course relates to the assessment structure.



Table 1 Course content: You are expected to answer all the questions in both exam papers
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You can find the detailed AQA GCSE (9–1) Citizenship Studies specification, along with specimen examination papers and mark schemes, at the AQA website: www.aqa.org.uk.



Assessment objectives

Clearly the marks you achieve in the exam are based upon how well you answer the unseen questions on the examination paper. But how are the judgements made about your answers? Every GCSE subject has several Assessment Objectives. These link to the requirements of the subject and specification. Each question that appears on an exam paper links to an Assessment Objective. Assessment Objectives can give you information about what you are expected to deliver in your answers, therefore it is important for you to spend some time studying the specific Assessment Objectives for each GCSE course you are studying.

Table 2 shows the Assessment Objectives for GCSE Citizenship Studies and indicates the weighting of these AOs across the examination papers.

The questions across the exam papers are worth a variety of different marks. The more marks a question is given, the longer and more detailed the required response. For your AQA GCSE (9–1) Citizenship Studies exams you will be given a printed booklet with allocated response spaces for each question. These spaces offer guidance as to how long the response should be.

Each question on Paper 1 Section B and on all of Paper 2 assesses only a single Assessment Objective. The Assessment Objective that is being assessed is indicated by the number of marks allocated for that question.

Paper 1 Section A includes questions that follow a different pattern. The questions shown in Table 3 relate to two Assessment Objectives as you are required to write about your own citizenship activity or reflect upon the actions of others.



Table 2 Assessment Objectives (AOs)
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Table 3 Mark allocation for Paper 1 Section A


[image: ]



The different styles of questions

A range of different question styles is used across the exam papers. It is helpful if you become familiar with each style.


AO1 questions

These questions will often require short responses – a single word or a sentence. 2-mark questions may require two distinct answers. Some questions may be in a multiple-choice style, where you choose one correct or two correct responses. Here are two examples of AO1 questions:


	1  Name one member country of the Commonwealth other than the UK. [1]

	2  Identify which two of the following preside over debates in the United Kingdom Parliament. [2]

	A  Black Rod

	B  Lord Chamberlain

	C  The Speaker

	D  Sergeant at Arms

	E  The Lord Speaker

	F  Chairman of Ways and Means




Question 1 requires a one-word answer, for example Canada – where 1 mark is awarded.

Question 2 requires you to select the two correct answers – C and E. 2 marks would be awarded for this; if only one is correct, only 1 mark is awarded.



AO2 questions

These questions will normally be based upon source material, which can be a short statement or quotation, a diagram, data or a chart. Here is an example of an AO2 question:


	3  Using the source below, consider how central government formation differs in France from that in the United Kingdom. [4]
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Source

In 2017, the French held elections for their President. The elections for the President normally take place over two rounds of voting. Every elector has one vote. If the candidate who comes first after the first round of voting has over 50 per cent of the total votes cast, they are elected. If no candidate achieves 50 per cent of the vote, there is a second round of voting a week later at which only the names of the top two candidates from the first round appear on the ballot paper. At the conclusion of the second ballot the candidate who comes top is elected for five years. Once elected the President appoints the Prime Minister and government ministers. Members of the French Parliament are elected separately from the President.
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These sources may be unfamiliar to you, as in the example given above, which is about France. However, the question asks you to apply your knowledge and understanding of the UK situation to the situation described in France. Your answers will not be found within the sources but they can support the structure of your answer. You are applying your knowledge of the UK system to the information given about the French system provided in the source.

To answer question 3, you would have to identify the following points from the source and compare them against your knowledge of the UK:


	•  France has two types of election – one to elect the President and a separate one to elect members of the French Parliament. The UK has one – a General Election where we elect MPs for the whole of the UK, after which a government is formed. The Prime Minister is the leader of the largest party in the House of Commons, having been elected as an MP at the General Election. After the election the Queen asks the leader of the party with a majority of MPs in the House of Commons to become the Prime Minister.

	•  The UK does not have an elected President like France, but a constitutional monarch who is non-political.

	•  In the UK, the Prime Minister appoints people to government posts from members of their political party in the House of Commons and Lords.





AO3 questions

These questions demand an extended response where you can develop a case, review evidence and draw conclusions. There may be a short supporting statement placed prior to the question to give a context. Here is an example:


	4  ‘Young people who commit crime should always be given non-custodial sentences. Locking up young people is not helpful to them or society.’
Considering a range of views, examine the arguments for and against the statement. [8]



This question requires you to consider arguments for and against a statement. The phrase ‘a range of views’ relates to your ability to draw upon a number of differing opinions and views when answering the question. You may want to make some notes on these before writing your response. For example:


	•  Points FOR: Young people should not be taken away from their families and friends. Locking people up can make them become more hardened criminals. Younger people often do not know the consequences of committing crime. Better to change behaviour and reform a character than lock them up.

	•  Points AGAINST: Even young criminals can be a danger to society and need to be in prison (the Bulger case), to teach them a lesson and lead them to change their behaviour. They often come from troubled families so prison can help them. The safety of society should come first.


Examining an argument will lead you to comment on each point that you make. You must try to ensure that there is a balanced number of points made for each case.



AO3 synoptic questions

In this course you are synoptically assessed in three questions: the last 8-mark question from each of the three content themes. Synoptic questions are where you are expected to draw upon your understanding of citizenship issues from across different parts of the specification and integrate them into your answer. The synoptic questions are: Paper 1 Section B final question; Paper 2 Section A final question; and Paper 2 Section B question 10.2.

Here is an example of a synoptic question:


	5  ‘Judges in the UK like many in the USA should be made to stand for election so they are fully accountable to the people.’
Considering a range of views, analyse the case for and against making judges in the UK accountable through elections.

In your answer you should consider:


	•  the principles relating to judicial appointments in the UK

	•  the nature of elections and the political process in the UK. [8]




The structure of these questions is slightly different in that two bullet-pointed statements are added to provide some limited scaffolded structure for a response. When you look at these three questions you first have to recognise which other sections of the content they are expecting you to draw upon. This question would come from Paper 2 Section B Rights and responsibilities, and is about how judges are appointed. The other section of the course the question relates to is Politics and participation, as the question relates to elections.

These could be the notes you would make before writing your response:


	•  Judges in the UK are appointed after an independent interview – no political involvement.

	•  Judges are not allowed to be political.

	•  They are appointed for life (until they retire).

	•  In the UK, judicial independence is a very important concept within our democracy.

	•  The judiciary is seen as a distinct element, separate from Parliament.

	•  Points about the case FOR: Makes judges accountable to the people; allows for changing public opinion about the implementation of laws to be reflected in those chosen to enforce the law; could broaden the type of people elected as judges, making the judiciary more representative.

	•  Points about the case AGAINST: It makes judicial appointments political; do you want judges who have party political labels; should judges express their own views on issues?



The style of question is not specifically asking you to draw conclusions but rather to analyse, deconstructing the arguments made by both points of view.




Assessing active citizenship – Paper 1 Section A

This section of Paper 1 is different from the three sections that make up the rest of Paper 1 and Paper 2. Section A Active Citizenship of Paper 1 comprises two sets of questions:


	•  The first set of questions (10 per cent of the GCSE marks) relates to your understanding of active citizenship based upon the last bullet point of each of the three Themes.

	•  The second set of questions (15 per cent of the GCSE marks) is based upon your own citizenship Investigation.



Most of the questions about active citizenship are like the questions on the other papers in that they assess only a single Assessment Objective. The exception is question 1.6, which is about the case study. Question 1.6 is based on a source: a text, a photo, an artwork or data, or a combination of these regarding a case study.

Throughout the course, and built into the assessment, is the use of contemporary case studies. These help develop your understanding of often complex issues and concepts and also enable you to undertake further research. See Chapter 16 for example case studies and research questions on them.


Citizenship Investigation

It is a requirement of the specification that you undertake an in-depth investigation of a citizenship issue of your own choice, which should involve using and developing a range of citizenship processes and skills that lead to some form of citizenship action. On AQA’s website there is an Investigation Portfolio, which will help you to record your progress.

The questions set in the exam on your Investigation can ask you to:


	•  describe and analyse your own experiences of planning and taking practical citizenship actions with others

	•  critically reflect on your own experiences of planning and taking practical citizenship actions

	•  advocate a viewpoint and represent the viewpoints of others in relation to the issues, causes and situations studied and citizenship actions you have undertaken in relation to citizenship concepts.



You have to answer four questions about your Investigation. Two assess a single Assessment Objective and two assess two Assessment Objectives. These account for two out of only three questions across both papers that assess more than one Assessment Objective, all of which are in Section A of Paper 1 (see Table 3 on page vii for how the marks for these questions are split for the different Assessment Objectives).

Other supporting resources are available by the same author to help you develop your knowledge and understanding of GCSE Citizenship and its assessment requirements:

AQA GCSE (9–1) Citizenship Workbook (IBSN 978-1-3983-1720-8) contains over 270 sample questions and online responses to help you understand the nature of the GCSE assessment requirements.

My Revision Notes: AQA GCSE (9–1) Citizenship Studies (ISBN 978-1-5104-1830-1) provides a structured approach to preparing and revising for the GCSE question papers.
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Table 4 AQA GCSE Citizenship assessment at a glance





 

How to get the best out of this book

This textbook is designed to follow every element that makes up the AQA specification for GCSE Citizenship.

Each of the three Themes comprises five chapters, each one matching an element of the specification. Chapter 16 outlines the nature of the Citizenship Investigation you have to undertake.

Each chapter is made up of text to support your learning and the following components:

The Spec coverage outlines the main element of the learning as stated in the specification:
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Spec coverage


	•  The role of international law in conflict situations:

	–  to protect victims of conflict

	–  how international humanitarian law helps establish the rules of war.
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All the elements described below are intended to promote your application of citizenship skills and understanding of citizenship processes.

A Discussion point is where key questions are posed about the text. These questions can form part of your review of your learning, stimulate a class or group debate or form a question that you can research.

The example below is taken from page 10 and relates to issues surrounding a multicultural society and immigration.
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Discussion point

The issue of immigration and its impact upon society is often the focus of debate.

The UK has, over its history, seen people from all over the world come and settle in this country. At the same time many people have returned home and UK citizens have emigrated to live abroad, for example in recent years to retire and live in Spain. The numbers of people coming to live in the UK and those leaving the UK to live elsewhere are shown in Table 2.4.

Consider what issues arise from living in a modern multicultural society.

Some people are concerned about issues relating to immigration. How would you answer the concerns they raise?
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The book also includes numerous case studies to help support your learning.

A case study helps you focus on a real-life example relating to your learning.

Every case study is followed by a Different viewpoints section that poses questions relating to the case study. It might challenge the basis for the case study, or make you consider the evidence supporting the case study.

This approach is intended to make you consider the evidence presented. Is it biased? Is it partial? Are there other viewpoints?

The example below is taken from page 26 regarding the Commonwealth.
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Case Study

Commonwealth helps St Lucia build climate resilience

St Lucia is a small country with limited resources to deal with the impact of severe weather.

With help via finance and technical assistance from the Commonwealth, the aim is to prepare post-disaster business plans, use new technology and enable schools to be used as emergency shelters.
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Different viewpoint

Does the Commonwealth have a useful function in the twenty-first century?
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The Different viewpoints represent opinions; they are not factual statements.

To respond to these you should have a point of view that is supported by evidence that makes a rational argument, or you should consider the issue from a different viewpoint.

The book also contains a number of Activity boxes. See page 142 for an example.

This Activity allows you as a class or group to select an issue that concerns you and, after researching the issue, to contact your MP and, hopefully, follow up any response you receive.

The Activities are designed to help support development of your active citizenship skills, enabling you to consider and apply the skills and processes you will need when carrying out your own Investigation.
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Activity

Consider as a class or a group writing to your local MP about an issue of concern. The issue can be local, national or international. Research your issue, ask the MP to respond to your questions and ask whether they will raise the matter with the appropriate minister. After any response, arrange for your MP to visit your school and discuss the issue with you. Keep a log of the process and ask the MP (when they visit or in a follow-up letter) about the process of citizens making their voice heard and how it might be improved.
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Another feature is the Learning review points at the end of each chapter. This enables you to check your understanding of the core ideas in the chapter you have completed.
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Learning review points


	•  What are the key values and principles that underpin the UK?

	•  What are the main factors that help determine a person’s identity?
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Review questions are quick-fire questions to assess your learning and understanding.

Exam practice boxes are exam paper questions:


	•  AO1 questions are worth 1 or 2 marks. These are short responses.

	•  AO2 questions are worth 4 marks. These responses are 2 to 4 lines.

	•  AO3 questions are worth 8 marks. These short essay-style responses are between 12 and 15 lines.



Some of the active citizenship questions assess two AOs.

In the examination, the booklet will indicate the space available for each response.
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EXAM PRACTICE


	1  Identify one benefit to a community of Neighbourhood Watch schemes. (AO1) [2 marks]

	2  Referring to the INQUEST case study on page 88, consider two arguments you could put forward to support its aims. (AO2) [4 marks]

	3  Analyse the arguments put forward by those who wish to abolish trial by jury. (AO3) [8 marks]
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Answers to the Exam practice questions and additional resources can be found at: www.hoddereducation.co.uk/AQAGCSECitizenshipStudies

Websites: Each section contains a list of websites to enable you to check the nature of the evidence contained in the book and to carry out your own research.
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Websites

Freedom House: www.freedomhouse.org

Global Witness: www.globalwitness.org/en

Amnesty International UK: www.amnesty.org.uk

European Parliament: www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
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The glossary on page 172 provides helpful reminders of key citizenship terms. The same term often appears in several chapters and this glossary provides the definitions together in one place.

Supplementary vote – a voting system used in the UK where voters have a second vote that is used in the election process if no candidate gets 50 per cent of the first-choice votes (see page 124).
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