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Get the most from this book


This revision guide has been written to accompany the WJEC GCSE (A*–G) Geography and WJEC Eduqas GCSE (9–1) Geography A specifications to help you get the best possible result in your examinations.

This book aims to give you the essentials that should serve as a reminder of what you will have covered in your course and allow you to bring together your own learning and understanding.

Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These revision notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4–6 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:


	•  revised and understood a topic

	•  tested yourself

	•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers.



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.



Features to help you succeed

This guide contains features intended to help you to actively work through your revision schedule.
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Revision activities

These activities have been designed to focus your revision. If you can complete these activities, congratulate yourself and give yourself a reward. If you find some of the activities challenging, read over your notes again and speak to your teacher if you need further help.
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Worked example

It is vital that you can give specific examples, particularly in the questions requiring extended answers. This demonstrates the detailed knowledge examiners are looking for to award the higher grades. Often, your example does not require lots of detail but should be used to back up a point being made rather than simply recounting it out of context.
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Now test yourself

These activities are designed to help you decide if you fully understand a topic and are exam-ready. If you struggle, then read over your notes again and perhaps ask to see your teacher or bring the topic up in revision classes.
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Exam practice

These questions closely resemble the style of the question that you will face in the examination. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Exam tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book, including identifying common mistakes and suggesting strategies for getting the best out of the time you have in the examination room. These will therefore help to boost your final grade.
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Definitions and key words

Here you will find some of the specialist geography terminology that you need to know. Key terms are highlighted in bold throughout the book. Clear, concise definitions are provided where the essential key terms first appear.
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Online

Check your answers to the ‘Now test yourself’ and ‘Exam practice’ questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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My Revision Planner


Changing Physical and Human Landscapes

Theme 1 Landscapes and Physical Processes

Distinctive landscapes

What makes landscapes distinctive?

How are physical landscapes affected by human activity?

How can landscapes be managed?

Landform process and change

How do processes work together to create landform features in river and coastal landscapes?

What factors affect the rates of landform change in river and coastal landscapes?

Drainage basins of the UK

What physical processes affect stores and flows in drainage basins?

Why do rivers in the UK flood?

What are the management approaches to flooding in the UK?

Theme 2 Rural–Urban Links

The urban–rural continuum

How are urban and rural areas linked?

How are rural areas changing?

Population and urban change in the UK

What are the causes and consequences of population change?

What are the challenges facing UK towns and cities?

How and why is retailing changing in the UK?

Urban issues in contrasting global cities

What are the global patterns of urbanisation?

What are the consequences of urbanisation in two global cities?

How are global cities connected?

Theme 3 Tectonic Landscapes and Hazards

Tectonic processes and landforms

How do tectonic processes work together to create landform features?

Vulnerability and hazard reduction

What are the impacts of tectonic processes?

How might the risks associated with tectonic hazards be reduced?

Theme 4 Coastal Hazards and their Management

Vulnerable coastlines

Why are some coastal communities vulnerable to erosion and flooding?

Managing coastal hazards

How are coastlines managed?

What is the most sustainable way to manage coastlines in the face of rising sea levels?

Environmental and Development Issues

Theme 5 Weather, Climate and Ecosystems

Climate change during the Quaternary period

What is the evidence for climate change?

What are the causes of climate change?

Weather patterns and processes

What are the causes and consequences of weather hazards?

What factors create variations in weather and climate within the UK?

Processes and interactions within ecosystems

Where are large-scale ecosystems found?

What are the key processes of ecosystems?

Human activity and ecosystem processes

How do people use ecosystems and environments?

How do human activities modify processes and interactions within ecosystems?

How can ecosystems be managed sustainably?

Theme 6 Development and Resource Issues

Measuring global inequalities

What are the global patterns of development?

How is economic development measured?

Causes and consequences of uneven development at the global scale

What are the causes and consequences of uneven development at the global scale?

What are the responses to uneven development at the global scale?

Water resources and their management

How and why is the demand for water changing?

Are water resources being managed sustainably?

Regional economic development

What are the causes and consequences of regional patterns of economic development in India?

What are the causes and consequences of regional patterns of economic development in the UK?

How can regional inequalities in the UK be reduced?

Theme 7 Social Development Issues

Measuring social development

How is social development measured?

Uneven social development

What challenges face social development in sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia?

What are the healthcare issues in sub-Saharan Africa?

Theme 8 Environmental Challenges

Consumerism and its impact on the environment

What are the impacts of increasing consumer choice on the global environment?

How might climate change affect people and the environment?

How can technology be used and people’s lifestyles changed to reduce these impacts?

Management of ecosystems

How can damaged environments and natural habitats be managed and restored?

Index

Now test yourself answers and exam practice answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes

Getting to know the specifications at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes

Fieldwork enquiry at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes





Countdown to my exams


Good luck to everyone, we hope our revision and exam tips help you to feel as prepared and confident as possible.
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First thoughts


	•  There are a variety of different techniques that students can use to revise. Try out different methods to find out what works for you.

	•  Decide on a place where you can revise without distractions. For example, do you need silence to revise? Try to make sure it is well lit with natural light.

	•  Decide on a time of day for your revision. Are you a morning or an evening person?

	•  Decide on how many weeks you need to devote to your revision and how you are going to divide up these weeks.

	•  Develop a routine.

	•  Does your school provide revision classes? If so, decide which ones you are going to go to and build them into your revision timetable.

	•  Make sure your class notes are complete and organised.

	•  Study the published exam timetable.
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6–8 weeks to go


	•  Begin by looking at the specification – make sure you know which ‘Themes’ are being tested in each examination.

	•  Get hold of a set of past papers and familiarise yourself with the demands of the examination.

	•  Construct a revision timetable making sure that you devote enough time to each of your subjects. Build rewards into your timetable – it is important to have a balance between work and leisure.

	•  Stick to your timetable and break your revision into manageable sessions of maybe 40 minutes or so – find out what works for you.

	•  Revision can be ‘passive’ or ‘active’. Passive revision involves reading over your notes – it is useful to get an overview of a topic, but it is difficult to concentrate for long periods of time. Active revision involves you doing something – it is more likely to hold your attention and help you remember information. It will also provide you with material which will help later in the revision process such as mind maps and flashcards (see the Revision activity boxes for more examples).
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2–6 weeks to go


	•  Use the checklist at the end of each theme – tick off ‘Key questions’ when you are confident that you are ready to be tested in the examination.

	•  Test yourself by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ and ‘Exam practice’ questions. Look up the answers online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes

	•  Look over the ‘Worked example’ at the end of each theme. Study the online mark scheme for these examples. Note the ‘Exam tip’ boxes – examination technique is vitally important to success.

	•  Make a note of any key questions that still cause difficulties. Remember you are not alone – speak to your teacher, parents or friends to help you.
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1 week to go


	•  Try to fit in at least one timed practice of an entire paper. Use the published mark scheme and try to mark your work – seek feedback from your teacher.

	•  Check ‘My revision planner’ one more time to make sure you haven’t missed anything.

	•  Check the time and the place of your examination.

	•  Make sure you have everything you need – a spare pen, pencil, tissues, a watch and bottled water.

	•  Allow some relaxation time – have an early night and get up early on the morning of the examination.

	•  The day before or in the morning of the examination flick through the revision guide and your notes one last time paying particular attention to key terms and examples. Use your short-term memory effectively.
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The day of the examination


	•  Have breakfast.

	•  Arrive at the examination room with plenty of time to spare.

	•  Know your centre and candidate number.

	•  Make sure you answer all of the core theme questions – only answer two option theme questions on the topics you have studied.

	•  Never leave the examination room until you have used up all of the time available.



Good luck!
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Introduction



Exam breakdown

This page will tell you all you need to know about what assessments you will need to take in order to complete your GCSE Geography. Whether you are in a centre in Wales or England you will have three parts to your assessment. We have colour-coded the information to ensure relevance to both Welsh and English centres. (Any text in black applies to both, in red applies to centres in Wales only and in blue to centres in England only.)
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Assessment objectives

Assessment 1: Unit 1/Component 1 – Changing Physical and Human Landscapes. This is assessed through a written examination lasting 1 hour 30 minutes and makes up 40%/35% of your overall assessment. You will need to answer three questions:

Section A is on the core themes and you will need to answer two structured, data response questions (one on Landscapes and Physical Processes and the second on Rural-Urban Links).

Section B is on the option themes and you only need to answer one of these questions. You will answer either Theme 3 (Tectonic Landscapes and Hazards) or Theme 4 (Coastal Hazards and their Management).

All Assessment Objectives will be examined in this paper.

Assessment 2: Unit 2/Component 2 – Environmental and Development Issues. This is assessed through a written examination lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes and makes up 40%/35% of your overall assessment. You will need to answer three questions:

Section A is on the core themes and you will need to answer two structured, data response questions (one on Weather, Climate and Ecosystems and the second on Development and Resource Issues).

Section B is on the option themes and you only need to answer one of these questions. You will answer either Theme 7 (Social Development Issues) or Theme 8 (Environmental Challenges).

All Assessment Objectives will be examined in this paper.

Assessment 3: Unit 3 (Wales only)

Fieldwork Enquiry – this is a non-examination assessment (NEA) and you will have 2 hours 30 minutes to complete it in. It is 20% of your overall assessment.

You will have carried out two pieces of fieldwork before completing this assessment based on the conceptual framework and using the methodological approach allocated by WJEC for your year of assessment.

You will write a report in response to specific questions set by WJEC. You will be required to draw on the information gathered from the two pieces of fieldwork to include evidence of your understanding of the enquiry process and your independent ability to process/present data and complete extended writing.

Assessment 3: Component 3 (England only)

Applied Fieldwork Enquiry – this is a written examination of 1 hour 30 minutes. This is 30% of your overall assessment.

You will have carried out two pieces of fieldwork before completing this assessment based on the conceptual framework and using the methodological approach allocated by WJEC for your year of assessment.

You will have a written examination in three parts:

Part A will assess approaches to fieldwork methodology, representation and analysis.

Part B will assess how fieldwork enquiry may be used to investigate geography’s conceptual frameworks.

Part C will assess the application of broad geographical concepts to a wider UK context and assess the ability to make and justify a decision.
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Exam questions

Understanding the examination question is a key component to increasing your grades. All questions in examinations are focused on one Assessment Objective (AO). If you understand the AO then this will help you keep your answer to what the examiner is looking for. All Exam practice and Worked example sections in this book have AOs after each question. As the AOs for centres in Wales are different to those in centres in England, we have included the AOs for Wales in red and those for England in blue.
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AO1.1 – Demonstrate knowledge of places, environments and processes at a variety of scales.

AO1 – Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments and different scales.

These questions will test your knowledge. They will usually focus on recall or description. You do not need to add explanation. Command words testing these AOs include:

Give

Select

Name

Describe

Identify

State

Circle

Tick
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AO1.2 – Demonstrate understanding of places, environments, concepts and inter-relationships at a variety of scales.

AO2 – Demonstrate geographical understanding of:


	•  concepts and how they are used in relation to places, environments and processes

	•  the inter-relationships between places, environments and processes.



These questions will test your understanding. They will ask you to explain why or give reasons for a relationship, for example. For higher tariff questions you will get more marks for ‘chains of reasoning’. It is depth of understanding that examiners will be looking for. Command words testing these AOs include:

Give reasons

Explain why
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AO2 – Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and issues and to make judgements.

AO3 – Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and issues and to make judgements.

These questions will ask you to APPLY the knowledge and understanding of things you have learnt to an unfamiliar context. For example, they may ask about nutrient cycling but in the context of an ecosystem that is unfamiliar. These questions are often higher tariff questions and use the following command words:

Compare

Analyse

Evaluate

Decide

Justify

To what extent

Remember to add a conclusion at the end of your answer that addresses the command word in the question, for example, clarify your decision or state to what extent.
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AO3 – Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and communicate findings.

AO4 – Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and communicate findings.

These questions will test your geographical skills which could be based around mathematical data or maps. They are generally lower tariff questions and may ask you to carry out a mathematical calculation or describe a trend/pattern. However, you could also be asked to ‘Draw conclusions’ from the data, which would be a higher tariff mark.
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