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Caribbean Contemporary Classics


Introduction

Over the last century, Caribbean authors, overflowing with stories about the life and society around them, have written many great and enduring works of literature. The Caribbean novels in this Caribbean Contemporary Classics collection were written from around the mid-1900s to the present day, and we are proud to publish them. They serve as unique and personal records and are also works of art, running parallel to what historians say about the region, and revealing to wider audiences the depth and brilliancy of generations of Caribbean writers.

The novels in this collection are re-issued in their original forms even though some words and phrases may seem derogatory in the eyes of modern readers. Some words have been partially redacted, but none have been removed. We acknowledge the sensitivities of persons who have experienced discrimination especially in the verbal form and would like to state without reservation that the publisher in no way supports discrimination against any persons or groups of persons by the publication of these works. As in all works of literature, the language used in these novels reflects the authors’ experiences and insights and forms an integral part of the text they set out to produce.

As the publisher, we have followed a number of principles in bringing these works to a wider audience. First, it is important to us to allow readers to interpret the authors’ words in the context of the story as a whole, reflected through the readers’ own experience, but without trying to dictate what that interpretation should be. Second, we respect the authors’ integrity and their intellectual property. Third, we believe it to be important to experience works of art from specific geographic and historical contexts in their original form. The choice, as we see it, is whether to publish the book or not, rather than whether to change its language or not. In the present series, we have opted to publish a series of books which we believe to be significant, valued and important parts of the canon. They are rich, engaging and luminous works, in the authors’ authentic voices, and we offer them to readers in the hope that they will delight, entertain and inform.





[image: ]

OVER OUR WAY


A word to the reader by Jean D’Costa

Over our way lies a world of flame trees and hot beaches rimmed with hills, of raucous laughter in the market and shouts in the street, of bare feet running down dusty lanes and across burnt savannahs, splashing beside the boats of fishermen or inching up the ringed bark of coconut trees. Our way stretches far, so far – all the way to Detroit and Birmingham and Toronto, and all the way through time to Dahomey, India, Scotland and China. Our way splits like a spider-road leading all over the face of the earth.

Our voices echo down our way, throwing out words from Yoruba and English, Hindi and Gaelic, French and Arawak, and singing the music of a dozen languages living and dead. Listen to the voices from over our way and you will hear the whisper of people moving through time and space across oceans and continents in ships and aeroplanes, on foot and on mule-back. Our way reaches from the grandson programming a computer in Minneapolis to the son on a Venezuelan oilfield to the mother selling cloth in Port of Spain to the grandmother making bread in Castries, and still further on and back to the great-grandfather distilling rum in Port-au-Prince and the great-great-grandfather, a negro sailor buried in Marseilles. It is a long way.

A long way, full of laughing, weeping, blessing, cursing, explaining, quarrelling, accusing and lamenting.

We cannot see the beginnings or ends of our way, but we can tell some of the stories of what happens over our way: stories which we alone can tell, stories about our friendships, our lonelinesses, our games, our crimes, our sorrows and joys, our triumphs and dreams.

The stories in this book are a handful gathered from over our way: there are thousands more, waiting for you to tell them.

Jean D’Costa
St. Andrew
Jamaica
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