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About your qualification

This textbook supports learners working towards the City & Guilds Level 1 Diploma in Bricklaying (6705-13).

A Level 1 qualification can give you a solid foundation on which to build your career. The qualification introduced in this textbook provides the knowledge and skills needed to build your confidence and ability on your journey towards qualification as a bricklayer.

Key learning areas are set out in the qualification as units of study which cover the basic requirements for a bricklayer’s work. Subject matter includes:



	the types of construction documents used in the workplace

	how to interpret and apply information presented on working drawings

	understanding construction principles and the different parts of buildings

	the methods used to set out basic structures and ensure they are at the correct height levels

	how to build solid walls and cavity walls using bricks and blocks.





An essential chapter focuses on health and safety on construction sites and gives you vital insights into how you can protect your own welfare and that of others.

How your knowledge and skills will be assessed

Examinations for each unit of the qualification take the form of multiple choice question papers set by City & Guilds. All the subject points covered in the qualification are covered in this book, and at the end of each chapter a series of practice questions are provided to test your knowledge and give you an idea of what to expect in your exams.

Many of the unit exams include a practical assignment, and throughout this book there are industry tips and step by step features that get you familiar with the skills, practical abilities and industry awareness you will need to tackle the assignments with confidence.

Continuing your learning journey

On attaining a Level 1 qualification, the natural progression is to study at Level 2. This level of qualification is widely accepted as the requirement for working efficiently and productively on site. There are many references in the chapters of this textbook that give you an idea of the additional subject matter that you can learn at Level 2.

In the longer term, you could choose to progress to Level 3 to study more complex technical construction subjects with the eventual possibility of moving to a supervisory position on site.
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Bricklaying and the construction industry have been central to my working life over a long period. I have worked as a skilled tradesman, a supervisor and a site manager on projects ranging from small extensions to multi-storey contracts worth millions of pounds. For a number of years, I employed a small team of skilled workers in my own construction company, working on contracts for selected customers.

The skills I developed over the years allowed me to design and successfully build my own family home in rural Wales, which I have always viewed as a highlight of my construction career. Relatively few people are able to have that privilege.

After over 30 years working on construction sites, I was fortunate to move into the education sector, first as an NVQ trainer and assessor for three years and subsequently as a college lecturer. I worked for ten years in the Brickwork section at Cardiff and Vale College in South Wales where I taught bricklaying and other construction skills and became section leader.

Since leaving my college post, I have maintained my links with training and education, producing teaching and learning resources for City & Guilds along with my work as a technical author writing bricklaying textbooks. I am pleased to be currently involved in the writing, reviewing and editing of resources for bricklaying qualification examinations.

Working ‘hands-on’ in the construction industry followed by my work in the education sector has been very rewarding. My aim during my time teaching others has been to impart to learners the great job satisfaction that can be gained from becoming a skilled practitioner. Put maximum effort into developing your skills and knowledge, and you will be able to take full advantage of career opportunities that come your way.

Mike Jones, 2021
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