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INTRODUCTION



National 5 Computing Science


How to use this book

The purpose of this book is to provide you with focused exam practice. The first part of the book contains practice questions, divided into the two question types that you will see in the question paper, together with advice on answering each type of question. The first part is split across the four areas of study: Software design and development, Computer systems, Database design and development, and Web design and development. This part has a student margin stating the content being assessed in that question.

The second part of this book contains two complete question papers designed to mimic closely the question paper you will face. The book contains answer guides as well as a revision grid that allows you to target a specific area of content should you require further practice on a specific topic.

This book can be used in two ways:


	1  You can complete a practice question using your notes and books. The questions are divided into areas of study in Part 1 of the book so are ideal for doing this. Try the question first, and then refer to the answer guidelines to ensure you have sufficient detail to gain all the available marks. If you are unable to answer a question, or discover your answer was not to the required standard, you should refer to your notes and books.

	2  You can complete an entire practice paper under examination conditions, without reference to books or notes, and then mark your answers using the answer guidelines provided. The two complete papers in Part 2 of the book are ideal for doing this. This will give you a clear indication of the level at which you are currently working and enable you to target any areas of content in which you need to improve.





The course


Prerequisite knowledge

Before sitting this course, it is expected that you will have achieved the fourth curriculum level or the National 4 Computing Science course or have the equivalent computing knowledge and experience.



The Assignment

The Assignment will be worth 50 marks. This will be combined with a 110 mark question paper to give a total of 160 available marks.

The Assignment will have 25 marks assigned to Software design and development, 10–15 marks assigned to Database design and development and 10–15 marks assigned to Web design and development. The Assignment does not assess Computer systems at all and all assessment of this area of study will take place through the question paper.

The Assignment will require you to show your understanding and skills in the following areas:


	•  Analysis of a problem – 5 marks

	•  Design of a solution – 5 marks

	•  Implementation of a solution – 30 marks

	•  Testing a solution – 5 marks

	•  Evaluation of a solution – 5 marks





The question paper

The question paper will assess your problem-solving ability, making reference to technical knowledge on the areas stated within the Course Specification. The Course Specification document can be accessed for free from the National 5 Computing Science section of the SQA website. This document has a number of appendices designed to clarify the content and it is advised that all candidates study these to ensure understanding of the key points that they cover.

The current format of the question paper consists of 110 marks.

Section 1 will consist of individual problem-solving questions and is worth a total of 25 marks.

Section 2 will consist of longer, scenario-based problem-solving questions and is worth a total of 85 marks.

The question paper assesses your understanding and skills in the following areas of content:


	•  Software design and development (approximately 40%)

	•  Computer systems (approximately 10%)

	•  Database design and development (approximately 25%)

	•  Web design and development (approximately 25%)



The question paper will require you to show your understanding and skills in the following areas:


	•  Analysis of a problem (approximately 5%)

	•  Design of a solution (approximately 30%)

	•  Implementation of a solution (approximately 40%)

	•  Testing a solution (approximately 10%)

	•  Evaluation of a solution (approximately 5%)

	•  Application of knowledge in computer systems (approximately 10%)






Hints and tips

Below is a list of hints and tips that will help you in your National 5 Computing Science SQA examination paper:


	•  Make sure you read each question carefully. The detail in the question sets the scene for the problem to be solved.

	•  Refer to the situation described in the question. The papers are designed to test how a candidate applies their knowledge to a situation.

	•  Use technical terms. A National 5 level answer will require certain terms from the course to be used. Download the Course Specification document from the SQA website to help.

	•  No marks will be given for repeating information given in the question. You can and should refer to the question, but build on that with the points you wish to make in order to gain the marks.

	•  Include as much detail as you can. As you will see from the answer guidelines, many questions have multiple possible answers. If a marker deems that you lack enough technical detail to give you a mark on one point, they can still give you the mark for a separate fully explained point. As much as possible, SQA markers undertake positive marking. This means that if a question is worth 2 marks, and a candidate makes one wrong point and two correct points, they will be awarded the 2 marks.

	•  When answering questions involving calculations, show all your working. If you make a small mistake under pressure, you might still gain some of the available marks.

	•  Attempt all questions. Leaving an answer blank means you will definitely receive no marks for it.

	•  Some candidates will have used programming languages where arrays are indexed beginning with element[1]. In SQA exams, arrays are indexed from zero, not 1.



Regular revision from the outset of the course is the best way to ensure you can recall the full detail required. Set aside time each week for this.

Remember sometimes your biggest resource is people. Speak to your teacher about any concerns that you have, support your classmates and enjoy their support in return. Good luck realising your potential in National 5 Computing Science.
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