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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it — personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:


	•  revised and understood the topic

	•  tested yourself

	•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes.



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.



Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Typical mistakes

The author identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.

[image: ]






[image: ]

Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.

Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Making links

This feature identifies specific connections between topics and tells you how revising these will aid your exam answers.
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Exam skills summary

These summaries highlight how specific skills identified or applicable in that chapter can be applied to your exam answers.
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Revision activities

These activities will help you to engage with each topic in an interactive way.
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Exam practice

Practice exam-style questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Summaries

The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Online

Go online to check your answers to the exam questions and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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My revision planner


Introduction

1   Water and carbon cycles

Water and carbon cycles as natural systems

The water cycle

The carbon cycle

Water, carbon, climate and life on Earth

2   Hot desert systems and landscapes

Deserts as natural systems

Systems and processes

Arid landscape development in contrasting settings

Desertification

3   Coastal systems and landscapes

Coasts as natural systems

Systems and processes

Coastal landscape development

Coastal management

4   Glacial systems and landscapes

Glaciers as natural systems

The nature and distribution of cold environments

Glaciated landscape development

Human impacts on cold environments

5   Hazards

The concept of hazards in a geographical context

Plate tectonics

Volcanic hazards

6   Ecosystems under stress

Ecosystems and sustainability

Ecosystems and processes

Biomes

Ecosystems in the British Isles over time

Marine ecosystems

Local ecosystems

7   Global systems and global governance

Globalisation

Global systems

International trade and access to markets

Global governance

The global commons

Globalisation critique

8   Changing places

The nature and importance of places

Changing places

Place studies


9   Contemporary urban environments

Urbanisation

Urban forms

Social and economic issues associated with urbanisation

Urban climate

Urban drainage

Urban waste and its disposal

Other contemporary urban environmental issues

Sustainable urban development

10 Population and the environment

Introduction

Environment and population

Environment, health and well-being

Population change

Principles of population ecology and their application to human populations

Global population futures

11 Resource security

Resource development

Natural resource issues

Water security

Energy security

Mineral security

Glossary

Now test yourself answers





Introduction


As a student of A-level Geography it is important that you know about the:


	•  structure of the exam

	•  assessment objectives

	•  key command words

	•  key things to consider when preparing for and sitting the exam.




Structure of the exam

Paper 1. Physical Geography. Written examination. 2 hours and 30 minutes. 120 marks. 40% of the A-level



	Section A
	Section B
	Section C



	Question 1: Water and carbon cycles
	EITHER
Question 2: Hot desert systems and landscapes

OR

Question 3: Coastal systems and landscapes

OR

Question 4: Glacial systems and landscapes

	EITHER
Question 5: Hazards

OR

Question 6: Ecosystems under stress




	Instructions



	Answer all questions.
Total 36 marks.

	Answer EITHER question 2, 3 OR 4.
Total 36 marks.

	Answer EITHER question 5 OR 6.
Total 48 marks.




	Question mark allocation



	One question worth 4 marks.
Two questions worth 6 marks each.

One question worth 20 marks.

	One question worth 4 marks.
Two questions worth 6 marks each.

One question worth 20 marks.

	Four multiple-choice questions worth 1 mark each.
One question worth 6 marks.

Two questions worth 9 marks each.

One question worth 20 marks.




	Types of question



	

	•  Short-answer questions worth 4 marks will test your ability to show knowledge and understanding. An example of a command word used would be explain or assess.

	•  Questions worth 6 and 9 marks look for knowledge and understanding but also test your application of knowledge.

	•  You could be asked to analyse and interpret patterns shown through various forms of data presentation, e.g. graphs, charts, photographs, written text and maps.

	•  You may need to apply your knowledge to unfamiliar locations.



	•  Questions worth 20 marks involve extended prose.

	•  These are essay-style questions.







	Timings



	Approximately 45 minutes
	Approximately 45 minutes
	Approximately 55 minutes




Paper 2. Human Geography. Written examination. 2 hours 30 minutes. 120 marks. 40% of the A-level



	Section A
	Section B
	Section C



	Question 1: Global systems and global governance
	Question 2: Changing places
	EITHER
Question 3: Contemporary urban environments

OR

Question 4: Population and the environment

OR

Question 5: Resource security




	Instructions



	Answer all questions.
Total 36 marks.

	Answer all questions.
Total 36 marks.

	Answer EITHER question 3, 4 OR 5.
Total 48 marks.




	Question mark allocation



	One question worth 4 marks.
Two questions worth 6 marks each.

One question worth 20 marks.

	One question worth 4 marks.
Two questions worth 6 marks each.

One question worth 20 marks.

	Four multiple-choice questions worth 1 mark each.
One question worth 6 marks.

Two questions worth 9 marks each.

One question worth 20 marks.




	Type of question



	

	•  Short-answer question worth 4 marks will test your ability to show knowledge and understanding. An example of a command word used would be explain or assess.

	•  Questions worth 6 and 9 marks look for knowledge and understanding but will also test your application of knowledge.

	•  You could be asked to analyse and interpret patterns shown through various forms of data presentation, e.g. graphs, charts, photographs, written text and maps.

	•  You may need to apply your knowledge to unfamiliar locations.



	•  Questions worth 20 marks involve extended prose.

	•  These are essay-style questions.







	Timings



	Approximately 45 minutes
	Approximately 45 minutes
	Approximately 55 minutes




NB: The fieldwork investigation accounts for the remaining 20% of the A-level.



Assessment objectives



	Assessment objectives
	Requirements



	AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding
	Show knowledge and understanding of places, environments, concepts and geographical processes at a variety of scales from local to global.



	AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding
	Demonstrate the ability to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and issues.



	AO3: Use a variety of relevant quantitative, qualitative and fieldwork skills.
	Show the ability to use a range of key skills to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical data and evidence.






Command words


	•  Evaluate – often used in questions requiring extended writing. It requires you to examine an issue from different points of view with a focus on the strengths and weaknesses.

	•  Analyse – to provide an in-depth account of something.

	•  Assess – to consider several options or points of view and weigh them up so as to come to a conclusion regarding their effectiveness.

	•  To what extent – often used for questions requiring extended writing. It means that you need to form an opinion on the merit or validity of a statement used in the question. You need to present evidence (facts and knowledge) and address the different sides of a statement or argument.

	•  Discuss – set out both sides of an argument (for and against) and form a conclusion related to the content of your answer. Your answers should balanced.





Things to consider when preparing for and sitting the exam


Timing


	•  Timing is a key factor for Papers 1 and 2.

	•  The timings given are approximate. 45 minutes is just under 1 mark per minute and equates to spending about 10 minutes on a 9-mark question.





Data analysis and response


	•  For several questions you will have to analyse data as part of your response so you must allow time to read and interpret the data resource – but be careful not to spend too long on this. Some of the resources are quite complex and it is easy to spend a long time trying to interpret the information and not leave enough time to compose your answer.

	•  Make some annotations.

	•  Make sure that you have practised plenty of data response questions; this is an essential examination skill.

	•  Data and resources provided in the exam will be location specific, but you do not need to have studied the particular location. What you need is to be able to apply your knowledge to these unfamiliar locations (a synoptic link).

	•  Never just repeat data that is in front of you. You need to:

	•  add some narrative to explain what the data shows

	•  manipulate the data

	•  draw out general trends

	•  identify anomalies

	•  look for links across data sets where appropriate.






Essay questions


	•  Essay questions will require you to discuss concepts with command words such as ‘to what extent …’ or ‘evaluate the success of …’, or ‘do you agree with the view that …?’.

	•  Essays require some brief planning. The question will have several components and these need to be broken down when planning your response.

	•  In extended answers, always refer to case studies and examples where possible.

	•  Present different points of view in your essays.





Case studies


	•  Case studies could be examined through any question.

	•  Place-specific facts are key to good use of case study material.

	•  With all topics, make sure that your facts are up to date.
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