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Introduction


We welcome you to our book and hope it helps you to approach the 13+ English exams with confidence. Whether you usually enjoy reading or not, the reading comprehension extracts we have chosen may whet your appetite, and be both thought-provoking and of interest. There are many reading and writing skills to practise and develop, and by using the answer section, in conjunction with the question papers, you will get a better insight into the examiner’s expectations. If you make mistakes along the way, use these to your advantage and learn from them. As you progress, give yourself a pat on the back and have the confidence to realise that there may be more than one answer.

The ISEB is looking for:


	•  the ‘development of a confident and engaging personal voice’
As you develop your responses to comprehension and writing tasks, try to find your own confident voice so that you stand out as an individual to the examiner.


	•  an ‘appreciation of writers’ craft; development of expression in pupils’ own writing’
These extracts are all well-written. Although you may prefer some to others, try always to admire the authors’ ‘craft’ and practise using the same skills to discover which work for you.


	•  ‘confidence and accuracy in spelling, punctuation and grammar, so that writing is clear, accurate and coherent’
The point of this necessary accuracy is to ensure that your writing is clear for your examiner.


	•  an ‘adaptation of language, form and tone, according to purpose and audience’
Read the question carefully and deliver what is asked for. Choose your language to suit your task and reader (your examiner or the task’s audience).


	•  the ‘written articulation of a well-structured, independent and critical response to literature’.
Hopefully, your outcome, whether comprehension or writing, will be clearly structured showing independent thought.




Enjoy the journey.


What you have to do – the specification

As described in the ISEB specification (see the Appendix) candidates are required to respond to reading and writing tasks over two papers.

This book contains Foundation Reading and Paper 1 (Reading) practice exercises. It also contains Paper 2 Writing exercises which are common to both levels (Foundation and Paper 1).

Foundation Reading papers may be used for assessment at 13+ or to provide familiarisation and an introduction to Paper 1 (Reading).

The answer section at the back of the book provides additional advice for the teacher and parent but also enables students to understand the final expectation and so monitor their own progress.

You can also find much more detail of what the ISEB requires in the Appendix of subject content from the ISEB 13+ English specification: www.iseb.co.uk/Schools/Examination-syllabuses-specimen-papers/New-CE-at-13.
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