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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 2 and 3 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:


	•  revised and understood a topic

	•  tested yourself

	•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers.



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning.
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Definitions and key words

Essential key terms are highlighted in bold throughout the book. Clear, concise definitions of these terms are provided in the Glossary on pages 120–25.

[image: ]






[image: ]

Revision activities

These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online

Go online to check your answers to the exam questions and try the quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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My revision planner
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River processes and landforms
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Theme C: Our Changing Weather and Climate
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The impacts of extreme weather
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Analysing and interpreting data

Drawing conclusions
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Glossary

Now test yourself answers

Index

Exam practice answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads





Introduction



Why use this book?

Exam success depends on two things:


	•  your knowledge and understanding of the subject matter

	•  your ability to use that knowledge in the manner that will gain most marks in the examination.



To help you to gain your best possible grade, this book aims to:


	•  set out the subject content essential to the CCEA GCSE Geography course

	•  give you hints and revision tips that will help you to understand and memorise the material

	•  advise you on the best way to approach various types of exam questions.



Each chapter covers one of the eight themes making up the GCSE course, as well as providing now test yourself questions and exam questions so that you can check, as you go along, how much you understand and can remember. The Glossary on pages 120–25, provides clear and concise definitions of the key ideas required for each topic. This section is important as you will almost certainly be asked to define some of them in the examinations.



Examination techniques


Command words

To answer exam questions correctly, it is important to be sure what the examiner is really asking. Read the question carefully and underline the command words – these are words such as state, describe or explain. They tell you what to do in your answer. If you explain when asked to describe you will earn no marks, even if what you write is otherwise correct.

The following table gives the meanings of some of the command words you will meet.



	Command word
	Meaning



	State
	A short answer, presenting a fact or facts (for example, the temperature in January, taken from a graph)



	Describe
	A descriptive answer without trying to explain
When describing a graph, it is important to quote figures

When describing a map, it is important to mention place names




	Explain
	Give a reason or reasons



	Describe and explain
	Make descriptive statements and give the reasons why (for example, describe the pattern of rainfall shown on a map and explain why it falls there)



	Label
	Add labels to a diagram



	Complete
	Add information to a graph or a table so that it is complete. If you are completing a graph, make sure you follow the shading that has already been used. If a bar is coloured in completely, make sure you colour it completely rather than scribbling, if you want full marks



	Match
	Match statements that have been presented in the form of ‘heads and tails’



	State the meaning
	Usually used for definitions. You need to show that you know what the term means



	Suggest
	This is used when there may be more than one correct answer and any relevant answer is acceptable







Structure of the examination

You will have three exams for your Geography GCSE.
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Unit 1 40%

Understanding our Natural World

You must answer four questions, one on each theme:


	•  River Environments

	•  Coastal Environments

	•  Our Changing Weather and Climate

	•  The Restless Earth



Each question will be made up of several parts, including short and long answer questions.

Unit 2 40%

Living in our World

You must answer four questions, one on each theme:


	•  Population and Migration

	•  Changing Urban Areas

	•  Contrasts in World Development

	•  Managing our Environment



Each question will be made up of several parts, including short and long answer questions.

Skills for Unit 1 and 2

You might be asked to:


	•  Give a definition for a term.

	•  Explain a geographical feature or process.

	•  Analyse a graph or table of data, and describe what it shows, quoting data to help.

	•  Give reasons for the patterns in a graph.

	•  Analyse a photograph, map or diagram.

	•  Use an Ordnance Survey map to answer questions: using grid references, measuring distances, using a key, giving compass directions, or recognising specific geographical features that you have learnt about.

	•  Write about a case study, giving precise information such as place names and numbers, to answer a question.



Unit 3 20%

Fieldwork

You will need to take into the exam a summary of your fieldwork, and a table of your data, which you will hand in with your answers. You will be asked questions about each stage in the Enquiry Process, starting with the planning stages and working right through to the Evaluation.

Some of these questions will need short answers of just a few words. Others will require more extended answers. You will have to draw a graph of some of your data.

Skills for Unit 3

You need to answer questions very precisely, talking about your fieldwork specifically. This might include place names and detailed descriptions, such as how exactly you took measurements.

You need to select an appropriate type of graph, draw it accurately and precisely, using a ruler and a sharp pencil, with accurate labels for your axes.
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Revision techniques

Here are some useful tips about revision:


	•  Ideally, revision should be on-going throughout the course. Don’t leave it all to the days just before the exam.

	•  Case studies, in particular, should be memorised as you go along so that facts about each one are clear in your mind before you study the next.

	•  Revision is not just rereading your notes or the textbook.

	•  Revision should involve reworking the subject matter, perhaps into a spider diagram or by summarising into brief bullet points.

	•  Next, you have to memorise the material by repeating it to yourself, explaining it to someone else, writing a list or making a poster.

	•  Test yourself, to see how much your memory has retained, by writing out the bullet points or list, redrawing the diagram or explaining it all to someone – this time without the help of your notes or book.

	•  Visual forms of revision, such as spider diagrams and learning maps, can be a big help. They let you picture the key points, arrange them under headings and see connections.

	•  Case studies need careful revision, with facts, figures and places committed to memory. Writing the title of each one with bullet points covering the main ideas (including the facts, figures and place names) on a card will help you to concentrate on this aspect of the course. Gradually, you will build up a collection of cards, ready for last-minute revision on the eve of the exam.
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Exam questions
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Recall questions

These are designed to test your knowledge. For example, ‘State the meaning of the term earthquake’.
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Data response questions

These questions provide you with visual clues, so make the best use of them.

Describing tables and graphs

Give the overall pattern, with figures to back it up, and any exceptions.

OS maps

Each year there will be an Ordnance Survey map in either Unit 1 or Unit 2. You will need several skills to answer the questions – you can see more detail on this on pages 9–11.

Photographs

You might need to:


	•  match up a photograph with a location on an OS map

	•  comment on or label a feature such as a land use zone, evidence of regeneration or a waterfall.
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Weather maps

Check if there is a date: winter or summer may make a difference. Look at the pattern of the isobars:


	•  High pressure in the centre – anticyclone, clear skies.

	•  Low pressure in the centre – depression, rain and wind.
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Case studies

For some level of response questions, you need to write about a specific place. For top marks, you should include at least two facts (figures, names or places).

Rather than writing: ‘Lots of people were killed’, you could say, ‘5500 people died’.

Rather than writing: ‘Jobs were lost because factories closed’, you might say, ‘There was unemployment when the Mitsubishi factory closed’.
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Levels of response questions


	•  Worth 6 marks or more.

	•  Require extended written answers.



For example: ‘Explain two causes of flooding.’

To get full marks, for each of your causes you need to:

Make a statement

Building on the floodplain can cause flooding.

Give a reason or consequence

This is because it creates impermeable surfaces, so water cannot soak into the soil, but instead flows quickly over the surface to the river.

Elaborate on the reason or consequence

This can be further detail or an actual named example.

For example, in the Somerset Levels new houses were built in Taunton and Bridgewater, so water reached the River Parrett quickly and made it more likely to flood.
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Ordnance Survey map questions

You will almost certainly get an Ordnance Survey map as part of your Unit 1 or Unit 2 exam, with several questions to answer.

You will be given a key with the map, showing you what the symbols mean. You should try to become familiar with these as much as possible, as it will make it much easier in the exam. You can see a full key at www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/documents/50k-raster-legend.pdf

You need to be able to:


	1  Measure distances accurately between two places:




	•  measure carefully with a ruler in cm (remember your ruler)

	•  always measure from the centre of a symbol

	•  convert your measurement into kilometres by dividing by 2.




	2  Use compass directions: for example, farm A is north east of village B. You will only need eight compass directions – if a direction is in between them, pick the closest option. Be careful to make sure you go in the right direction, not the reverse. Put your finger on the starting point and work out in what direction you have to move it to get to your destination. Make sure you use a symbol if there is one, rather than a name.
For example, in the map on the inside back cover, what direction is Cross Slieve from Cushendall?
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Your starting point is Cushendall, so put your finger on the village. Find Cross Slieve, and move your finger towards it – you are travelling north. So Cross Slieve is north of Cushendall.


	3  Find out the height above sea level from contour lines, spot heights or triangulation pillars and understand the contours showing hills and valleys.

[image: ]

Contours are brown lines which join up the places that are the same height above sea level.
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The numbers show the height of the land. Contours are drawn every 10 m, so you can work out the height if you need to, by counting the lines from one that is numbered. In the example, you can count the contours from 600, so there is a contour at 610, 620, 630 and 640, then you reach the labelled contour at 650.
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Patterns in the contours show the shape of the land.






	Pattern
	Shape of the land



	No contours
	Flat land



	Contours close together
	Steep slope



	Contours far apart
	Gentle slope



	Contours in circular shape
	Hilltop



	V-shape, with lower numbers in the middle of the V
	Valley





	4  Find features on the map using four-figure and six-figure grid references.
All Ordnance Survey maps are divided up into grid squares, marked with blue lines. Grid references are like coordinates. A four-figure reference tells us which square to look at. The first two figures indicate the vertical line on the left of the square. The last two indicate the horizontal line on the bottom of the square.

If you have a six-figure grid reference, start by using the first two figures and the fourth and fifth figures to identify the correct square. The third figure shows how many tenths of the way across the square to go. The last figure shows how many tenths of the way up the square to go.

In an exam, you might be given a six-figure grid reference to help you find a specific feature.
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Exam tip

To be really accurate, use a ruler to measure across and up the square. Each tenth is 2 mm.
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	5  Identify features from Unit 1 and Unit 2.
Unit 1: Identify river features and land uses, and coastal features and land uses.

Unit 2: Identify land use zones in a city.
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Now test yourself

Using the map on this page (a large version can be found on the inside back cover of this book):


	1  What shape is the land next to the river in grid square 2331?

	2  What height is the land at 228276?

	3  Using map evidence, suggest one use of the coast in grid square 2427.

	4  What direction is Cushendall (2427) from Gruig Top (2030)?

	5  What river features can you identify in grid square 2332?

	6  Using the map on page 75, Figure 2 Ordnance Survey map of Sheffield: Measure the distance from the bus station at 358872 to the nature reserve at 315852

	7  Identify the land use zone in grid square 3085.

	8  Give one piece of evidence that shows square 3587 is part of the CBD.
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Exam tip

Use the centre of each symbol.
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Please note this map is reproduced at a reduced size. The map on the inside back cover is shown at 100%.





	Unit
	Theme
	Feature to identify
	What to look for



	Unit 1
	River environments
	Waterfall
	River going across lots of contours together, usually labelled ‘Falls’ or ‘Waterfalls’



	Floodplain
	No contours either side of a river showing flat land



	Meander
	Shape of the river, showing bends



	Sewage works
	Usually marked with circles, often labelled ‘works’



	Factories
	May be labelled ‘works’



	Roads and railways along the valleys
	Red/yellow lines, black railway lines following along the river



	Coastal environments
	Headland
	Look for the shape – land sticking out to sea. Often has the word ‘head’ in its name, like Ramore Head in Portrush



	Cliff
	Look for vertical cliff symbols (see below)



	Wave-cut platform
	Look for rocks marked in the water (see below)



	Cave, arch
	These are often not marked, but if there are lots of them they may be labelled



	Stack, stump
	These may appear as tiny islands just next to the coast



	Sandy beach, shingle beach
	Look for yellow (sand) and yellow or white with speckles (shingle) along a coast (see below)



	Spit, hooked spit
	Look for the shape – long and thin, stretching out from the land, often with sand or shingle marked along it



	Port or harbour
	Look for a wall shape going out into the sea, with lighthouses or ferry routes



	Tourism
	Look for blue tourism symbols, parking, nature reserves, golf courses
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For Unit 2 features, see page 76.
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